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diate evacuation of the posts. It was pro
posed that the baggage of the army, with 
such artillery, stores and provisions as the 
necessity of the, occasion would admit, 
should be embarked with a strong detach
ment on board of two hundred batteaux, 
and despatched under convoy of five armed 
galleys, up the lake to Skeensborough, 
(Whitehall,) and that the main body of the 
aîmiy should proceed by land, taking its 
route on the road to Castleton, which was 
about thirty miles southeast of Ticonderoga, 
and join the boats and galleys at Skeens- 
boroy^h. It was thought necessary to keep 
the matter a secret till the time should 
come when it was to be executed. Hence, 
the necessary preparations could not be 
made, and it was not possible to prevent 
irregularity and disorder in the different 
embarkations and movements of the troops.

About two o’clock, in the morning of 
July the sixth, General St. Clair left Ti
conderoga, and about three, the troops at 
Mount Independence were put in motion. 
The house which had been occupied by 
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