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adequate measures ta assure farmers of a
stable incame and a stable pattern of produc-
tion and farm organization for future years.

Mr. R. R. Southam (Qu'Appelle-Moose
Mouniain): Mr. Speaker, the hour is getting
late, and 1 shaîl keep my remarks brief
because many of the problems relating ta the
acreage reduction plan have already been
gone over in the debate. The wheat acreage
reduction plan that we are discussing this
evening is negative. It is an admission of fail-
ure. Tis pragramn that was announced last
Friday by the minister who speaks for the
Canadian Wheat Board is an unquestianable
admission of the gavernment's failure ta sel
wheat.

The wheat sales statistics available at the
moment indicate that Canadian wheat sales ta
date are dawn 31 per cent for the first four
montbs of tis crop year and are the lowest
in 14 years. If we look at aur competitors'
record for the same periad, we find that
Argentina has increased wheat sales by
approximately 60 per cent, Australia by 50
per cent and the U.S.A. by 40 per cent.

The minister stated this evening that aur
wheat sales wiil show a substantial increase
by the end of the crap year. He suggested
they might reach 375 million bushels. 0f
course, I hope he is right, because naturally
ahl sales will be appreciated by aur farmers.
But this amaunt f ails far short of aur share of
world markets when the original ]EWA was
effective. In those years we reached sales
peaks of 500 million ta 600 million bushels.
Sa, Mr. Speaker, aur western farmers cannat
reaily get very excited about a 375-million
bushel sales total this year, and we must all
agree it will make a pretty smail dent in a
one billion-bushel wheat carryover presentiy
in aur starage bins, ta say noting of what
may be added after this year's crop is
harvested.

I give the goverrnent credit for finaily
realizing that there is a very seriaus prablem
facing western agriculture, but I cannat give
it any credit for saying that this pragram. wil
salve the probiem. One could hanestly say it is
tao little and tao late. It is stili basicaily only
crumbs from the master's table. At first blush
the generai public, the press and those not too
familiar with the western situation would say
that $140 million is a lot of money for one in-
dustry. But let me point out, Mr. Speaker,
that it has already been fed back ta, me from
western farmers that in ail prabability about
$40 million may be the maximum that farm-
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ers will be able ta utiize under this proposai.
This of course remnains ta be seen. I might
mention here that when 1 say "Ifed back ta
me," I had the privilege of attending a meet-
ing in Saskatoon over the weekend where aur
PC Party was having a leadership convention,
and we had delegates, 350 in number, from
every corner of Saskatchewan. We had a
first-class discussion of the variaus problems
affectmng these people, we heard their points
of view and I may say that they are nat very
aptimistic.

The biggest and most immediate criticism I
hear is that $6 per acre for summer fallow
oniy pays the cost of cuitivation and keeping
the weeds down for a year. What does the
farmer do about the high land taxes, the
interest on his boans against the land, the cash
required ta keep bis wife and family, the
interest on machinery payments, etc? The
summer fallow payment should have been at
least $10 per acre ta be realistic.

In regard ta the forage crop plan it also
falîs fiat on its face because of the cast ta
farmers in loss of a marketable product. In
the first place, cuitivation casts and the pur-
chase of grass seed will take Up the $10 per
acre bonus at once. In f act, it is becoming
clear that grass seeds, if they are at ail avail-
able, wrnl cast 70 cents or 80 cents per pound
in some cases. This indicates that here is an
area that the Minister of Consumer and Car-
porate Affairs (Mr. Basford) shouid check into
at once.

One of the strongest complaints I hear is
based on the fact that due ta the high
summer fallow voluntary increase last year,
some 15 peir cent, coupled with the much
greater summer f allow hopefully predicted by
the governament this year under the present
plan, if the weather situation turned dry we
cauld conceivably have the worst -dust bawl
in Canadian history throughout the whole
Palliser triangle.

Many hon. members, including the western
Liberal member from Assiniboia and my cal-
league from Battle River, have pointed out
quite clearly the many inadequacies of this
acreage reduction plan and have implored the
government ta review the whole program.
Therefore, it is not niy intention at this late
hour ta bore hon. members by repeating these
complaints. But I would like ta place one or
two quotations on the record ta indicate ta
government members opposite that ail is nat
well with the plan and that ail is not light
and happiness with those affected by it.
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