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fund to provide venture capital for companies, improving access 
to capital for small businesses by establishing a task force to 
work with Canada’s banks to develop a code of conduct for 
small business lending, establishing a Canada business service 
centre in every province to provide one-stop shopping for 
government services, and rolling back the unemployment insur­
ance rate to the level of 1993 for 1995 and 1996. This is going to 
save businesses $300 million a year, money that can be invested 
in new jobs. Our small businesses need a break and this budget 
provides it.

the finance minister in his pledge to continue to consult openly 
and widely with Canadians.

May I conclude, by saying that I am proud to be a part of this 
government, a government that has pledged to restore honesty, 
integrity and accountability to all its operations.
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If we continue to honour this pledge then we will have won 
back the public trust, enabling us to fight to rebuild Canada as a 
strong, independent sovereign nation, a nation that makes its 
own decisions, a nation that is caring and compassionate, a 
nation that will be united from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

If I had to use one word to describe the message contained in 
the 1994 budget, then I would use the word hope.

Canadians have also said they want changes in our social 
security system to ensure it is fair, compassionate and afford­
able, a reform that delivers incentives for work and creates jobs 
and opportunities.

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose): Mr. Speaker, my con­
gratulations to the hon. member on her maiden speech.

I assume that she is a new member as I am. I know one feels 
after one gets that first speech done. It feels great. Thank 
goodness it is over.

Although the hon. member did not mention specifically about 
getting our own house in order I know she alluded to responsible 
spending and the accountability of politicians, the importance of 
it, being careful with the money, being very cautious in our 
spending so that we do not get carried away. I would like to know 
how the member feels on some issues and I will pick on three 
because the list is quite extensive.

There are a couple of things that are happening in this country 
that I find disturbing. One of them was mentioned by the 
Minister of Human Resources Development when he said that 
over a million children were living in poverty in this country. It 
is really a shame to hear that kind of news.

I have here on the top of my list that the Challenger jets cost us 
in excess of $3 million a year, the little blue cars that the cabinet 
ministers drive around in cost us in the neighbourhood of $1.3 
million a year, the outrageous tax funded pensions for MPs are 
over $2 million a year. We are coming up to about $10 million.

Does the member agree with me that cutting that kind of fat 
out of the spending from the government and transferring those 
funds to help the poverty stricken children in this country would 
make a lot more sense?

That commitment to change has already been launched by the 
Minister of Human Resources Development. The budget high­
lights important steps in meeting this challenge. The link 
between the length of time a person works and the UI benefits is 
being recalculated.

Assistance is being enhanced for those with dependants to 
increase benefits to 60 per cent of their wages. Other individuals 
will receive 55 per cent of their original wages.

This government is committed to deficit reduction. Our 
program of net spending reduction over the next three years is 
the most significant of any budget in a decade. A major goal of 
this budget is to take concerted action to bring government 
finances under control, action that is essential in Canada’s 
economic revitalization.

In planning this budget the finance minister has relied on 
cautious, prudent projections of economic growth for this year 
and next. These projections based on consensus of private sector 
forecasts are in stark contrast to the overly optimistic expecta­
tions of those presented in some previous budgets, expectations 
that resulted in deficit forecasts that were wrong by millions of 
dollars.

Obviously the Canadian people will not stand for any more of 
these rude surprises. The 1994 budget actions, coupled with 
moderate economic growth we are projecting, will reduce the 
deficit from $45.7 billion in 1993-94 to $39.7 billion in the 
coming fiscal year. A further drop to $32.7 billion is expected in 
1995-96. For every $1 of revenue increase there are $5 of 
spending cuts.

Mrs. Ur: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his kind 
remarks and for his questions also.

I too believe that one of our first priorities, one of the issues I 
ran on when I was campaigning last fall, is that we should 
certainly take a look at the funding and the way government 
spends its money.

As to the examples the hon. member has given me, pensions 
for instance, that question came up quite often when I was at 
all-candidates meetings. I certainly appreciate the member’s 
question on that.

Finally, I think it is fair to say that the 1994 budget was 
developed following unprecedented public consultations that 
brought together a wide spectrum of Canadians to discuss the 
economic and fiscal challenges confronting the country. I salute


