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A FRIEND bas vi-itîca mie ftrom Madawaska, N.B3.
Ho expresses tht hope>t hat "Eli's pen wili

prove miglîtier thian the swaord ta cut the thread ai
begotted ignorance and inibecile legislation, such as re-
maving the expert duty on aur legs and allowî Amnen-
cans ta retain iheir duty an sprucc and raîse it on
cedar, giving flicta a preaîiunî over us ta siaugliier aur
iorcsts." i ;%ni aller ail 'ciii fellows who wvould giî-c
awvay this country ai ours evea ta a behoved Vank ; and
n nîy opinion it w-as a seyiaus blun'let ai the gavera-
ment ta have includcd spruce wiîh legs whea rcuaviag
the expart duty. This legisiatian is cspecîally rough
an thte humbcrîng inierosis ai New Brunswick, whtrt
s-pruce taris so large part ofitheir stock la trade in luni-
ber. 0f course the V'ana had an eyt ta business litre,
spi-uce beiîîg the chîetgroî-tb af tht Mfaint florests, the
State that cai dlaimi tht Phumed Knight ai the Harrison
cabinet, and in the arra ngement of tatiff mations, titis
nîucî w-as madle sohid for Maint,. On the general
question ai the renicîvai ai the expert dut>- an legs,
opinions ai lunîibernit.n are -undoubtdly a gond deal
divided.

"T'lt lumber irade would ccnîainly be injuniously
affected ta Canada" saîd 1%ir. Sinclair ai Paisley,
"'should any course ai legîstaý.ton necossîtate an in-
creaso la the imîport duty on lumber goîng itt the
United Suates. Since tht reduction ai the duty tramt
$2 ta $i we have beea-enabled ta slîîp la much harger
quantites ta the States. Our cutting îs chiefly bard-
woad, maple ta a god extent. WVe have aise saut
cedar ln this locaiity. Tht woods havever in thîs
section are goîting cleared and in about ta years we'Il
not have ver-y vnuch mare ai the prescrnt forests ta cul."1

Duty or no duiy continues ta be a hcading questian
la lumberiiîg cîrcles. Wheroî-tr 1 ineet itîmberuen
tht niatter conîtes ta the front ta sonne shape. "WVe have
been able," saîd a large open.ator, "ta get lumber inta
the United States that could never have been shîpped
thene îvîth the extra dollar duty in exisîenc. %'e have
shipped oî-er, t,ooaooo fi. culis acrass tht line, that
hitherta rtmaintd here deptnding entireiy on local
tradefotaiînarket. And this bas been tht case îvith other
lunîber, besides cuits, that bas gant tramn Canada. I au
speakiîg now ai lumber, anuiactured at aur Cana-
dian inilis. No doubt tht abolition ai the log duty bas
had some local offect anîang saw mili mea, but
as between the injury it bas caused tht teiv and the
generai benefit ta the eture lumber trade there is a
ivide guli£"

Noîhing botter than history ta help in the intelligent
discussion aio a question. Ont ncod not necessarily fol-
low la tht uine ai bistary always; but it is an cxper-
ience and as such is an actuai guide post ofiwbat is best
and %visest ta fallow-it rnay be; ai-ta shun ; or pcrhaps
-madity. i have came açrass a bit ai Scattish history
touching the inatter ai fai-estry, that may point a moral
or adora a tait in this newer land. Tht Scotch are
proverbially a canny people and their recognitian ai
the v-alue ai farcsts and the danger aring tram denud-
ing the land ai them "-as ver>' tar>', la 1535 the
Scottish parliatient passcd a law inflîcîîag thie death
penalty upon an>' one convictcd af steaing tîmber foi-
tht third lime train the public domaîn. The area ta
tumber la Scotland in i8z2 ivas 913,698 acres, ln 1872,
734,49o acres and la 1881, 829,476 actes. And the
saint liî-ohy and intelligent înterest ta tai-est-y is taken
by the Scottish people to-day. i don't know that the>'
do an>' liangiag now--a-days, but tye are adopting the
more intelligent mcîhods ai modern tumes and propose
P-stablishîag a scîtool ai torestry, sa as ta educate the
people up ta a higher undcrstaadiag ai tht v-alue ai
this God-given îveaiih. .

"The curse ai the luinber trade in this r.ountry,"

said MNr. J Gray, ai Gea. Hastings & Ca., city, 'lis tht
crc'hit systeni. WVe selI a lot ai stuff. neariy ail an time,
and then cverv uittle white sanie tcllow goes under and
taking the season thrnughout lasses cnough are made
ta take off a gond slceaofthe year'% profits." Hnw about
duty an lumber, inquircd Il Eli ?"' i1 uni an tht road
nearly ill thet imie," said lâr. Gray. "Along tht North
Short tht milis are içching tht cffect ai the largo siîîp-
ment ai legs ta the States, and wherc thcy do flot close
dawn. they are runaing on short tume. WVholc coin-
munities are affTccîd ai course whcre this i& the case,
mea are throwii out ai cmploymnent, the storekeepers
lose their customcrs and villages will bc depicted. Al
thîs is offset by certain general bonefits. Tumber his
are nmade more v-auable ; and coarser lumber, oveiî
cuhîs, that wiîîî tht heavier duty couid not be shippcd
ta thc States art going over the-e in considerabie quart-
tities. Tht lumber trado is in this way bcncfltted.
WVhcre rtet Americans arc towing legs over ta bt cut in
their own mils, they are leaving bchind a lot ai raugb
stuff, tops of trocs and that îke, which are nat going ta
benefit aur lirnîts any."

A reader ai this page,îakes me ta his besoin in titis
tashian : "lEh, you have a vencrabie appearance, evi-
dentiy a maan af great wisdomn and gond nature. i
like your sitile and yaur nast. Vaur mature yoars are
a guarantoe that whatevtr appears ta yaur columnns
ilul bc wvorîh tht most seriaus consideration af mani-

kind. Tht wriîor is mast pleased ta leara that tht
CANADA LuMBSRNIAN bas fouad its way ta tar- off
India. Permit mce ta say a word or two abou~t foi-est
administration in India. Tht torest officiais af that
part ai tht British Empire, by their zeal and scieatiflc
k-nawledge, have placed the administration ai the
torests beyond that ofialmost evtry ather country. In
1886 a revenue ai about £2,ooooaoo stg. wvas abtained.
Formerly there ivas not anly an entîre absence ai rev-
enue but a capital eacb ycar becoming hess. Tht
rapaciaus timber dealer, who cut but for selfiaggran-
disement, ivas restrained, and a course betwttn reck-
less %vaste and legitimate demand, %vas foliowtd
resuiting la tht revenue rnentianed above. If yau
cauld induce sat Indian farest officiai through your
subscriber, ta send an article or two on tht subiect ai
torostry, train which we Canucks could leara howv ta
manage c'-îr fast disappearing torests, yau would be
doirg * ery ivise act, aad for which your descendants,
near id remate, wauld rist and cail you blessed. la
tht . .guage ai M ilton; "lLong may you ivave. Adieu
zîîy reic rable friend."1

la nîy ramifications amang busintsî mea I get
wormtd itt discussions an mnany different topics.
Tht ait' talked ofisubject ofiadvtrtising camne up tht ather
day in a business office la this city. Did it pay ta ad-
î'ertise %ras tht flot very tresh query? One occupant ai
tht office doubted il, another said it w-as a wasteiui
vaste ai money, tht awntr ai tht establishment hiniseli
vas spending a considerable sumn in this direction, and
speaking tramn bis awn oxperience hoe kntw,. that adver-
tîsîng paid. 1 vas a listener rather than a.talker; was
indted "a chiel amang thein taking notes," and it
was interesting ta diagnose tht case. "A"' was scepti-
cai-truth bis calling did flot throw bimt in the way ai
advertising, hie had flot studied tht question claseiy
and yeî as anly a casual observer bie cauld flot believe
that sa many sbrewd business mca îvould spend the
amouat that was indicatcd by their space in ieading
jaurnals, and do ibis continuously if no resuits were
tarîhcauing ; so that for this reasan, while menally he
had misgivings, ho was flot gaing ta dogmiatise. "B"'
%vas a business man ai tht aid school, fortune and
special circuustances bad favored bim, sa that witbout
mucb effort he bad made moncy, and "hoe dîdn't have ta
throw any away in advertising etber," and taking bis
.)-n experience ta be typicai af tht generai experience,
instead, i 'vas exceptianal, be dcnounccd the whalt busi-
ness as a huubug. WVe've aIl met these kiad ai people
and tht logic ofia John Stuart Miil woild be wasted on
îhem. WVho was nutaber three ? Weil he wvas an
adi-ertiser. Ht had faith in printoi-'s ink and ho bad
shown it by bis works. Ht did nai, it is truc, niake a

thousand dollar cantract thoughtiessiy. .-The mcdiumi
offcning advertisiniz was studicd. Vid il suit bis par-
ticular needs? As a manufacturer hc,bieliev'ed in trade
journals, as rcaching specially the :people with whin
lie could expcct to do business. He kncw that nlot
oniy was a trade jou.nal carefuily read by its iub.
scribers-rbut-itnin-cases out of ten it %vas kept an tyle
for future roerence-yes for thc ildvcrtiscments, as weli
as the general roading. H-e paid attention to bis advcr-
tising. His argument was that if ht pald to spend a
given suai per ycar in this way, it baid ta have it looked
after and woll donc, and i happpea ta know that there
-ir-e feiv "ads" in any of aur newspapers more striking
than those that bear this firm's namo. Ho knows how
ta advertise and it pays. i got serre painters an
adv'crtising in this short haIt hour with men of varinus
minds that will bc vaiuablc ta me.

A feîv days aga 1 callect on Mr. James Tonnant, the
well-knawn lumber merchant af Victoria street. and
whilst there had an interesting chat with Mr. Christie,
anc ai the oldest and most respccted members af the
trade in Canada.

Spcaking ai gencrai business, Mr. Tonnant had the
sanie story ta tcll, that is found recorded elsewhcere in
this page tramn the lips af Mr. Gray. "Business ia
Capada," said. he, "lis awkwardly handicapped by the ex-
tent of the credit system. WVc sell on three moaths'
tunie, and too ofien arc obiiged ta:. renew the larger
part for anather three months. la the States terms arc
at the autsidc 6o days riid mare frcquentiY 3o days or
net cash. 1I't is a steaLly cash -outlay by the nianufac.
turer tram the time the men go inta the woods until
the flaîshed lumber is rcady for the dealer, and just as
much as the load af wheat tht tarnier draws ta mar-
ket, and seils aaly for cash, iihould lumber bc nét cash."

."IGenerai business," said Mr. Toennant, «"s quiet.
Dealcrs ail through the country complain af a scarcity
of maney and as a consequence fcw purchasers. Trado
la the city is akin ta the conditions in the country
notw'ithstanding the figures paraded in the daily press
assuming ta show a large increase in building pennits
aver iast year. Permits ta-day are issucd for aimost
every stick of building that goes on ; in 1890 this was
nat sa."

"IBesides," joined Mr. Christie, "a large part afithis
yea>s building is such as you ste across the road-
pointing tram the office windaw ta tht massiveote
structure af the Loan A£snciation being crccted on
corner Victoria and Adelaide strects-in çt hich there is
very littie îvood used.»

"MNost certainiv the roduction ai the duty on hum-.
ber ta one dollar a thousand," quoth Mr. Tonnant,
"bhas increased shipments ta tht :5tates.".

"And there has beon no general ciosing do-sa ai saw
milîs aiong tht North Short," added Mir. Christie,
.'such as was predicted. 1 have been pretty nearhy
aver the whohe of that ground this season, and only
knaov ai two mills that hiave been ciosed, and there
were exceptional reasons for this. The milîs at
Spanish river, Bying Inlet, Victoria Harbor, Parry Sound
Collingwood, Pt. Severn, Cool, Bras.' milI, ]3ryant's
m-ill and a string ai others 1 could. name are ail i-un-
ning and doing gond business. Na such quaatity af
legs as same have named is being shipped to the
States. Pity is that tht duty was not removed entire-
ly. There should be complete fret trade in lumber."

"The extra shipmcnts ai lumber ta tht States," i-e-
sumcd Mi-. Tennant, "are aiso having sorme effect in
stiffening prices la Canada. I have no idea that tht
goveramont wiil make any mave ta reimpose the log
duty. The Ottawa lumbermen, among whom are sonne
ai the strangest friends of tht gaverniment, wouid
neter consent ta any step that wôuid load ta an in-
crease in the duty on lumber, and the reimpasitiaa af
the duty an legs wouhd oficourse work this way."1

"Mai-coi-or," said Mr. Christie, "as a matter ai policy
ht is tht warst thing tht governiment couhd do. Conm-
miercial interests cannot be imperilled by constant
tinkering witb tht tarif."»

And with a hoarty good-day ive partcd.

California has 2,675 of the giant trecs still let, and
tht largest ofithese is thirty-three tees in diameter.
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