
tlon of Oregon torritory. Tlioy loft our statosmon no pretext

i(,r surrendering' Pujict soiuul, on the ground of exclusive occu-

jiiincy of the country by JJrtiisli subjects. The administration

a. \Vashiiigt(jn coukl not haul down the Stars and Stripes after

ibe pioneers had set our flag on these shores.

Jia])j)ily, .the greed of the Hudson SBay Company has
ceased to menace the peace of nations, but all disputes with our
northern neighbors over boundary lines have not been setth^d.

In the year 1<S(!7 we purchased Alaska and all its coast line,

islands, bays and inlets, with a clear and undisputed title, and
tlur boundary between that country and Britisli Cohnnbia
cU'arly defined by the convention between Ivussia and Great
Britain, uuuU' in the year 182."). Xo (piestion as to the ])roper

construction of tlie treaty «u' location of the boundary had ever

been suggested and exchisive possession was given to us peace-

ably, and we retained it peaceably' until after the enterprise of

(tur citizens had nuule good ])rogress in unlocking the wealth of

tliat northern country. Tiien our Canadian neighbors began
nuiking changes in their maps. 1 lie liouudary, as defined in

the tliird and fourth articles of the convention of 1825, is

described as follows:

" Commencing from the southernmost point of the island

called Prince of Wales island, which lies in the ])arallel of 5 4r

th'grees 10 minutes north latitude, and between the llJlst and
IJJI'xl degrees of west longitude (meridian of Greenwich), the

yr.id line shall ascend to the north along the channel called

Portland channel, as far as the point of tlie continent where it

sirikes the r)(Uh <legre(> of north latitude; from this last-men-

tioned ])oiut the line of demarkaticm shall follow the smnmit
of the moiuitains ])arallel to the coast as far as the point of

intersecti<m of the 141st degree of west longitude (of the same
Lueridiau) ; and finally, from the said point of intersection,

the said meridian line of the 141st degree, in its prolongation

as far as *ho Frozen ocean.

'^ IV. With reference to the lino of demarkation laid

down in the ])receding article, it is understood

—

" First—That the island called Prince of Wales island

cOiall belong wholly to Russia.

" Second—That whenever the summit of the mountains
which extend in a direction parallel to the coast from the .'^Oth

degree of north latitude to the imiut of intersection of the 141st
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