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ail by the time they ieft sehool at the age
of fourteen. I consider that the Frenchi
people in this country have a great advan-
tage over the Engiish-speaking people,
because they have net only their mother
tonguo, but they aiso have the opportunity
of going ta the Engiish schools and getting
a epiendid 'foundation for learning the
English language, which they can master
by the time they are feurteen years of age.

Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE: They learn
English in ail the Frenchi coileges, net in
the English coileges.', Soine of them. go te
the Engilish colieges, but generally they ge
te the Frenchi schools ta learn Engiieli.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: For the purpose of
my argument I do flot care where they
learn it, whether it is in a coliege or in a
school. For instance, take a man whe bas
feur or five or six or seven, or even ten
children-

Hon. Mr. CLORAN: They wouid be
French.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: Oh, they miglit be
Irish if my henourable iriend were around.
The point I want ta make is that in the
province oi Nova Setia, where the limit
for schooi attendance is fourteen years o!
age, if yeu take a child heginning school
et six or seven years of age, whe belongs
te a farniér or a fisherman. or some
other of the working class, and who bias te
acquire a good stazt i English and Frenchi,
it weuid bie imposible -for him to learn
bath Englieli and French grammar by the
time hie was fouirtee.n. Therefore, I say that
if yeu are goig ta have French and English
tauglit ite the childien i the aehools, you
muet raîse the schooi-ieaving age limit te
,sixteen or eighteen. We know that the
classes fromn whih. -the hast mnen in this
counitry corne are the farming classes and
ethers who have ta work pretty liard for
their -living; hence it is neeffsary that their
children sliouid have sanie good starting
point. The -chid wibo is boin of Frenchi
parents has that greaît advantageý over the
child of Engli.sh-speaking parents, that lie
first learns hi-a inother tongue, thon gees ta
the English school and learus the Engiiah
language, while the Englisli-epeaking chuld
lias not the opportunity .of iearning Frenchi
because his parents are not able te send
hlim ta a French isehool, and lie lias not the
time ta learn tliat language. 1 venture the
assertion that there is not -a man in publie
life or playing any part in the business ef
Canada who wouid not eacrifice a great
deal for the ability ta speak the Frenchl an-

guage if it could be bought'with money; but
that can-not be clone. I have gone through
mo8t of the British possessions i the
West Indies, there 1 found _ the French
language spoken -to a greater extent
than the English laWguage. Ail through
lJemarara, British Gujans, Trinidad, and
J-amaica, which are ail British islands,
andi alzo in ithe. Bahamas, and on
the mainland, you find French spoken very
rnuchmore than Engliali. I do not say it is
the real French. Se that we English-speel-
ing people are under the great disadvan-
tage I have menitioned. It would be weil
for rny honourabke lriend from, Grandville
(Hon. Mr. Chequette) te "exorcise his elo-
quence, his ability ansi energy, i trying to
bring about a better -situation. 1 arn afraid
iny henourable friend scymetimes becomen
too enthusiaetie. There is nobody I have
ever met in rthis country who is oppesed. to
the Frenchi language.

Hon.'Mr. CLORAN: Yes, Ihere is.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: No, we are ail for
the Firench language. My honourable f riend
fromn De Salsberry i(Hoei. M.r. Béique) is
sniiling; lie hias the grest advantage of
knowing that language; I wish 1 could
speak in French hlf asl well as hie can speak
in Englieh. lIt ia the Englàsh-speaking peo-
pie who are a 4goud deal la the dark by
nlot having the adv.antage of knowig
the French language. Il 1 were going te be
born again and hasi any choice of a mother
other than -the one which, thank God, I
had, I wouid choose -a Frenich woman. I
weuid not.. choose a Frenchman as niy
father; I would dispense with a French-
man; but I cmight poesibly look for an Irish
father.

I do Gay, honourabie gentlemen, that
there is a great deai of misunderstanding
in these matters. The honourable gentle-
man who introdiiced this question is a very
energetic and progressive man, andc is
bound te carry out what ihe bas in hi-s
mind, no miatter whether hie is riglit or
wrOng. I am glad to say that in my opin-
ion lie is right on this occasion in trying
te get this niatter understood-and I be-
lieve *lhe is trying. Whiie I have been in
Parliament I have met anany men from.
Ontario, and, judging from -the statement
madle yesterday by the honourable gentle-
man from. Peel (Hon. Mr. Biain), I bie-
lieve that the people of Ontario are aux-
ions to do everything they can to give the
French peiople fair play, so that the ian-
guage may be tauglit to their chiidren.


