
8 INFLUENCE OF THE WAR OF 1812.

1 have made no attempt to follow possible lines of influence on the 
American side, but it might be rather interesting to study the effect of 
the War of 1812 upon the settlement of the tier of northwestern States 
along the boundary, and the possible reaction, one way or the other, 
upon the development of our Northwest. In 1812 Michigan and Illinois 
only are represented in the population tables of the United States; Wis­
consin does not appear until 1840; Minnesota until 1850; and North 
Dakota and Montana until 1870. Michigan increased from a population 
of 4,762 in 1810 to 8,896 in 1820; 31,639 in 1830; 212,267 in 1840 ; 397,654 
in 1850 ; 749,113 in 1860. Illinois grew even more rapidly. She had 
12,282 in 1810; 55,211 in 1820; .o7,445 in 1830; 476,183 in 1840 ; 851,470 
in 1850, and 1,711,951 in 1860. Wisconsin, starting with 30,945, in 1840, 
jumped to 305,391 in the next decade ; and 775,881 in 1860. These three 
States could each boast of more than a million white inhabitants in 1870, 
Michigan having 1,184,059; Illinois, 2,539,891, and Wisconsin, 1,054,670. 
Minnesota, with 6,077 in 1850, had 172,023 in 1860, and 439,706 in 1870. 
North Dakota is credited with 2,405 white inhabitants in 1870; and 
Montana, 20,595. i

The real growth of population on the Canadian side was of much 
later date. According to Dr. Bryce, the Red River settlers numbered 
in 1815 about 283. Alexander Ross, in his “Red River Settlement,” 
gives the total population of the Colony in 1849 as 5391 ; and in 1855, 
about 6,500. A statistical account of the Red River Colony, included in 
the Hudson Bay Report of 1857, gives the population in 1849 as 5,291, 
and in 1856 as 6,523. The number of whites and half-breeds in the 
Hudson Bay Territories in 1856 is stated in the same Report to be about 
11,000. J. J. Hargrave, in his “Red River,” gives the population of Red 
River, including the Prairie Portage, in 1870, as about 12,800. This 
included whites and half-breeds, and also Indians within the boundaries 
of the Colony. Another authority gives the white population between 
Lake Superior and the Rocky Mountains, in 1871, as 12,225. In 1881, 
Manitoba and the Territories had a white population of 118,706; and in 
1891—six years after the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway— 
the population had increased to 260,573.

One other fascinating, though probably not very substantial, line 
of influence between the War of 1812 and the settlement of the Canadian 
West, is through the western fur-trade. There are several possible ap­
proaches to the question, and I shall only attempt to very briefly sug­
gest a few of them. On general principles it may be assumed that the 
fur-trade was inimicable to settlement—or if you are a fur-trader, you


