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RAIL INSURANCB.
A somewhlat novel bill has been broughit

hefore the Manitoba Legifflature, relating
to protection agi.inst loss front bail. Tite
bill asks for an ameadmont to the 31unic-
ipal Act, providing for tho establishmnent
of a fund to ho raiscd by taxation, to
insure against hail stornis. The idea is
to allow municipalities te pass a by-lay,
which shali ba submitted to a vote of the
clectors, providig for the raising of the
£und. If the by-law is carried. the count-
cil will thon levy a tax upon the assessa-
bie property of the niunicipality, whieh
tax is mot to ecceed ten ti lls in the dollar
in any one yaar. The fund so raised
sab h set apart for paying losses frornt
bail storms. It will ho readily seen that
this plan of hail insuralîce is open to
severai objections. Fôr instance, ail
proparty ownors of a municipality
wherein the hy-law rnight ha put in force,
would ho obliged te pay their share of the
tax, thougb p erbaps requirin g ne protec-
tion frein hail. It is reasonable te sup.
pose that in ail municipalities there are
many proparty ownars wvho aro not farin-
ers, and who 'would have no crops liabla
te ha daxnaged or deatroyed by hail.
Again, farinera do flot ail bave the saute
acreage under crop, in proportion te the
value of their property. The fariner who
devQted bis attention chiefly te stock, and
wbo gave littie or ne attention te grain
ct-eps, would -he ebliged te pay bis full
saare of the tax te preteot bis neighhor
who hadl a large grain acreage. There is
another important objection which can ha
tairas te th e proposed plan. Municipal-
ities ara usually but limnited in area. Hal
storms, thougli neyer serious takling the
country as a wbole, are often very des-
tructive te, liînited tiroas. The par cen-

ntage required to afford protection sgainst
bail, when spread around the country at
large, would be vary entai!, but almost
avery season thare ara sinsil districts
wbarein grantéamaga ladone fren lbail
atorme. Now, *if aach inunicipality,
limited in area as #~ is, is ohliged te de-
pend upen itself fort protection, it will
probahly net infrequexutly happen that the
ten nills rate 'will in ceitain yaars afford
very littie protection frein sarieus loas.
In order te overcorne the limited at-a oh-

jection, tbo bill provides that municipal-

ities nisy combine under tho proposcd

net, It can bosurtuised, however, that,

thora would ho many difficulties in tho
wasy of fermiîig a cornhination of munie.

ipalitics te such end.
The only fair plan of liail ineuranco te

the propcrty owner, weuld appear te bo
te sdopt the saine systern as in fire iii-
surance, naniely: tlhht tic pprson recciv-
ing tlîo protection slîould alonoe pay the
preilui, and tîtat thet arneunit of tint
premiuua should be ineasured in prol et-
tien te the rîak. This could ha arranned
in bail insuranca hy a prein at se
nîuch par acre on tlae different creps actu-
ally sown. A systein of bail ineurance
hy regularly orgauized insuranca conîpa-
nies would ba prefarabla te titis proposed
municipal plan, sud it is a inattar fer
wender that seute more general meve has
not heen made te provide such insuranco.
The annual loases front bail atorme,
theugh unimportant in the a-gregate, aro
ofteu v'ery severe upon inidividuals antd
liînited sctions, sud saine easy sud relia-
hie systain of insurance agsînst such losses
should bo previded. Takint, Manitoba as
a wholu and scattecing the risks through-
eut tlîe province, tlîe prcmîums upon
sucli insurance should ha very triflin., te
the individual fariner, whilst the sggre-
gate of inQured preperty would undoubt-
edly ho -'ary large. Experience bas
cheovn that soute reliahbe and easily atrang-
cd systeni of liail insursuce is a necesgity
lu this country. If an official plan of
bail inzurance is te ha proviVed, a provin-
cial system would seent very much pre-
foable te tbe proposed municipal schenie,
as under a provincial plan the two p>rin-
cipal objections te tîne municipal systent
already neted, could ha ohviated. The
limitad at-ca objection 'would ha overcenie,
and instad of assessing ail preperty pro
rata, a fund could ha previded by either
a voluntary insurance, or a conipulsory
tax at se nxuch per acru of the dif-
feront cet-ais, levied diretly upen the
ownars of the crops. Such cornpulsory
tax might heo bjected, te by soe as un-
fair, but it would certaînly ho far less
open te tha charge of injustice, than ie
the idea contsined in the preposed munic-
ipal systont o! hail insurance, under whir.h
a coutpulsory tax would ha levied upon
the preperty of pet-sons wbo grow little or
ne grain ct-eps, solely for the henefit of
tîtose whese attention is given te grain
growing.

BRITISHI COLUMBIA RAILYIAiS.
British Colombia lias two imîportant

rail wvay rchemos on band at prasent, tvhich
are intended te conneet Nvitli United
States roads. Tho oldeat o! thao sehemps
lias heen agitatcd for sonia tirne, aud lias
lierotofore sulliered-frein the disallowanco
poliey of the Domîinion (.overnent.
Thîis is the rond propesed te run south
front Ncwv WVctniuster te Puget Sound
points. Tito Seattle, Like Shoe & East-
ern railway cornpany ia new building a
rond uorthward frorn Seattle, WVashington
Territory, towsrd the bôundary. A
considerablu portion cf tuf s rend i% new
undar construction, and it is expected the
i-oad tvill ho completed te the houndary
hy the close of tha present year. Front
tihe boundary te Westminster, tvhore the
road tvould conneot with the 0. P. Ry.,
the distance is but thirtean miles. The
comp!etien of this rond tvill conneot ail
the Pacifiec coat railways, aud give a
throughi ail rail route frein British Coluni-
bia te Mexico.

Tite other sohieme for connection witlî
the United States ronds is of more recent
date, its bavitig corne preminently te tbe
front durimg tie hmat few meniths. In
this acharne Victoria ,and Vancouver Is-
land are chiefly iîîtcrested. The idea la
te exter.d a braudi of tint Pacific cost
systern of railways through Washington
Territory, on tlîe west sida of Puget
Sounîd, te a peint on the straits of Juan
de Fuca, at or about Port Asrgeles. The
&tt-aits at this point la abo~ut ton utiles
tvide. Thn Esquimait and Nanalîno rail-
way wvould hc extended te a point on tho
coast opposite 'Port Angeles, and it is
proposcd te fcrry the trains tieros and in
this wsy conîteot tînt twvo reads. It is
clsirncd that the acharne le a pcrfectly
feasihia eue. Tf cnt-t-ld out, this plan
would giva %rictoiria and the Island rail-
way all rail connection with the Pacifie
coast railway systern. The railway ferry
systein ie, it je well known, frequcîîtly
adopted in crossing large streams, as iii
the case of the St. Clair, Detroit sud S3t.
Lawrence rivers in Eastern Canada, snd
it should work toeaven botter ndvantage
in crossing the sti-aits o! Focs, where
thera will ha freedein frein the ice draw-
back, sucb as is at tinies encountercd on
the rivera naniad. The people o! Victo-
ria are cf courso delighted over the pros-
pect of baving their islsnd izolation bro-
ian in this way. A hill providing for the
extension of the Island railway te fleeclier
bay, opposite Port Angeles, bas passid


