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of above half the fugitivea, equally in- 1755.

effcdual were threats orpromifcs, re-^-*^r-"*^

wards or punifhoiedts. The general,

bowevejr. ienfible of the imporunce of

the fervice, purfued his march in ipit0

of every vexatious diiappsintment. As
be pafled their country, he called upon

the Indians of the Six Nations, at foiiie

of their cafUes v and fent embafTadors

%Q the reft, preflinc them to join him,

with aiTurances of bis protedUon. ^ut

they ieemed in general greatly difm- Six Na-

clined to our weftem operations. In-tionsa-

4ian affairs had been too long nsgl^<^cd^^^^[^_

by the province of New York, to which gara expe«

the principal management of them ha;sdition,and

always been cpoimitted. Neither the^^/*

fums aUotted for prefents to thofe la^

vajges, were always by our governors '

fairly expended ; nor the prefents them-
selves honeftly diftributcd. And {)firtly

thro* repeated frauds, and the omiffion

of proper meafures to conciliate ^eir

favour, our intercft with them amount-
ed to little more than a bare neutra-*

Kty. Mr. Johnfon* neverthelefs pre- Johnfon

tending a mighty influence over them, ^^^^^ »

was iijtrufted with 5000 1. fterling, in^°"^*^'j^

order to engage their aflillance for thcj^^^]^"

feneral benefit of his Majefly's fervice.

or this purpofe he held a congrefs with

ibmc of their principal fagnems at

Mount-


