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FREE LUMBER.

'cee lumber is likely to Lo one of tho ealy
results of the Damocratio viostory in the United
States, Freo lamber is ono of the taiugs for
which there hasbheon a popular demand in the
United States for years, and even the high
tariff party thought seriously of making lem-
ber free. ' When this ia the cass, the new ad-
winistration is likely to consider lumber as ono
of the first things from which to remove the
dutics, Lumber is an article which may be
cousidered raw material to« great oxtent. It
is an articls which is required for improve.
ments, aad the very uature of the uses to
which it is put makes it one of "the last things
which shovld be taxed, A duty upon lumber
is a direct tax upon the homos of the people,
and it is a tax apon improvemen's. Besides,
in tho United States, there is the important
sjuestion of the exhaustion of the forests of the
country.

The admission of lumber into the republic
fiee of all duty, will be a good thing for the
mill owners of eastern Canada, and it should
materially increase the value of Canadian tim.
ber lands also, while at the same timo, the pri-
vilege of getting free Canadian lamber, will be
a great boon to Lhe people in i good many parts
of the republic. Here in Manitoba we are not
in a position to export lumber to any great ox-
tent, and were lumber put oa the free list in
cach conutry, we would probably import to «
contiderable extent, to supplement our local
supply. Innorthern binnesots and northern
and northeastern \Wisconsin there are lurge
forest areas of pino which could becvaveniently
supplied to Manitoba in the shape of lumber.
Thus, while free lumber would benefit the
mill owners of ensterfi Canady, reciprocity in
lumber would enable the mill owaers of Minne-
sota and Wisconsin to ship their lumber into
westera Canada to the mutual benefit of the
shippers and the people here.

FREE AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,

A jouraal published ut Mirneapolis, Minne-
sotz, in the interest of the agricultural imple-
ment trade, says that “Cauadian competition
muy be encouatered in the implement trade by
anotheryear.” It evideatly has reference to a
belief that the new administration in that
countcry will lose no time in placing agricultural
machinery upan the free list. The Mipneapolis
journal does vot 8a) whether or not the manu-
facturers thers fear Cauadian competition. but
it is to by inferced they do, as it is about the
only competition they would have, aund they
would not be anxious to keep up the tariff tax
if they did not fear it. Most peopls ia Canada
imagioe that our implement manufacturers
would not be able to compete 8t home with
United Stutes makers, if they were not protect-
ed by beavy duties. However, sowe of our
menufactarers claim that if the duties were re-
moved simultaneously by both couatries, they
would not b. afraid of tho result. Solong as

Canadian agricultural machinory is kept out of
the republic by high dutics, our imploment
mca say it i only fair that they should be pro-
teoted at homo. Our mavket is limited, io
comparison with that of the United States, and
as our harvest is later than in that country,
the large makers there could slaughter any sur-
plus thoy had remaining at the end of the sea-
son in Canada, were it not for tho duty.  This
of course would Le for the benefit of the Can-
adian farmor, if not desived by the manufactur.
er., Howoever, if the Cauadian makers are
glvea the privilege of competing in the wholo
of the United States on cqual terms with maou.
facturers therve, we presume they will not ob-
ject to competition 0a the zame terme at home.
‘Though thoy would have increased competition
heve, they would have & vastly larger market
to sell in, which should niore than make up for
the loss of some homo trade, They would be
able to manufuctureon a larger scale, aud there-
fore more cheaply.

The Canadian farm machinery and imple.
ment manufacturing industry is no doubt in
much better shape thaz it ever was before, to
meet increased competition and extend its
trade. The wipiug out of somc of the weaker
concerns during the last few years, and the
amalgamation of some of the remaining estab-
lishments, has placed the industry on a more
solid basis, Some of our cstablishments at
least in this iudustry would no doubt be able to
compete for the trade of the continent, with
good results, At present Csnadian harvesting
muchinery competes on equal terms with
United States makes, in Australia and other
outside markets, and why not iu America. The
fermera of each country would undoubtedly
like to see the competition started.

RAISING HOGS.

Tug CoMmERCIAL has repzatedly called at-
tention to the subject of raisiig hogs, with a
view of pressing the mustter upsn our farmers.
This journal has referred to this important
matter at intervals for a number of yea-s, as
often as it was thought advisable to do so,
without being open to the charge of harping
too much upon one theme. We huvono hesita-
tion in saying now, that Manitoba has lost
thousands of dollars annuelly, through neglect
of this industry. We aro still importing large
quantities of cured hog products, besides a
number of cars of live hogs which have been
brought in from the east this year, all of which
should be produced at home. Iastead of im-
porting high priced hog atuff, we should havea
surplus for shipping castward, after supplying
the requirements of British Columbia in this
line. We have here an abundanze of cheap
grain, suitable for feeding swine, and in some
seasons we have quantities of geain which can.
not be s0ld for shipment at a profit, but which,
if fed at home, would return a good profit,

Experiments have been made at the Ceantral
Dominion Experimental farm at Ottawa, in
feeding swine, the results of which are related
in a bulletin just issuaed, by Jas, W, Robertson,
agriculturist. Awmong other experiments way
that of fattening 1wine on frozen wheat, which
is related as followa .—

With heavy swine, when tho frezen wheat

was fed, ground ond soaked for 12 homg, 11,3
pounds of increase in the live weight were ob-
tained per bushol of wheut; while when the
frozon wheat was fed unground and soaked for
12 and 42 hours 9.1 pounds of increase in the
live weight wero obtained per bushel of wheat,
Erom the tests with youngee and lightor swine
weighinog an average of Gl pounds each in one
pen and an average 104 pounds each in the
ather pan, it appears that :—

L. When the frozon wheat was fed, ground
and sooked for 12 hours, 14.15 pounds of in.
croase iu the live weight weie obtained per
bushel of wheat,

2. In the feeding of swine from an average
weight of vl pounds, each until they rveached
an avcrngo weight of 145 pounds each, 15.16
pounds of increase in the live weight were ob.
tained pee bushel of wheat.

3. Ono pound of frozen wheat was the equiv-
alent of 7.91 pounds of skim milk in increasing
the live weight.

The parts of ono side from a pig of the lot
which were fattened upon fcozen wheat ox.
clusively were sent for opinion to William
Davies, of the Davies IPacking Company,
(limited), "Toronty. The following is the sum
of the verdict of Mr. Davies upon its quality.

¢ I, is excellent, rather too salt but very rich
and luscious. I consider it supciior to hoys
fed on Pe.ns alone, The complsing regirding
pea ford bacon in Eugland, is that the lean is
hwed aud this is the casc to soms extent with
tne fat also. It would be well if farmers in
Canada would mix the grain and grind it, then
give it to the hogs with whey, butter milk or
skim milk,”

In these parts of Cavada whete a less or
greater quantity of wheat may bto iojured by
frost ov other climatic conditions, the farmers
should fortify thei1 positivnsby providing means
whereby to market, in the best way, this pro-
duct which cannot be sold at any paying prices
in the forrm of grain. IFrom 9.1 poundsto 15 46
pounds of increase in the live weight of awine
have been obtained per bushel of frozea wheat
consumed. When the aswine are felohing 5
cents por pound live weight, with au allowance
of 5 per cent. deducted for shrinkage, the froven
wheat fed under the least. favorable of ordinary
conditions, may realize 43} cents por bushel.
At the same price for swine the frozen wheat,
fed under the favorable conditions in the qual-
ity and age of the swine and the preparation of
the feed, may realize 73 45 cents per bushel,

The conditions required for the profitable
feeding of swine are () clear, dry, warm quar.
ters, protected from winds and draughts; (2) as
much wholesome feed—if grain, preterably
ground finc—as they will eat it clean, three
times a day; (3) and free access to a mixturo
of salt and ashes, to sols or Lo soil.

BAISE MORE POULTRY.

Why does Manitoba not produce more poul.
try? Sarely we should have enough poultry to
supply our owa requirements; but we donot by
a long ways, The scason of heavy demand for
poultry is now on, and the local supply is as
usual go short that dealers are obliged to im.
port dressed poultry by the carlot from eastern
Canada. Poaltry in car lots is now arriving to
supply the Winnipeg market, and even the
market in smaller conatry towns, which should
receive a sufficient supply from their immediate
vicimily, bave to look to outside sources Lo meet
the demand. Manitoba should have abuudance
of poultry raised at home, not only to meot
local requirements, but also to ship outside of
the province.” o addition to the large quan-
tity brought in from the cast to supply the de-
ficiency in the local demand, wmany car lots
from Ontariv pass through to British Columbia,
This demuud should be filled from Manitobs,
berides supplying our local markets,
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