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Tlio available defences of Fort Le B(uuf conHisted,

nt tlie time, of a Hiiigle ill-coiiHtructed blockliouse,

occupied by the eiiHign, with two corporalH and

eleven privates. They had only about twenty rounds

of amnnuiition each ; and the j)owder, moreover, was

in a damaged condition. At nine or ten o'clock, on

the morning of the eighteenth of June, a soldier told

Price that he saw Indians approaching from the

direction of Presqu'isle. Price ran to the door,

and, looking out, saw one of his men, apparently

nuich frightened, shaking hands with five Indians.

He held open the door till the man had entered, the

five Indians following close, after having, in obedi-

ence to a sign from Price, left their weapons behind.

They declared that they were going to fight the

Cherokees, and begged for powder and ball. This

being refused, they asked leave to sleep on the

ground before the blockhouse. Price assented, on

which one of them went off, but very soon returned

with thirty more, who crowded before the window of

the blockhouse, and begged for a kettle to cook

their food. Price tried to give them one through the

window, but the aperture proved too narrow, and

they grew clamorous that he should open the door

again. This he refused. They then went to a

neighboring storehouse, pulled out some of the foun-

dation stones, and got into the cellar; whence, by

knocking away one or two planks immediately above

the sill of the building, they could fire on the garri-

son in perfect safety, being below the range of shot
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