
49

» procure

tross for

•iiined is

3 idea of

)l(ling it,

his case,

oiij^irial

eriu was

hen law

ioiise in
I

\vn that J

lly, from
|

wlien he i

use, they ^

lie poet's -^

a positive

on of tiie

made use

lave heen

I used the

but only i

ly means

1" IO\

The dotinition of " dower " was in Shakespcaio's day :

" The thir 1 put O' '1 siuih freehold lands us her liush.ind

held at the tiiiK! of aHianciii^^, and of which ho was

seized in Ins iliMnosno, rs tornKjl a woman's reasomihlo

dower." (1) .Xnother au'hority of the time says :

"
I ii.wct \v.i-> ihi' woiicm's lili; iuIlTi;.sL im tlir liiinl.^ of wlii'li

lirr liii-liiiiil (liod .-seized for lier and licr ( liildii'ti's iintri

mint, ;in(l su|)()orl." (2)

Other autliMi'itics ('.\) of tiie period j^ivo suhstanti.dly

the same ddinition. In many instances Shak(>spcare used

the word " ilower" where he sliouM Imvn used tlie word

" (iowrv " or " dos," which meant that whicii was j^ivcn to

a female at her marriace usually hy licr fatliei', hut mij,'ht

i)e j^iven hei' l)v any one. Shakespeare seems to have had

no a|)iii('iMalion of t he le^'al distinct i(jn Ixitweon the two

lerms. It is not necessary to (piolc tlie whole sixti en

instances where he has used the word " doN.er " in tho

wron<^ lei,'al sense. A few examples shoulil sullice to

show his lack of appreciation of its le<,'al significance

" We havo this hour a constant will to pulilish

" Our daughters' several dotvers, that future strife

" May be prevented now." (4)

This was a ^ift hy King Leai' of his Kingdom, which he

divided among his tluee daughters, and was therefore

theii' several dnirrics and not their doicers as Shakespeare

erroneously expresses it.

" Doulil not, but Heaven
" llath brought nie up to be vour ilauuhier's doicfi'

" .\s it hath fated her to be my mulive
" And helper to a hu.sbaiid." ;.0)

(1) " dlaiiviUe," iiool; \'i , p. I la.

{>) " r-itlleton." Vol. U., p. VJ.

(3) '• I'.raeton,"

(4) " Kin;; Ijear," Act I., Scene 1.

-)) " All's Well that Ends Well," Act IV., Scene 1.


