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« drawing to a conclufion, and a diffolution was forefeen, they

«f demanded one hundred thou/and pounds from the JEleflor^ t»

«' corrupt boroughs, to influence eleilionsi and to return men of con-

'* ftitutional andWh Ig g i sh principles to the enfuing parliament,

«« The magnitude of the fum left no room for hefitation in re-

" jefting their requeft. One repulfe, however, was not fuffici-

** ent either to intimidate or difcourage a party fo eager in the

*< purfuit of their defigns. They diminilhcd their demand to

**
fifiy than/and pounds. The Eledlor plainly told theiit) that

«* he could not fpare the money. That he had done the greateft

*' fervice confident with his own particular fituation, and the

«* ftatc of Europe in general, to the well affefted in Britain.

** That he had engaged the Emperor and Empire to continue the

« luar againft France. That he had tm^loytA.feventeen thou-

« fatid of his troops- againft that kingdom. That this circum-

«< ftance had deprived the French King of the power of fending

« an army into Britain with the Pretender. That could he

« even advance the money, which was far from being the cafe,

" the fecret could never be kept ; and that a difcovery might

« be dangerous, from the oifence that the meafure was likely

« to give to the Britilh nations*."

Within a few pages, we meet with frefli applications of the

fame kind. <* The Whigs again urged the Eleftor to invade

*' the kingdom. They promifed to furniih hira with fums, upon

« his credit, to fave their country, and to execute his own de-

«< figns ; but with an inconfiftence repugnant to thefe large

" promifes, they reverted to their former demands of money

« from his Highnefs. They aflced penfionsyor poor confcie:ttious

<« Lords nvho nuere in ivant offubjiftence. They demanded, with

« the moft vehement entreaties, two thou/and pounds, to carry

<« the eleAions for the Common Council ofLoudon, "hey reprc-

** fented, that, with that fum, they could chufe their own crea-

« tures, and terrify the Queen and parliament with remon-

« ftrances and addreiTes throughout the winter +." It is not

furpriiing that Mr. Macpherfon is a nioft unpopular hiftorian.

Macpherfon, vol, )i, chap, iq, t Ibid*
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