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Thre Commercial certainly enjoys a very muck
larger circulagion among the dussness conraunily
of the country between Lake Supcrior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other paper in Canada,
daily or weekly., DBy a thorough system of pir.
sonal solicitation, carricd out annually, this jour
nal has hen placed upon the desk of the great
majority of business men in the vast distriet des
imnated above, and including northyrestern Ont-
ario, the provinces of Manitoha and British
Columbia, and the territorics of Assintbosa,
Alberta and Saskatchcwan, The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesele, commiszion,
manufacturing and financial kouscs of Eastern
Canada.

WINNIPEG, AUGUST 1, 1892,

Legislative Interfcrence with Trads.

As the parliamentary session draws to 2
close, it becomes possible to gain some idea of
the direction which commerdial legislacion has
taken.

A brief review of the headings of the Bills
which appears vpoa the Orders of the House,
show that both government measures and
private bills indicate an incroasing t ndency to
interfero and regnlate the details of all stages
of industrial productioa aund commercial distri-
bution. This tegislutive {iutervention and
supervision takes place occasionally on behalf
of the work peaple who arc employed in the
varions manufucturivg processes, or else for
their social beunefic anil improvement. Meas
utes tending in thia divection have been intro.
duced into the House under the respective
titles ot the Eizht Hours Bill apd the Miaes
(Light Hours) Degulation Bill, the Housing of
the Working Classes Bitl, the Merchant Sea
men’s (Provisions) Bill, the Mining Accidents
Insurance (Scotland) Bitl, Old Ause Provident
Pensions Bill, the Owidnror Provident Relief
Bill, ¢ oal Mines Reguintion and Amendment.
Boilers Tuspection and Regulation, and tho
Snop Hours Regulation Bills. The details of
these measures are sufficiently indicated by the
direction in Which their framers are diaposcd to
move on hehulf «f 1hose whose positions they
seek to improve.  Undor each and all of these
proposals, financial churges of some kind.either
as to cost of ivspectisn or of rates, would full
upow the whole comnunity, for the benfit und
advactags of a pariii vlar scetion.  This legisla-
tion is, thercfore, distinetly of a socialistic
character,

Another class of coactment is devised for the
protection of the public, either agaiost tho
omission of noxivus vapors from factorics, or
agaiust the selling of articles containing admix-
tures which the unsuspicions or ignorant pur-

chaser is not likely to detect. Under this
class of mieasures is to he found the Alkali,ote,
Warks Bill, the Avtitiial Manuris  Adultera.
tion Bath, she Beer Adulteration Bills, 11 wp Sub-
stitutos i Mhargarine Acts Amendment Bill,
atel the Soe of 1% od and Deugs Aet Amend
went Bl Llese measures, if adopted, will
alu entail conster tble expenditare in the way
of fnspection, whilst two ot them at least, viz,
the Jrtiticial Manvre Adulteration Bill and
the Sale of Faad and Drugs Act Amendment
Bill, may occasionally lead to considerable ex-
penditure and annoyance through disputes as
to analytical conteuts of products. Increasing
ditheulties, o'sy, in regard to the manufactur.
ing of the various articles, which must ariso in
cotineetivn with the tiades regulated uuder
these Al ts, must necessarily entail a  increase
in the cost of production,

Whilst it i3 thus sought to place additioual
liabilitics on & pmuber of the producing indus.
trivs « f the country, it is also sought to place
the carrying and “distributing trades in an in.
creasing deptee under the regnlation of Parlia-
meot. .\ legelative maximum has baen tixed
for che rates which railways are empowered to
charge for the carriage of the various cluszes of
goods over their systems, and similar regula.
tions are in comee of consideration for the re-
gulation of the canal traflic of the country. A
bill is also Lefore the House to modify the con.
ditions under which return tickets shall Le
tssued by railway companies ; while further
measares have been introduccd to modify the
Hidality of shipowuers, to regulate the cacriage
of deck cargoes, to amond the Merchant Ship.
ping Acts, and to establish the couditions
under which nierchant vessels should be pro-
visioned.

The bills thus roughly classified, are a fair
indication of the direction in which public
opinion is traveliing. There is a distinct in.
dication of u leaning towards State Regulation
of everything. Awg socizl existence becomes
more complicated, as population concentrates
more and more in particular centres, itis no
doubt necessary to protide that one section of
the community shall not be prejudiced by the
action of tie remainder.  Theoretically, no
doubt, it is dexirable to place difficulties and
penuliies in the way of frand and advelteration.
But is it possible, or ovea desirable for the State
«. r ulate cverything® At present the State
has charge of the postal and telegrapnic sys.
tems, and this charge is now to be extended to
some extent at least, to telephony, bankruptey,
patent laws, and trade marks are also under
oflicial supervision. Factory inapection is equal.
Jy ou official function. Our entire import trade
is, under the Merchandise Marks Act, open to
the supervisien of the customs. Is it desirablo
or prudent to increase the already considerable
number of (Government employecs, and to place
additivoal brauches of national activity under
offictal supervirien « If the principle be further
adopted, where 131t tostop?  Is ore half of
the nation to besalaried and peusioned to watch
over and regulate the other huf? Wall com.
peti i on, which has pow become 80 keenly ia-
ternanionnd, permit of these indefivito additions
to the cost of production ©  Will not over-re-
striction act as a kisd of Lounty in favor of
forergn production ¥ Is it not likely that the
experience of the Merchandise Marks Act may
pos:ibly be renewed, and thav an additiooal
sceiion of trade will be aiverted into the hands
of foreign traders, who will not be slow to
assimilato it -

1t is clear, both from the vature of the ncas-
vres, and from such instances s the alinost un-
oppused secound reading of the Atkali Act that
comunercinl associations ave uot aufiiciently
alive to the daugers to which thoy m.y be ex-
posed by cither smateur or official legistation.,
Gioverument departinents are naturatly desirous
of extendiag their iuflucace and power. They
are therefore constantly bringing in bills. or
amending bills,not only a¢ the comencement of,
but often late on in, the session. It is to Le
feared that their suggestions are not always
sufliciently closely watched, and that enact-
ments occasionally slip through the IHouse

which, if introduced early in the session, would
meet with congiderable opposition. The Alkali
Bill is o good instacco of these dangers.
Brought in Jate in the scasion, it is an incom-
plete and hasty measure, dealing auly partially
with tho matters it is supposcd to regulate,and
drafted apparently without consultation with
thage interested, The second reading was
taken unexpectedly late at night, in presence
almost exclusively ot government supporters,
and so traders find themselVes pledged to o
principle which they do not acknowledge. .

It is sufliciently evident that some more
eflicient and clastic organization of the scatter-
el cloments of commercial representation in
the House of (‘'ommous is necessary, and that
gteps should be taken by trading interests to
present a more unitesd and effective front in
connection with Bills affecting them. We
trust that some steps in this direction may bs
taker in the coming Parliameut.—London,
England, Chamber of Commerce Journal.

British Shipping in 1891.

‘I'he roturns regarding British merchant ship-
ping and navigation for the year 1891 show a
slight decline in the number of vessels, but, an
increase in the tonnage »s compared with either
of the two preceding years, There were in

1891, 17,243 vessels, of 8,343,541 tons and em-
pleying 210,180 persons, registered in the
United Kingdom, as compared with 17,425 ves-
sels, of 7,916,736 tuns, and emrloying 236,108
men, in 1890. If the Isle ot Man, Channel
Islands aud British possessions be included the
total amounted to 36,085 vessels, of 9,063,574
tons, in 15§91, as against 36,214 vcssels, of
9,688.08S tons, in 1890, and 36.169 vessels, of
0.472.000 tons, in 1889. Of thec vessels of the
United Kingdom in 1891, 11,114 of 3,028,501
tous, employing 81,189 men, were sailing ves-
sels, and 6129, of 5,317,040 tons, employing
159,291 hands, wors steam vessels, as comnpared
witin 11,570 sailing vessels, of 2,893,672 tons,
employing 94,2183 persons, and 5,855 steamers,
of 5,024,764 tons, employing 151,890 hands, in
1590,

The entries and clearances, like the tonnage,
for 1891 showed increases as compared with the
preceding year.  The vease s entercd at ports
of the United Kiogdom during the year 1891
numbered 372,150, with an aggregate tonrcage
of 85,642,637 tons, as compared with 370,075
vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 84,574,-
324 tons, in 1890. The vessels cleared in 1891
numbered 340,802, with an aggregate tonnage
of 81,142,105 tons, as compared with 339.416
vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 79,766,-
033 tons, in the preceding year. The foreign
trade tonnage shows a slight, but only a slight,
increase as compared with the preceding year,
thic ¢ntrances being 36 859,015 tons in 1891. as
compared with 36,835,712 in the preceding
year, and tho clearances were 37,933,-
605 tons, as compared with 37,443,167
in 1880, A greater proportionate advauce is
noted in the cecasting trade, which showed a
total of 310.770 vesscls, of 48,833,622 tous,
cntered in 1891, as against 307,240 vessels, of
47,735,612 toas, in 1890, and 278,600 vessels, of
43,188,500 tous, cleared in 1891, as compared
with 276 270 veasels, of 42,317,876 tons, in
1890. London continues to hold the first
place as regards the auouat of tonnage entered
and cleared, Liverpool coming second sud
Cardiff third. QOac feature disclosed by the
shippiog roternz snd upon which there has
been considerable comment is the tendency to
an increase of the foreign clement wmong the
crews of British ships.— Bradstreets. .

British steanship Fingal has loaded s cargo
of tez at Kobe for the C.P.R. Co. to ship at
Vaucouver.

F. G. Richards, jr., and Herbert Cathbert,
known as Richards & Cuthbert, real estate,
otc., Victoria, nas been dissolved, Cuthbert
contipues,



