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The case of McDougall v, Campbell, 6 U,

C. R 502, has settled an important principle
of law ; and we think the decision in every
way satisfactory. The short point in the case
was this : the plaintiff being about to advance
a sum of money on the mortgage of an estate,
upon which the defendant had a prior mort-
gage, the defendant agreed to postpone his
mortgage to the plaintiff’s. The agreement
was in writing, but the plaintiff omitted to
registerit. The defendant afterwards assigned
his mortgage for value to an assignee, with-
out notice of the agreement with the plaintiff,
and consequently the plaintiff lost his priority,
The question to be determined  was
whether the defendant, under those circum-

stances, was bound, to indemnify the plaintiff
or not. The Supreme Court, affirming the
Court of Appeal for Ontario, held that he
was.

Strong, J., dissented, on the ground
that the defendant was not bound to d;

to his assignee the agreement to
that the plaintiff had lost his priority th;o,ugh
his own fault and by the operation of the
Registry Law, for which the defendant was
not responsible. It is, however, satistactory
in the interest of fair and honest dealing, that
the majority of the Court felt able to discard
this line of reasoning, and conforn, to the
principle that a man cannot derogate from his
own contract to the prejudice of another, even
by keeping silence, when in common justice
he ought to speak.
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THE recent Masonic Lottery. in which,
according to the manager thereof, as reported
in the daily papers, was “ consummated the
grand act of the Masonic Temples history,”
makes us feel a lively hope that the proper
authoritics will take measures to prevent the
consummation of similar “grand acts” for
the future.  The recent lottery was a compara-
tively small affair, but it is the thin cdge of
the wedge, and the taste for such casy roads
to wealth, like more legitimate forms of am-
bition, ““ grows by what it feeds on.” Nothing
can he more demoralizing to the people than
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such public lotteries and the long lls(tla)(”s
lucky numbers, which appeared a few v
ago in our daily papers, reminds oné oy
pleasantly of what may be seen almost ain
day in the week in the morning ]’"‘P’erS o
Spanish countries. The demoralization a
the Spanish people may be attributed, t(')orl
great degree, at all events, to their passt
for lotteries and other kinds ofgambling'; anal
if the recent Masonic Lottery was not 11165ur
under Imp. 12 Geo. IL ¢ 28, which On,
Courts have held to be in force in this Couor
try (Cronyn v. Widder, 16 U. C. R. 356), il
under our C. S, C., ¢ ¢35, it would be wfﬁ
to remove such a defect in our criminal 1aW:

The first number of the Zaw /35/”’:2
issued this year contains a full report of t
address by the Lord Chancellor, on behalf oo
himself and the Judges of England, made te
Her Majesty on receiving form her hands th

.. w
key of the building containing the new 18
Courts.

fine that we make no excuse for reprodUCirlg
it here for the benefit of those of our readers
who do not subscribe to the Zaw Reports, of
whose notice it may haye escaped. It wa

not included in the account of the Ol)Cnmg
reproduced in our number for February 18t
The Lord Chancellor concluded thus :—

“It was, indeed, fitting

and worthy of youf
Majesty,

that these Royal Courts should .be
dedicated to their future use by the Sovereig?
of these realms, whose noblest prerogatives f‘"e
justice and merey, and from whom all jurisdictio”
within the British dominions is derived. Y"lfr
Majesty’s Judges are deeply sensible of thelf
own many shoricomings, and of their need ©
that assistance whicly they h
ceived from the Bar of Engl
other members of the ley.

ave constantly 1€

€
and, and from th
) A .
al profession ; but, ¢!

couraged by your Majesty’s gracious approvah,

and having before them *he examples of a long

line of illustrious predecessors, they have ef
deavoured, and will
th

. : ' e
to your M:UCﬁt.\', with zeal for the public selv‘lcd’
with firmness, impartiality, in the fear of Gody

: 1
always endeavour, to fulf
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‘The peroration of this address is $ ,
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¢ great duties entrusted to them with fdelit




