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more of liiin for more, than a year. Ho returiieil in hvAi eoiu'i-

tion, and his other wife said that he had taken IIk; life ot' a

woman belonging to a distant Ivilie. Xo legal evidence eonld

he had. Here is a perverted inorul sense, as strong a .sen.se of

right in the .savage in its operation, and more inthiential than

the sense of right in civilized man. What arc morals and con-

seience Init the re.sults of education through many generations,

trained by exercise to sensitiveness, and pos.sessing, from con-

stant use a prompt, and facile, and decisive operation, becoming

inoperative when not exercised, hardened as theologians tell us.

But how a God-like and spiritual monitor, placed wfthin man
to guide and warn him, can be hardened, or wliy it sliould he-

come most useless when most needed, is one of tlio.se puzzles

we owe to theologians, who i'or so many centuries have exercised

such pernicious control over human thought.

- Thesti reasons .seem to mo, with many others, sulticient to

entitle us to dift'er in thought IVom those who do not entertain

them, and yet not to be far from the sanie result. It seems to

me that men may fairly entertain these views of the connection

of matter with morals and intellect, and yet he as devoutly alive

to the laws of the CJreat Creator, as full of wonder, and worship,

and reverence, and hope, as those who unthinkingly stigmatise

them as atheists, or revile them in slang theological terms (in

this age cf the world Lest consigned -to oblivion) as unbelievers

in God. These are my opinions, and I repudiate with indigna-

tion the imputation of atheism, or irreligion, or no Christianity, as

a reproach resulting from the ignorance of those who use it, and

undeserved by one to whom this mode of the contemplation of

God's laws opens an ever widening view of His greatness, and

power, and goodness. . »

Have those who entc'rtain these opinions given ly evi^'ence

of being worse Christians than those who malign tliem ? ilave

they ceased to produce the living fruits of love, and charity, antl

zeal for truth ? Was it for correct speculative opinions, or ioi*
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