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settled—^oes not number over one million. The climate is more equable than in most

Dther parts of Russian Turkestan, being warmer in winter, when little snow falls, but

on summer days Dr. Schuyler describes the heat as differing little in intensity between

Tashkeud and Khokan, but the nights are always cool and comfortable. The soil ia

rich, and this, "iombined with the excellence of the climate, has jiut agriculture itito

a flourishing condition in the Khanate, though it is still cajjable of being much further
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advanced. The mountains alwund in minerals, coal-crops in places, and naptha and

petroleum wells have been found in numerous localities. It is also aflSrmed that copper,

load, iron, as well as inferior tin quarries, are to be found. Khokan, the capital (p. iJO'i),

lies in a valley south of the Syr Darya, but Tashkend, built on a fertile plain near one

of the northern tributaries of the Syr, is the largest town in Russian Turkestan, and

the seat of the Government. It is surroundetl by a wall of sun-dried bricks twelve

miles in circumference, and owing to its being the meeting-place of several great caravan

routes, is one of the busy trading places in the country.
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