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amining ail that Lau beeri written and said fur and ajaûut the 1 shal herte assume <what no doubt lias beea denied) Ébat
Christian faith. soine op1inions may lie treated as neeessary ta civilization ; and

1 contend, then, that since Christianity -may be truc (which that as regards the State, so long as thera is noa persecution,
is ail that 1 ask, the infidel te allow> ; tbat since, ii truc, its the usefuinesa or expediency of particular opinions, and nlot
beheste are of everlasting moment to every one ; that since, their truth raerely, niay Lie taicen into consideration. It cannot
irreverence and ridicule are conditions inconsistent vith the bc necessarY when a given emergency presents itself, and the
yery nature of Christian opinions, and incompatible with their State must, in Éhat emergency, act one way or the otber, thAt
Just action as opinions, it is the riglit and the duty of the State, the Stato 8bould know, 'with infallible certainty, tbat it3 opin-
plot by infi-inging upon liberty of opinion, but on the contrary, ions on the abstract question are right. But thea it is said,
in purmnuua of fit, and for securingit, to punish the licentious when we dlaim to look at expediency or usefulness, that cvefl
scoffer, and declare blasphemy a crime. the usefuiness of an opinion is itself matter of opiaion 1 WhPat

then ? la the State ta, stand suilt, and do nothing, in ail niatters
let me, la conclusion of this view of the question, reinind that can bie demed milliers of opinion, because the trutli or use-

yen of tht touching languago of Lord Erskino in Wlillianzs' fuîness of the opinion may Lie debated ? It would Lie idle to
case. Speakingof the blasphemous publication, " Paine's Age treat sueh a contention as entitled tu any serions attention,
of Reason," hie says,-" It stnikes at the best, and sometimes, were it flot that such a notion eems tu b>e countenanced by
aise! the only refuge and consolation amidst the troubles and recent writcrs of great ability.
afflictions of the world. The poor and humnble, 'whom iL affects iNow, what I arn eontending for is, that, the state mnay adopt
ta pity, may Le stabbed ta the heart by it. They have more4

occasion for firm hopes beyond the grave than the rich and and act upon the opinion that Atheism is pubiicly aud nation-
prosperous, who bave other comforts ta render life deligbtful. aily pernicious-that 'wben .Atbeism assumes the forma of bLas-
I e conceive a distressed, but virtuous man surrounded by PY pLm " iLnay bie punished-and that, sa ta treat it, involves noa

bis eildren looking up ta hlmi for bread, when he bas none to violation of true liberty of opinion. The answcr itz, that the
givethem; snkin uner te lt da's abou, ad unqu1 nation, :.., the majority,cannot, withoutassuminginfallibiiity,

ta the xiext; yet still (supported by confidence mn the hour Les tat Éate, unis t crit Sups is tneai Leranted.l
'when ail tears shall be wiped front the eycs of affiction) Loar- lis tent atd uni the uertinatyb isf ote alc pcalo
ing the burden laid upon him by a mysteriaus Providence itoeseted ble qury sexpionce r a Le i ef t f lakiae dif
which lie adores, and anticipating with exultation, the revealed teeleI îtri xoine aeape eds
promises of bis Creator, when Le sahalilibe greater than the regarded, a far as it warns u4 against infidelity ? Is Gavera-
greatest and happier than the happiest of mankiad. Whiat a 1ment to fall te pieces-the fiîbrie of society tu totter-so far

chane l suh ammdmigt L wrogbtby ucha mrcieasas they have been reared and built up of Christian materials,
chang in uch amindmightlie rough by uch mec lecsbause as yct there is fia ane and no Gavernmeat that eau

publication !"' oracularly assume infallibility ?
.Anoiher conaideration which nmore properly Lelangs ta this Nots iemaseprsysaedhMrMi lLs

line of argument than ta the succeeding one, thougli perhapse book on Liberty, and it is worth while ta notice how explicitly
la strictness ta neither, arises from the particular circumstance'Le puts i t. 1 dlaim the foul benefit of the objection as he him-
that the great majority of people ia this country profess te sl upssi

Chritia relgio. AsndiiduasteybengOirisiau,, j After arguing that ail opinions are equally hiable ta the riskmlot but acknawledge the duty of holding la veneration God of error, hie supposes soin; .e ta abject thus.
and the Bible. Naw, the question 'which 1 would ask le,~ -There lana groater assomption of infailibilityia forbidding
whether they are releasod from this obligation Lecause they 1tho propagation of error than in any other thing which la donc
bave ag&regated themselvcs inta a state-Lecause they are a Ly public authority, an its own judgnment and rcsponsibility.
corporation, and nat nuits? It le, ofecourse, conceded, that al Jud ment is given ta men that they nay use iL Iecause it
themembersof thecorporation are uaL Christiana by profession;- a gb g use eroeulae e ob od htte uh

andthoe Inee hadlyai», who are not sueh, wc do not notYbe usedi a erasly , arehi mca t eyi thatk they iogh
address la this argument. Furthter still, I admit that, a tt usei1tal opoii htte likpriluwere a question of proAibiting or enforcing opinions, th is not ciaiming exemption fromn error, but fulfilling the duty

spnaL those rejecting theni we couid make no use of thie fact incombent on then, although faihible, of acting an their con-
tha th maoriy ae Crisian. Iutperecuionsnd scientiouq conviction. If wc wcra nover ta ctan uropinions

tee whjih aroe pso Christian iîy bupr ein ont of t- because tiose opinions may Le wrong, vre sliould leave ai our
tlerace, 'what aenwei her ta th sggtinthat hei satoe intercaLa uncared for, and ail aur duties unperformed. Anthecas,,wat nswr i thre o te sggetio tht te sineobjection which applies toail conduct can be fia Ynlid objectionduty rests upon Lthe aggregate of Christians which is acknow-, toa nny conduct in particular. It la the duty of Governinente,
ledged ta, Lxnd themn individuaily ? llow cari their association ,and of individuals ta formi the truest opinions they can; to
ia Lthe saule cammunity wîitb unbelievers exanerate tlem from, furm them carefully, and never impube tlicm upon athers
perfarming thie duty whichà rests upon themscîves as Clîristians, unless tlîey are (jolie sure of Leing riglit. Bot when tbeyare
sand the performance of whicb, by thie hypothesis. involves fin ueo uh esnr a aj ti ltcncetus.~ u
reaac h otcjut hie fthe diie uisstie «nts.enm Iof eans cowardice ta shrink from acting on tlîeir opinions, and allaw
mass wh aep thei Divinelo iubctieand "aht t namo ofmust, doctrines whîich they hiovestly :hink dangerous ta the welfare

every kce hah bo," hho a ublc ad (LîL thy rustof m-tnkind, either la this life or in anotiier, ta Lie scatteredadmît ta Lie) a profane desecration of tbat marne ta go unreý abroad mithiout restraint. flecause othecr peuple, ia less en-
buked, and that too under the tacit sanction of thîcir own laws, lightened tiies, bave pcreccutcd opinions now bciieved ta bc
imerzely becausa there are sorne alii with thom la the State truc, let us take care, it inay bc said, flot tu make the samne
who disarow the Christian injonction, but wli3se liberty of mnist.ake; but govcrnnîcnts and nationis have made mistakes
opinion is not infringed by enforcing it? lai othier tiingit, wli aire nlot denied ta Le fit subjects for the

Let me now proee a tiitose considerations whiciî ara of a, exorcisa of auîlîority: thîey have laid on Lad taxes; zmade un-
mixed charactor, and represent îcorZdIy raLlier tlîan TCZiqûimls unjarit, wars. Ougllt %vc tlerefurc, ta lay on no'taxes, and
interezs; sccular raLlier than reliioîîs conbideratiuns. ii the, under whîatcvcr provocation, inake 110 ivars? Mea and govera-
State entlîhed tu repress blasphemy opon time Lasis ofa foregone , monts muet act tu the Lest of tbeir ability. Thiere is fia such
conclusion, tbat athiign or infldcliîy ia publicly perniçvu.4,, thing ae absolute certainty, but tuera is assurance sufjlcientfjbr
apart from, any consideration of the precirie nature of Chris- Utc 1?utposes of huinit ljff. WVa ray, and muet, assume aut
t;anity ? opinion ta ho truc for Lthe guidance of aur own conduot; and iL


