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CURONWLE or FERNANDO THE SAINT. fi3

rofjnlato and fortify his newly founded kinjjdom. Kaeh felt

that ln! had a powerful enemy to encounter and a desperate
slrujf^h' hel'ore liiin.

Kiiij^ Kernamlo r» niaiiied at Cordova until the sprinji of the
followin-i year (TJll), rejiulatin^' the atlairs of that nol»le city,

assijinin^j; houses and estates to sueh of his cavaliers as had dfs-

tiii<;iiislieil themselves in the conquest, and, as usual, inakiui^

rieli donations of towns and «rreat tracts of land to the Church
and to ilitTereiit religious orders. Leaving liis brother Alfonso
with a siillk'ient force to keep an eye upon the kinjj; of (Jranada
and hi)ld him in clieek, Kinjj; Fernando departed for Castile,

makin<^ a circuit by .laen and Haeza and AiKhijar, and arriving!;

in Toleilo on the fourtli of April. Here he received important
propositions from AIkmi Iluiliel, tlie Moorish kinj^ of Murcia.

The death of Aben IIuil had left that kingdom a scene of con-

fusion. The alcaydes of the ditTcrent cities and fortresses

Wire at strife with eaeii other, and many refused alleu;iance to

Al» i! lludiel. The latter, too, was in hostility with Aben
Aliiannir. the kiuj^ (jf (Jranada, anil he feared he would take

ath anta<ie of his truce with Kinij; Fernando, and the distracted

si. lie of the kinii;doin of Alurcia, to make an inroad. Thus
desperately situated, Aben lludiel had sent missives to Kin*^

Fernando, entreating his protection, and offering to become his

vassal.

The king of Castile gladly closed with this offer. He forth-

with sent his son and heir, the Prince Alfonso, to receive the

submission of the king of Murcia. As the prince was young

and inexperienced in these affairs of state, he sent with him

Don I'elayo de Correa, the (irand Master of Santiago, a cava-

lier of consummate wisdom and address, and also Uodrigo

Gonzalez (iirou. The prince was received in Murcia with regal

honors ; the terms were soon adjusted by which the IMoorish

king acknowledged vassalage to King Fernando, and ceded to

him one-half of his revenues, in return for which the kieg

graciously took liini under his protection. The alcaydes of

Alicant, F:iclie, Oriola, and several other places, agreed to this

covenant of vassalage, but it was indignantly spurned by the

VVali of Lorca ; he had been put in otiice by Aben Hud ; and,

now that potentate was no more, he aspired to exercise an

independent sway, and had placed alcaydes of his own party

in Mula and Carthagena.

As the I'rince Alfonso had come to solemnize the act of

homage and vassala-e proposed by the Moorish king, and not

to extort aubiuissioD from his subjects by force of arms, he cou-
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