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The Fae Trade.

The growth of the fur trade in Canada dur-
ing the past few yecars has been something
euormous. The inciease in the prices of fur
goods scems also to have kept well apace with
the growth of the business, Although the need
for fur garments in Canuda is coufined to but a
few nonths each year tho manufacturers have
their hands at work during the whole of the
year preparing for the cold season, which gene.
rally comes with a roxh, and dealers who have
an eye to business make it a rule to load up
their stores with big stocks. During the pre-
sent season the sealskin is the chief featuro in
the fur trade. Ia fact, if the seal-kin interests
were taken away the fur trade would be small.
The demaud for sealokin goods compared with
the supply has caused the values to increase
during the past year about 35 per cent. From
present appearances the prices will go up fully
10 per cent. by next scason. This belief is
based on the question of demavd and supply.
A year or two ago $250 wus considered a high
price for a sealskin mantle, while to.day $300
would not pay for the same article. Still, in
the face of this enhanced value, the furriers of
Torouto and other cities in Canada, have sold
more costly seal-kin mautles during the present
season than ever before. This fact shaws that,
notwithstanding the croak about hard times in
certain quatters, there is money in the country
somewh-re, because furs of this chavacter, as a
general rule, ave sold for spot cash. And the
scason has not been a favorable one either,
owing to mild weather. ‘What would have
been the sale of sealskins had the weather been
hard ond frosty?

The next article of valuein the fur trade just
now is the bearskin. This coarse-grained fur
is stripped up into boas, which are 8> fashion-
able at the present time with the ladies. This
long boa forms the whele trimming of any
garment which a lady might desire to wear.
Eien if she wears light clothing with her fur
boa hanging aronad her neck she looks as if she
was comfortably clad. Like ihe sealskin, the
bearskin is not a drug on the market as far as
prices are concerned. This year the furriers
are paying S50 for a skin, and are glad enough
to get it at the price, while for the same class
of skin three years ago they wonld have thrown
the seller out of their stures who would have
aske! the exorbitant sum of S10 forit. Of
cour-e, as the backwoods distiicts of Canada
become settled the bear fast disappears, and
the fact that the price of bear skins has quad-
rupled in three years is as much due to the
scarcity of the urticle as to the greatly increased
demand.

Garments lined with fur are in big demand,
chiefly in the populous districts. The fur
linings are principally of groy Siberian squirrel
for the ladies, whilo the overcoats are lined
with mink and muskrat skins. “Tnis increased
demand has also csused the prices to go up.
The price of miuk skins bas jumped about 5v
per cent , while the same can e said as to the
value of m-iskrat skins. Otter collars und cuffs
are still in fashicn, with the usual fashivuable
increase in value,

Persian lamb overcoats are atill the rage for
gentlewren,  This is o fur which it appears has
come to stay. The more brighv and flossy skius
aro used. In fact many of the furriers are
making Persian lamb collars and cuffs for the

cloth juckets worn by ladies. The prices of
Porsian lamb skins have increased about fifteen
per cent. sinco last winter.  Last winter there
was & good stock of Persian lambsking in Can.
ada which had been purchased in the United
States, but last fall the demand in New Yuork
iucreased to such an exteot that the American
furriers came over to Canada, repurchased the
stock of skins ut an advance of ten per cent. in
price and paid the duty to the United States to
import the snme sking back there. The Astra-
chan fur coats fur ladies are not worn much in
the cities, but are bought for a serviceable coat
by the wamen of the country. In fact to the
farmer’s wife the Astrachan coat is zheaper in
price and a warmer gartient than the cloth
one

The trade in buffalo skins has *‘gone up the
flume.”  To.day buffulo skins are so scarce that
a skin that could bo bought for 310 seven or
eight years ago cannot be had Tor $30. What
few skins the who'esale dealers have on hand
wi-l be kept for the retailers to display as signs
for fur stores.—Toronto Empire.

———— e

Dressed Hogs.

Parties just returned from the West state
that the hog crop of Upper Canada is even
bigger than that of last year, although the
average weight of hogs is admitted to be not
as heavy. Owing to the mild weather farmers
have not killed as freoly as they otherwise
would have done, but as soon a3 a steady cold
spell sets in killing will become more genesal,
and dealers expect that the bulk of the supply
of dressed hogs will be rushed into this macket
altogether, ax the season is already pretty well
advanced. Packers here have handled very
few hogs so far, owing to prices being too high,
but they will soun be prepared to take hold if
values will warrant their doing so. The sea.
son opened at $6.23 to $6 30 per 100 lbe., bue
have since declined 1o &5 50 to 35.75 for fair to
choice lots. Some of our packers, however,
state that it will not pay then to barrel hogs
at over $3 23, and one party says he will not
pack at over $5.00. 1t is scarcely thought,
however, that this low figu-e will be reach-d
for prime stock. The receipts of dressed hogs
in this ¢ity from Nov. Ist to Dec. 19th, 1589,
were 18,233 head, sgainst 14,996 head for the
corresponding perisd of last year, showing an
increase of 3.237 ho g3. It is anticipated, how-
ever, by parties who have been through the
hoyg sections of Western Qntario, that there are
larger quantitics to come forward than was re
ceived during the balance of the scason last
year.—Mlontreal Trade Bulletin.

(. P. R. Earaings.

At a meeting of the directors of the Canadian
Pacific Railway company at Montreal on Dec.
30, statements of the results of workings for
the year were submitted, which, estimating for
the month of December, showed the net carn.
ings for the year above the working expenses
to be $5,029,000, atfording a surplus above
fixed charges for tise year of $2.250,000, which,
added 10 the surplus from last year, would
make a to.al surpius of $2.576,000 at the closs
uf the present year. The question of an extre
dividend was considered, aud it was decided to
declare & supplementary dividend of one per

cent., payable Fcbiuvary 17th, with the regular
one and a half per cent. hulf yearly diviiend
fiom the anuuity fund, in the hands of the
Domivion Government, nwking a total for the
ha f year of two and a half per cunt., with the
mtention of continung & siniilar half yearly
supplomentary dividend until the eapiry of the
annuity in 1503, earnings permitting, and of
accwmnulating further surplus caimngs as a
dividend reserve fund.

ROBINSON, LITTLE & GO.

——WHOLESALE——
DRY GOODS,

343 and 345 Richmond St.,
LONDONM, Ont.

Complete range of Samples with Andrew
Callender, Mclutyre Block, Winnipeg.

J. Kuhn & Son,

—DEALERS IN—

BUTTER, CHEESE AND ECGS
FLOUR AND FEED
And Produce Generally.  Ageats for the
GOLD SPOON BLEING POWDER,

Consixnments of Preduce and other Goods Sold on
Commission und Prompt returs 8 made.

Catharine Block, Alexander St. West,
WINNIPEG, - MANITOBA.

BUNTIN, GILLIES & CO0.

WHOLESALE STATIONERS,
Paper, Enveclope and Blank Book
Manufacturers and Dealers.
Hamilton, -~ Ontario.

ALL GRADES oF WRAPPING, PRINTING
AND WRITING PAPERS IN STOCK IN
REGULAR S1ZES AND WEIGHTS.

SpeciaL  S1zes MaDE To ORDER.

Orders Solicited. Prompt and Carcful
Attention Guaranteed.

The Barber & Ellis Go'y,

Nos. 43, 45, 47 and 49 Bay Street,
TORONTO. Ont.
Manufacturers of Accouxt Books,
ExvELOPES, PAPER Boxes.
Importers of all Grades of Staple Stationery.
=——DERALERS IN~——

PRINTERS” SUPPLIES,
BOOKBINDERS' MATERTALS AND
BoxMAKERS' REQUISITES.




