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exceptions, as our own Franchise Act did, |
would be to allow each Province to adopt
%. franchise which suits her own popula-
ion. ‘

1 have very little, doubt, looking at the |
fact that we have at the head of our
House probably the leading commercial
lawyer in the country, and that we have
amongst the latest additions to the House !
one of the leading commercial men of the
country, that the measures which are
promised us with regard to commercial
law will be improvements upon the exist-
ing law, and I am quite satisfied to take
those measures upon trust. Although I

{

consider myself at liberty Lo express
opposition to it if I shall think that the
price which this benefit is to cost more

' than counterbalances the benefit itself,

and I trust that the Government will not
leave out of sight, in dealing with the
question, the interests ot the existing lines,
which have done so much to build up the

'commerce of this country.

In the same paragiaph of the Speech
reference is made to the best means of
developing our trade and securing direct
communication by steam with Austraiasia,
the West Indies and South America. 1
hope that something more will come out

have not generally the utmost confidence

of the measures that are indicated here

in tbe Government, still I think on this' than has come out of any previous steps
particular subject we may rely with confi-| taken in the same direction. As far back
dence on the prospect that they are going  as 1866 commissioners were appointed by
to do a good thing for us. There is this | the various Provinces. to go to the West
re.mark, suggested to me by those measures ! Indies and South America with a view of
w'\th 1:esl')c‘(:t to commerce, that while we :attempting to develop trade between
}Ilrll:.k%‘?:“}wg-to facilitate commerce and | British North America and those regions.
e arcs‘ edb&&?l and pleasanter, and while | The commissioners had a very charming
by )x'ovgen mg nnr_nense sums of money to | excursion, and they -came }Jack in good
n % o certain ports in the country, humor, very much pleased with themselves
otably themport of Montreal, and while, ‘and what they had seen; but beyond that
as I gather froma later part of the Speech, ' I am not aware—except that we had to pay
W%Ql'qpose to spend a very large sum to, a very nice bill for their excursion—that
21; H?Ill(lhz'e a line of steamers to promote  we have had any result from it. Then some
the otﬁl c‘eillt (sleems to be_ a fact that on: twoorthree yearsago averyprommeqt mer-
whick eﬁu an lWe are building up a taviff. chant of St. John was sentout on a similar
. fe cctually walls out a large propor- | errand to the West Indies. He made
1on of the commerce which we otherwise | a very pleasant report, and enjoyed himself
mlght have; and, unless rumor is at fault, 1 a good deal, I imagine; we paid the bill,
;‘gls EK:OPOSG(l during 'the present Session | and there the results N terminated. A
mml-‘glb(;f that wall still higher, so as to Haljfax gglltlemell familiar with the West
seemset ectually s}uxt out commerce. It i [ndia business was sent out a year or two
ehilds _hO mt‘e to h(? inconsistent, and almost |ago, and the experience was 1-ePeated in
are ;k? that while on the one hand we his case; and up to the present time there
ey Ing steps to facilitate commerce, | has been no result from those delegations.
D the other we are taking effectual steps | We had also some time ago delegales in

to prevent those facilities from being
utilized.
thwéth respect to the next paragraph of |
hae peech, as to ocean steam service, I|
hs Ve very considerable doubt. No doubt‘I
L1 a very desirable thing that we should |
get our mails at the earliest possible date,
and it is desirable that the mails and pas-
sengers should come altogether to our|
own ports; but it is barely possible that,
while those are desirable things, we may
pay rather more for them than they are
;V(n'th to this country. When the measure
SOreShadowed in this paragraph of the
peech comes before us, I, for one, shall
2

this country trom the West Indies, but no
result came from their visit. [ think hon.
entlemen should bear in mind that the
est Indies and South America are not
the unknown regions which a great many
gentlemen seem to think. There has been
2 large trade between the lower Provinces
of what is now the Dominion and the West
Indies for somethingiikeone hundredyears;
and I fancy that the merchants in the
lower Provinces understand that trade
pretty well, and that they have been doing
as much business as could conveniently and
profitably be done under existing circum-
stances. 1 think thatthe alterationin the



