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Hon. J. G. GARDINER (Minister of Agri-
culture): Before proceeding to a general dis-
cussion of the estimates, 1 desire to eaul the
attention of the committee to the itemn with
which we were dealing at adjournment lest
night, and I do so in order to complete the
record on this-subject. The question under
discussion at that time was the purchasing of
horses, and had I been listening more care-
fully at the beginning I would have directed
the attention of the hbon. member who was
discussing the matter to what, he himself sug-
gested, namely, that it should properly have
been taken up under the special items towards
the end of my estimates rather than as a mat-
ter of general discussion. Had, that course
been followed I should have had the facts
with me last night anid I could have given a
more intelligent answer to what was said. I
did. however, give a general outline of the
plans whieh have ýbeen made with regard to
the purzhase of horses, and the results of
those plans, and some of the facts i connea-
tion with what has heen dune to date were
brought out in the returu which. was put on
the record the other day at the requeslt of
the member for Wood'Mountain.

I desire to sumamarize the resuits of that
return. It shows that from August 16 te
August 25 we purchased horses at about a
dozen points along the eastern side of Saskat-
ehawan i order that we might gain some
experience in tle methods ta ha followed
before embarking upon the purchase cf harses
in the dTaught area, whlch after ail was the
area we desired ta get into and in which ta
mýake con.sideq'able purchases if possible before
winter. On August 25 we began ta purchase
horses in the south at Weyburn. We fo'llawe;d
through at tiwenty-odd different points fram
August 25 until Septemiber 8, purchasing at
different points thraughaut the southeru part
of Saskatchewan and- at twa points in Alberta,
nainely Monitor and, Consort. In ather wordis,
by September 8 >we had just entered upun the
purchase of horses in the drouglit area, of
Alberta and hadý covered a very considerable'
part of Saskatche>wan.

Sa f ar as my own records show, we had only
two complaints ini writing rega.rding the activi-
ties of the purchaeers. One of them, came
from. LaFleche, and the other from. Ceronach,
which is ýdown in.' the same part of the prov-
ince. The complaint with regard> ta LaFleche
did net corne direct fram LaF'leche ta me but
from the Minister of Agriculture in Saskat-
chewan, Mr. Mclntosh. I have his letter before
me and mine in reply. The letter which Mr.
McIntosh wrote me contained most of the
complaints which were given by the hon.
member for Wood Mountain. last night. 1

think they were largely taken from. a news-
paper which is published in LaFleche.

In view of sorne of the things which were
said last night I think probably it would be
adviseble, for me, ta place on record the letter
which I wrote ta Mr. McIntosh dealing with
thit particular matter, because it cavers the
points which were raised in a manner which
will not only be an explanation 'but will
probably give some information. Mr.
Melrntoeh wired me on Bgptetnber 24 setting
foith that there hadý been complainte ini from
LaFleche. I wired him stating that we had, no
complaints here and a.sked him for informa-
tion. Hle then wrote me under date af
October 24 giving me approximately the
information contained in what. was placed on
Hansard by the hon. member for Wood
Mountain last night; and on October 27 1,
wrote him as follows:

Hon. L. F. Mclntosh,
Minister af Agriculture,

Regina, Sask.
Dear Mr. MoIntoali:

1 have yaurs of October 24. Your letter la
the first intimation I have had as ta what the
alleged difficulties were at 'LaFleche. I shail, of
course, have the matter looked into and receive
a regort f rom those who were conducting this

If the story as told by y aur correspondent is
correct, it bears out the fears which I expres-
sed to You and Mr. Auld during aur interview
at the beginning af the plan. You will recall
that aiter your man hac made somes arrange-
ments for the bringing together af horses in this
manner as a resuit of consultation with somes of
our representatives, I expressed the view that
the plan would not work to the satisfaction of
anyone. Although we called off the first ar-
rangement, there was some disagreement with
mne on this, with the result that we tried it out
in a few places. I do flot think that there waa
entire satisfaction anywhere.

Some of the diffieulty was caused by the f act
that we were not able ta get a final signing of
the French contract, and have not been able ta
get it signed even up ta date. It was the French
who desired ta have the lighter horses--the
Netherlanda wanted heavier harses. Because
this contract was nat signed it was impossible
for the lighter, herses taý b e purchased.

I quite &gree with those who complain that
if it were at ail possible ta do co farmera
shoula have been informed in advance of -the
change, but you will'realize thit ta do this
waul have been iflost difficuit. As a matter of
fact, it is just a further indication that the
plan which was evalved will not work satisfac-
torily.

About the same time that ýthie sale was held
infarmation was reoeived that boats could not
be secured ta ship more horses at present. For'
this reason the whole plan has been called off
until next sprîng. I cau assure you that
whether alI dlaims made wi.th regard ta the
LaFleehe experience are correct or not, we
have had suffcient experience with the plan it-
self to know that it wîll not operate satisfac-


