
TllK GOVEUNMKNT CAVA-yiTK KXTl!.\()Jil»l\AKY.

Tlii':iii arc scrioiia luiUtvld lur iiuuMili'lMliuii, iiuil

thia (iiU'stioll iiilglil not lu be ilciilt Willi us u imrl}

lunijiirf. 1 oH'ir Ibi'so ri'uuirkd In llie liiiiiu llml luiv

li),'laliitluii whuli iiuij- rfsiilt Iruin IhU iletiiilr, uIUt it

hiks rfri'ivi'd impuliir Hitiii'liuii, ii'uy he cuJuriiig lunl

ut uUvuiitiigc tu tliu Cuiuiiy.

T' -i Hon. Mil. IllXa, Member fur Nttniiimn, 8uiJ—
Mr. ri'^iik'lil, I rise lu .•(i'IumiI ibe iiiuuiiilim'iit«(' llie

llu.i. 'cuibcr fur Viiluriii, luid in iIdIiiu ,-ii 1 iibsliilii

hum 'iiliii;,' «ilb the luerlls of Ibo i|inslliiii. h
upiiciir.t Unit Ibe (idvi-riior wlsbea tu biue ii iiupiilii:

vole li|iiili ibe <|Ui'9tiiiii of t'unfeikriitioii. I sii^ tbeu,

let lliiTi' be 411 enlcnilea silll'mne ginn, su Ibiit Ibc

vuieeuftlie iieuple liliiy be beanl in Ibl.s House. !

bope tbiit llle peuple \vill biive tlie opporliinily ul

expressing; tbeir njtiniun, Aye ur .S'u, wliether Ibev

will biive L'unfejeruliun. The peuple sbunM nut be

Ijunnil by wlliit oeeur.i in :l Couneil eoii.<liluleil n>

tbis i.i.

1 3II.V. .Sir, that the miiterial i)ue-tion fur ileeisi

is nut'lliiit of lerni.i. 1 he (JovernuieiiL, if Uii.» uiiieml-

nieiit is eiirrieil, will liuve the oppurtnnitj- ul beiirinu

the vuiee of the people. On bebulfof my eon.slilneni:-

I SUV tlley ilo not wiiiit I'uufedenitiou, tliey Lelieve

Ibttt it id unilesirable at present. The proper «iiy to

find out the opinion of the eountry, i.s lur the (iuvernor

to jjive ns the enbir(;ed reprcsentntion pioiniseil. JA't

the ifl'e.slion eunie before Ibe people in a fair way.

1 uo nut deBire to go into the geiienii ipiestiun of

terms of t'onfedenilion iijion this oeeaniuu. lint 1

liinsl say, .sir, thai these resulutiuns are not biijEed

upon the minds of the people. 1 protest, .Sir, againsi

the people's name hein;{ mixeil np «itb thu.~e resoln-

tions. J reserve «bal 1 have to say on the i|nestiuu

(if terms, and .support the amendment of the Jlun.

Mdiibcr for Vieloria, in order that ibe people mn\

have an op}(urtunily of passing their vote upon the

ijuestiou of Oufederatioii.

The Ilun. Vji. llL'MIMlliKVS, Jlelnber f..r I.illooet,

moved the adjournuitiil of the debaie. Withdrawn.

The lion. Mil. UOItSOX, Member fur New West-

minster, ro.^e and said :—Sir, 1 had intended tu

reserve any remarks that 1 intended to idler nnlil the

terms submitted by the (lovernmeut were under

debate in (.'omniittee, but I have an idijectiuii to the

udjunrnmenl of the ileb.ite at this early hour. 1 ean-

iiot, however, allow eerlain expressions whicli have

fallin from the Hununrable the seniur .Member for

Vieloria Uily to pass unnotiei-d. I believe the ((iles-

lion fur us to consider is,—(Shall we h.'ive ConleUela-

tiui., and iii«in what term.s V

1 believe tbi.s lluusc is ready to say Aye to the first

question, and to go into Committee of the Whole on

the second.

I am surprised to find iin llonotirable Member of

Ihis House, who is a Cabinet Minister, ex|iressin},' his

regret that this measure has eumc down to this

Couneil*as ft (iovernment measure. I think thai the

freedom of bis remarks eontradiels the idea that it ij

II Ciovcrnmcat measure, in the wuse that Uovernuient

.Members must vole for it.

I WHS also surprised to bear the Honourable Mem-

ber, who is a i:abiaiet Minister, say that Confederation

would not be the only issue at the pulls; but that

there was another pbiee besides Ottawa to which we

<-ould go. I hail hoped that all allusion to this

uialtcr would have been kept out of this debate
;
for

I say. Sir, that this vague language eau liavc but oue

meaning, particularly when it is added tdiat the

I'liitcd .States will ultimately absorb liritish Colum-

bia, and Canada ns well. The Uonouiablc -Member

vvidcntlv ineaiuR,—.Shall we have Confederaliuu, ur

necept, as an alleiuntive. Annexation;.' -Is everything

that comes from the Honourable .Member is entitled

to great weight, and especially as he is n .Member of

Ihc (iovernment, 1 tliink we have a right to know

whether that is really the issue or not. I had hoped

that this debalc wo'nid have been carried throi»sh

without ;hu necessity of innking use of the; word
" Annexatiim," but as the subject has been dragged

in bv u Member of the C.overnmcnt, I trust 1 shall be

naniuutd fur alluding to it. I say, Sir, that if the

Uoverninenl really means to ask whether the people

desire Coi'lederaiiini or anolUer union, let us know-

it. [•' No, no," fruin the Atturney (ieneral and .Mr.

Trntcb.l 1 am nt a loss to understand the position

of the Ifononittblc Member for Victoria. I am nnxioii*

to have it explained. If he has not represented

Cabinet views correeily this House should be set

rifbt

\\'ai\lii[r tlicM' nialtcrs, and assuniinf; that lt>e

llunuiirabje .Member will be able to explain the nppa-

r.iil paradox, I Jiass on to the ubjecliunfl raised. I

find the Hununrable Member disliiiclly setting hiuiseXf

111 opposition to Cunfedenuion. I will not follow him
tor the jtaipMse ul rebiittiiig su-callcd argumcuta
iigainsi ConlVtleraliun.

'I'be Huuonrable gentleman tella UB tliat Confedera-
tion is unnecessary, that tliis Colony is one of the

rii lie>t spots on the I'lue of the earth, with a eliimite

iiileiior lo no p:irl of the world,—why should it lio,t

l,'o on alone ' Andhelcljsus that this view of the
t|iiestioii is lalieu by the inajorily of the people of the

lulony Wiiy, ."^ir, the Colony has had all this op-

purlii'iity for fifteen years; and what is the fact?

Ten years ago the t,'olony liad a very mueli larger

popiii.ition tliaij iiiiw. and very much larger co:iimeree.

.\re we, then, under these circumstances, to ask tlie

people tt» wait iitid work out their oivn salvation?

Hut, .sir, in additi'in, we are tuld iii a .Slate jiapei,

that we are nut lu bealluwed to hang on lo the skirts

of (ii-eat lliitain, like a mendicant's child. I can
liarfil\ reeuiu-ile the po.-iliun of manly indepemlence
with the pusilion of bunging on to unwilling Imperial
skirls, lialhir 'ban that, 1 would ask i<ir iiuioil with
the .Sandwiib Itl.iiids, or with llindoslan. llrilish

t'oliiinbia has liieil lung euungh lo get on liy herself.

.\fler fifteen years hard struggle, she iinds herself
worse off tbiiii she was at the beginning. Her pro-
gress has I n like tliat of the crab—backward.

.She iiiighl make progress, but, unfurtiinately, her
form of (iovernment has renderetl progress inipo.--

sible. I believe that the illiberal form of ^iovernment
has had uiui b to do with keeping away populaliun

—

with ttrirtn;/ awav population,—and with destroying
fill' spirit uf niiinly enterprise of those wfio are here.
.\parl from its bein^- tlie jioliey of llie Hrilisb Coverit-
iiienl to unite all the I'ritish -Vmej-ican Colonies iu

one great Conlederaiiun, if we persist in remaining
.done we shall be told by the Imperial Government
that We are not lit for liberal institutions, and net
prepared for self-guvernmeii*.. We i;hould get no
amelioration. Iiowning Street Officials would sar
that we are not lit for llenponsible Government, nnil
that we ought to confederate.

There is no diuienlly in showing that Confidern-
tion will be benehriiU to British Coliiinbia

; flint is

to say Confederuiion on |>roper terms. I do not say
that t'onfederation would be entirely snlisfaetury ou
the terms proposed in the Governnient |rrogranime.
The terms, alibuugh excellent, du not go far enough,
but 1 ean hardly understand any man taking the po-
sition that under tbo.se terms, even as ttiey are,
Coufederation would not be benctinal. The public
works proposed would make the poputiilion of the
t.'oluny duuiile what it is now. -No luan caji conceal
from hiinself, looliing at fhe f|iiestion dispassionatelv,
that the construction of the Hallway alone would
bring a very great increase to our latwuring and pro-
ductive luipubuioii.

We are toll that the tarilTuii' the Uumiiiion wouM
crush our fanning and industrial interests. Why, Sir,
that tariff is a little mure than a third lighter tb.ui

ours, and would relieve us of that one-third of present
faxatiun ; luid our Cnsloms duties, it niust be borne
in mind, are taken by the Dominion Gowriunent.
Alihoiigh in its present form, the tariff would l>e ilJ-

adapied to some of our local interestc which wie

desire lo protect, it shoiUd be remembered that the
Canadian tariff is now under revision, as regards Uie
free admission of ..Vincricnii productions; and under
Confederatioil we shall in all probability have a treaty
of reciprocity; or. if not, certainly a revised tiiriU*

which would meet .Vineriean productions, which now
find a free inaiket in the Dominion, w ith » pruteelive
duty. The nrgumcnl of the Ilonounible Member uitii

regaril to tarilf and farming iiiterests is llien swept
away by that fact. [Dr. llelmcken—" Is it a fact" '.']

Tfiis siiltject is one of the greatest importance. -\if

other questions are overshadowed by it. It is the
most importiint one ever debuted on the Uritish

Paeilic. It has been justly sajd it is a stej) for Hi*,
for better for worse. 'Ibe qurf-'stiouniiist be a))proaebeijl

in ft fair spirit, and in dealing wit'i it we ought to be
thoroughly honest with ourselves; and in ileatiugwith
facts, I hope tba.'. allowance will be made for w hat lta<

been said, for I believe that much of the jiresent

»piiosit!oii arises out of unelent prejudices. Why du
e find an llunuiirable gentloiuaii who has grow n grej

,11 the servico of his country, and for whom we liiive,

resfieet amounting lo veneration, taljiing of centrali-

zation of every interest under ('onfederfttion at Ottawa^
Does the union of Washington Territory iind Oregon,


