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St. Lawrence are not protected. We have
perhaps certain safeguards in the fact that we
now technioelly own the canal, but it is going
to cost us a great deal1 more than neoeseary to
develop it, and our rights in that regard do
flot seem to be protected under the present
arrangements.

0f course the real difficulty ia that we and
the publie generally cannot find out exactly
what the present arrangements are. The gov-
ernment in this and sorne other matters is pro-
serving a secrecy which has hitherto been un-
known, in public aiffairs in Canada. They think
themnselves free to givo information or with-
hold it, and justify their position on the
ground th-at information la flot in the public
interest. We are flot willing to admit that this
policy is in the publie interest. When the
bondholders corne to us begging for protection,
when we are told that the goverument itself
is constructing a dam which may mean ulti-
mately a very heavy expenditure for a brandi
canal, it seems as if we are entitled to some
statement from -the government as to what la
going on.

Further than that, it would flot eeem that
the public are protected. There is no indi-
cation tha-t the public will bo safeguarded in
the rates that may be charged ini days to corne.
That protection is taken care of in many
affairs, but apparently it is not 'being given ini
thia case. This great porwer dovelopment
would i effect bc turned over to the Montreal
Light, Heat and Power Consolidated, which
for years bas so successfully exploited the city
of Montreal.

Mr. CHAPLIN: Did the hon, gentleman eay
that the governiment was constructing thia
dam?

Mr. WOODSWORTHI: I understood from
the hon. member for Bow River that a dam
had beon found nJecessary and had been con-
structed under the direction of the department
and that this action would mako necessary on
the part of the govemment a apur canal i
order to maie the canal available for navi-
gation purposes.

Further the dominion dlaims have not been
pressed. When this matter was discussed
before the supreme court several years ago an
excellent case was mnade out for the right of
the dominion to control the canal. 1 cannot
sec why this matter could not and ehould, not
have been carried furtier, before handing over
the whole enterprise to the province of Que-
bec. 1 can remember some years ago read-
ing rather carefully that document, or parts
of it, and I found tbs± Hlon. Lucien Camnon
acting at thaît time for the dominion, pre-
ented wbat to me as a layman seemed a very

effective case. I cannot sec why the present
Conservative government; ehould let Quebec
have its own way in a matter of that kind.
It seemas to'me the case .might have been re-
ferred-

Mr. LAPOINTE: Did my hon. friend also
read the judgment, whici was really the auth-
ority?

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Yes, I rend the
judgment, and as I was about toa ay I can-
flot see why the case should not have been
carried to the privy council, as is donc in a
great many other cases. Again and again thc
judgments of our courts have been reversed.
I do not think we can take the judgment of
the supreme court as final.

Still further, as regards power being exported
to the United States, it seems te me that
Canadian interests have not been carefully
considered. A few years ago it was very
generally considered that it was rather a
dangerous thing to permit the expert of power
ta tbe United States. I do not quite see why
that cxport should n-ow be permitted, with-
out careful consideration by the people of
Canada. Here again is where I as a layman
amn somewhat confused. Has the Quebec
legislature or the government of Quebec the
authority to permit tie exp>ort of that po'wer?

Mr. ýCAHAN: It lias neyer assumed that
right, noc- has it ever suggested it.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Then that power
lies here with the Dominion government. Arn
I right?

Mr. CAHAN: Undoubtedly.

Mr. BENNETT- He has already made a
statement on that point, why continue?

Mr. WOODSWORTH: I may have been
careless, but it has not corne to my knowledge
that this government has taken a clear cut
line in thýat regard.

Mr. LAPOINTE: A licence bas to, ho
issued by this government for the expert of
any power.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Well I think a
statement of government policy should have
been made in that regard.

Mr. LAPOINTE: It is in the statute.

MT. WOODSWORTH: But what la the
government doing about it? Are the interests
of Canada adequately protected? These are
points I want to know something about; I
have no knowledge, and I think the public bas
no knowledge. It seems to me that this is
an issue of sufficient importance to be brought
ta the attention of this bouse. I know that


