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Business of the House

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS Secondly, from the Globe and Mail is the following quote: “The 
bitterness among Liberals could be seen even at the parliamentary 
restaurant when Liberal MPs started moving away from a table 
after gun-control dissident Leonard Hopkins sat among them”.

The truth is that I did not have lunch in the parliamentary 
restaurant at all yesterday. I did not sit in a single chair in the 
parliamentary restaurant yesterday morning, noon, or night. Ob­
viously the Toronto Star and the Globe and Mail did not either.

These articles are completely inaccurate and are nothing but 
fabricated stories with no truth or foundation whatsoever. Not even 
Frank magazine has treated me like this. These kinds of fabricated 
stories originating from whatever cheap source are obviously 
designed for despicable undermining purposes.

I would respectfully request that you review these items, and if 
you find that I do have a prima facie point of privilege I would be 
prepared to move the appropriate motion.

Mr. John Loney (Edmonton North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Minister of National Defence, the minister 
responsible for the Emergency Preparedness Canada agency.

Southern Alberta has recently suffered the most devastating 
flood damage in decades. The cost of restoring this part of my 
home province to a pre-disaster condition will be considerable. 
Has the Province of Alberta asked the minister for assistance? If so, 
has the minister directed Emergency Preparedness Canada to offer 
its help as Alberta tries to recover from this disaster?

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of National Defence and 
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the federal 
government does provide assistance through a program called 
financial assistance arrangements. The province of Alberta this 
morning did apply for assistance with respect to the very serious 
problems it has had in that province in the last few days. That 
application will be considered in the normal way according to the 
normal formula. I do not anticipate any problems in complying 
with the government’s request
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I want to thank all members of the House for their attention 
during my remarks.The financial assistance is usually directed toward the cost of 

replacing public infrastructure, but also does have application for 
individuals, farms, and businesses for the essential parts of their 
homes or businesses that have been destroyed by floods in this 
particular case.

The Speaker: My colleagues, that would bring to a conclusion 
the question period.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

The Speaker: My colleagues, our colleague for Renfrew—Ni- 
pissing—Pembroke has made his point. I do not know that it needs 
any elaboration. His reputation in this House has been impeccable 
for some 30 years. It has not been affected.

I have a question of privilege, which will be raised by the hon. 
member for Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke.

[Translation]

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

PRIVILEGE Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr. 
Speaker, it being Thursday I would ask the government leader to 
kindly give us an idea of the business of the House for the week to 
come.

ALLEGED MEDIA MISREPORTING

Mr. Leonard Hopkins (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of personal privilege dealing 
with newspaper articles that affect my longtime good relations with 
and my respect for all colleagues in this House of Commons.

In my nearly 30 years in Parliament I have never met with 
anything as vicious and low as what I am about to quote to this 
House from the Toronto Globe and Mail and the Toronto Star. 
These statements undermine my good relations with all members 
of this Chamber.

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of 
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
I am pleased to provide the weekly business statement.

The first bill we will deal with this afternoon is Bill C-41, the 
sentencing legislation. After six hours of debate, pursuant to an 
order of this House we will vote on the motion for third reading of 
this bill.

In today’s Toronto Star the following quote appeared: “When 
Hopkins sat down at lunch at the Liberal table in the parliamentary 
restaurant yesterday following the caucus meeting, the other MPs 
sitting there left within minutes”.

Our next priorities are completion of the consideration of the 
Senate amendments to Bill C-69, concerning redistribution; 
completion of report stage of Bill C-85, the pension legislation; 
and the report stage of Bill C-89, the CNR bill.


