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The fevere treatment of our forces, on this re-

215-

A.D.
1758.

treat, had fo greatly weakened them, and the ha-
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.Return to -

zard foreleen by Lord Howe tor the anchorage or En^lanJ.

the fleet on that part of the French coaft, at th's

feafon of the year, till the further fupplies pro-

vided, could be taken on board, if fcnt for, and

the troops put again into a proper (late of fervicc,

determined him, with the General's confent, to

r<Kurn for that puipoie to any port he fliould be

moft able conveniently to gain in England *.

Therefore, having by a meflage, obtained leave

of the Duke d*Aguillon *", who commanded the

French, to bury our dead. Which was done the

next day : they failed the day after for England,

and arrived at Portfmouth on the i8th.

The French account of this affair gafconades French

pretty much, in regard to their own bravery and [y^^''^^^^^

conduct, and to the lofs on both fides : but they

that read it will find enough in the enemy's own
relation to confirm the good opinion of the bravery

of our men, who, though but an handful, main-

tained an engagement an hour and a half with

the whole force of the enemy ^.

Various

c See Lord Howe's letter, dated the 12th of September, to

Mr. Pitt.

f He alfo fent a lift of his prifoners, which is given on p. 210.

% The folloNving relation of the affair at St. Cas, was pub-

lilhed at Paris, September 22, by authority.

The Duke d'Aguillon having received information, the

5th inftant in the evening, at St. Matthew, near Breft, that

the Englifli fleer, after having (hewn itfelf the 3d, about a

league to the north of St. Malo, where it caft anchor on the

O 4 3d,

\.

i\''X

i1

1:

w


