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the Couth has the appearance of an ifland, but is firmly connefted with

the main land. To the ead the land retires and forms a finall inter, appa-

rently favorable to anchorage ; it has a flat rock on which the water

broke in its entrance, and has not any other vifible danger excepting

that of being much exi)ofid to the fouth and s. e. winds. Not being

able to fail into the bay, we flood towards its fouth point, which lies

from the norrli point s. 30 e. at the diflance of 7 miles. Within ihefe

limits appeared three finall openings in the coafl, one already noticed to

the eaflward of the north point, the other two immediately within the

fouth point; acrofs thefe a connefted chain of breakers feemed to ex-

tend, with three higli white rocks, which nearly blockaded the palHige.

Although very folicitous of gaining more intelligence, this was all the in-

formation I was able to procure of this i)lace, which required to be mi-

nutely furveyed by our boats before the veffel fliould enter; the flate of

the weather was ill calculated for fuch fervice ; it was very dark and gloomy,

and the deprcfhon of the mercury in the barometer indicated an approach-

ing ftorm. Our foundings when under 33 fathoms were on a rocky bottom,

and confidcring that any further examination at this time was not impor-

tant, I fleered along the coafl to the fouthward for point de los Reys, fo

named by the Spaniards, which at noon bore by compafs, s. 22 i:. diflant

about 2 leagues : the latitude by an indiflerent obfervation, 38" 7',

My apprehenfions of bad weather were not ill founded ; after a few

liours calm we were again vilited by a s. s. e. gale, attended as before

with heavy rain ; this foon reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails, and

brought with it a very heavy fea. Soon after midnight the wind fud-

denly fliifted to the weftwaid, the Iky became clear, and we again

fleered for die land ; about n'ne the next morning we palfed point de los W'cdnei. 14

Reys, which I found to be fituated in latitude 38° o', longitude 237° 24'.

This is one of the mofl confpicuous promontories fouthward from

cape Flattery, and cannot eafiiy be miflaken ; when ken from the north,

or fouth, at the diflance of 5 or 6 leagues, it appears infular, owing to

its projefting into the fea, and the land behind it being lefs high than

ufual near the coafl; but the interior country prcferved a more lofty

appearance, although thefe mountains extended in a diredlion further

from


