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THE

EDITOR'S PREFACE.

TO afcertain the following par^culan hath been long Matter

of eager Enquiry^ as wttl aqsong the curious as uie com-
mercial Fart of Maqikiiu), whether there is a PofllbiUty of
reaching the Eaf-Indies by a (hotter Way than that of

doubling theCa^ ofGoodRape ; and whether the two great Continents

of .^fBa and America do aOually any where join <Hr not In regard to

the nrft Article, thtre are at prdent onlytwo Maritime Tradts known>
by which we hi|Vip a Cdouaunication frith the Bafi'Jkdiatt ,fm of
the Cbbe > the firft, round the Soothtrivnoft Prbmootory of j^of,
to the EaftWard} the fecond, th«t ftitt more Southerly one m A-
merica, called O^ Bam^ to the Weftward. The fxmer of tfaele.

Is the onhrW ufed by Uie feverat Nations of Ettrefe, whofe Otm-
meirte inyites them to the piifiat Seat, as being by much the flsQM^

of u«4 tw^ thott^ a long find moft tedious Voyage. VarioDsiuivip

been the NRthodt^ouj^t upon to ikcUitate opr NaVigatliMi to tN^
Parts, to ihonen the vw Qrcuit we are forced to malte, and to ftft

ixfth die Time and Trotibte escpeaded in '(ailing round the Conti-

nent of ^rica. As a Remedy againft this Inconvenience, a SchMte
was pcdopfed to cut a Guild through the Neck of Land, that li^ W*
tween the moft Northern Exteilt of the Red Sea, and the

Part of theX^tMvrf, (which dividing 4/h from
latter a great Peoinfulii,) and.fo to open « Patfi

from the Medtterranean through the StnSts of:

Scheme, though concerted, m begun to be put in
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