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elm liictci 1)1' ilic |n<'st'til t't'st isiil by any iiiiliiiicly iilliiMiuii> lo mi ;,'iiivc a iiuit

ti'i'. well, I lien, ladiiN aiitl ^cntlt'infii. what am I to nay and do t<' y>n in

ret mil fur iill tlic plcasiiri' and ^at isfaci ion I liiivc rici'ivfd -il ymir laiidH'.' I

four (licic is \cry littlt- that 1 can say and scarctly anylJiiii^i (hut I can dn cnin

iiicii-^iinitc willi my ohli;^a(i(ins. Stay -there is mic ihiii^' at all events I lliitik

I have alieaily done, fur which I am entitled to (diiiiii ynur thanks. N'mi are

lioulitless aware that a yieat |M>litieal controveixy has fur some time ra;,'ed

heMvteii the two ;iieat parties uf the Sl'.te as to whieli of them is responsihle

tor I he \isilatioii of that teri'or of two continents the Colorado Ini;:. Mireat:

laii;;hter. I The one side is disposed to assert that if (heir op|)oiients had never

acceded to power the Colorado ini;.' Wdiild never iiave come to ('anada. ( IkCiU'Wcd

laii^diter.l I have reasun to Ixdieve, however, t.hoii<,di I kiinw not whether
liny siihstantial evidence has heen adduced in support of their assrrtion

I lMii;,diter) . that iii_\ ' opvernment deny and repudiate ha\in;^ ind any soi't of

concert or iinderstaiidin;,' with th.it irrepres^ihle invader. (Hoars of lan;:hter.)

It wouhl he liif^hly unconst itnt ional for me. who am honiid to hold a perf"etly

inipni'tial hahinee hctween the contendinf; parties of the State, to yirononnce an
opinion upon this inomentdUf. question. ( I'enewed laii;.dit<'r.) I'.iit however
disputahle a point may he the prime and ori;:inal autliorship of tlie Colorado

hiif;, there is one fact no one will (juestion, namely, that to llie presence of

the (!o\('rnoi-Ceneral in Manitoha is to he attriluitcd the sudden, total, other-

wise iinaccoiiniahlc. and, I trust, permanent disa])pearaiice. not only from this

Province, but from the wliole Xorth-west, of the infamous rind iinmentioiialde

"Hopper" (loud lan^diter) whose annual visitations for the last seventeen

years have proved so distressiu;ir to the agricultural interests of the entire

leyion. TSiit apart fiom lieinjj; the fortunate instriinient of eonfeirinir this hene-

lit upon yi n ( laii^diter ) , I fear the oidy further r<turn in my power is to assure

you of im' <rreat sympatliy with ymi in your endeavors to do justice to the

material advnntafres witli which your Province has heen so richly endowed hy
the hands of Pro\ idenee. T'rom its {reofiraphical ))ositif)n. and its peculiar

chai'acteristicH, Manitoba may i)e re^'firdeil as the keystone of that mijarlity

arch of sister Provinces which spans the continent from the .Atlantic to the

Pacific. (Tlreat apiilause. ) Tt was here tliat Canada, emeifrin;.' from her
woods and forests, first pazi^d ujioii her rolliii<,' prairies and iincNplored Xorth-
west. and leiriit, as by an unex]>ected revelation, that her historical territories

of the Canadas, hei' eastern seaboards of New Uriinswick, F.abrador and \ova
Scotia, her Laurentian lakes aud valleys, corn lands and pastuT'es. thoujih them-
selves more <'xteiisive than half a dozen Kiirojiean kin;:doms (applause), were
hut th(^ vestibules and ante-chambers to that till then undreamt of Dominion,
whose illimitable dimensions alike confound the arithmetic of the surveyor and
the vcvitication of the exploi'er. (Tremendous ajiplause.) It was hence that

count in^' her past achievements as hut the preface and prelude to her future
exertions and exiiandinj; destinies, she took a fr(>sh dejiarture. received the
afHatus of a more luijierial iiisidration. and felt herself no lonper a mere set-

tler alon? the banks of a sin<rle river, luit the owner of half a continent,

and in the ani]dit\ide of her possession, in the wealth of her resources, in the
sinews of her material mif»ht. the peer of any power on the earth. (T.oud
applause.) In a recent remarkably witty speech the Marquis of Salisbury
alliiiled to the t'coiiraiihical misconci'ptions often enjjendei'ed bv the smnllness
of the majis u])On which the ti<rure of the wiuld is depicted. To this cuise is

probably to be attributed the inade()uate idea, entertained by the best educate(l

persons, of the extent of TTer ^fajesty's Noitli .American possessions. Perhaps
ih(> best way of correct infz' sucli a universal misappi'chension would be by a sum-
mary of the rivers which llow throujjh them, for we know that as a poor man
cannot afford t^> live in a big house^ so a small country cannot suiiport a lu^
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