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Soldier Settlement Act

gentleman .would tell him how it could be
done by means of this measure. However, I
will try to make it plain in my own simple
way.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I am flot
talking to the hon. member for Athabaska,
I am talking to the right hon, leader of the
opposition just now.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Well, I will try my pren-
tice hand at it, but in this categary I am
very much like the eninister himself. The
minister proposes that there will be com-
mittees appointed here, there and everywhere
to revalue the land. First of all, thougli, he
proposes that before the committee aperates
lie himself, through his representative, and
the soldier will sit down and decide what the
soldier is going to get by way of substractions
f rom his liabulity. Was ever sucli power
given a minister in the world's history? Why
the minister by that act is simply handed, I
would suggest, thirty or forty million dollars
of the credit of Canada, of cash if you wish
to caîl it that, and he is given a free hand ta
distribute that as lie likes, as may best suit
his advantage or party advantage among the
soldier settlers of this Dominion. That is
really what it amounts to, there is no restric-
tion put on him at aIl. There are 17,000
settlers to use that money and it will be
distributed where it will do the most good,
and the minister cati put lis own interpreta-
tion on the meaning of the word "good."
That is what the minister could do under this
legislation. H1e will not dispute it. Does my
hon. friend suggest to me that sucli is flot the
case?

'Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I beg my
riglit hon. friend's pardon. The minister
would dispute it.

Mr. MEIGREN: He could nat.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): However.
you are ruaking your speech; go ahead.

'Mr. MEIGIIEN: The minister will not
dispute it, not in any reasoned speech. The
soldier settlerclaims a reduction, and the min-
ister could give him $100, 31,000, or $5,000
if he owes that mixch.

Mr'. STEWART (Edmonton): The min-
ister cannot do anything of the kind.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Mie minister's repre-
sentative can.

'Mr. ST!EWART (Edmonton): Oh, welI,
that is different.

[Mr. Meigben.]

Mr. MEIGHEN: WeIl it was always the
samie in my time.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I muet con-
fess my riglit hon. friend had more power
over the people lie appointed that I ever
had.

Mr. MEIGHEN: The representetive can-
not do it without the minister's autharity.
The minister chooses the representative. H1e
appoints him, lie dismissles 'him, lie does what
lie likes witli him-the representative is lis
agent. But if it comports more with the min-
ister's sense of propriety ta say that lie can
do tlirough lis agent what lie cannot do with
his own hands I have no object.ion ta the
euphemism, none whatever. This money is
placed in lis hands. Seventeen tliousand
voters with seventeen thousand wives, end 1
know flot liow many children, are aIl there.
The minister, through his agent, spreads the
forty millions round and I do not think lie
will flnd it very lard to reaeh his objective.
It is a different thing when a minister i3
given power to buy land which he must seil
at the time he pays ta the soldier. H1e lias
na incentive whatever there to do anything
save ta get the lowest price for that soldier.
There is nothing an earth lie can gain there.
But here lie lias got everything ta gain by
being lavish ta the soldier. In the one case
lie could not possibly misapply or abuse the
powier given in relation ta the purchase. In
this case he could misapyply and abuse ta lis
heart's content.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Is my right
hon. friend stili1 thinfking of the minister?

Mr. MEIGIIEN: I absolved the minister
in point of intention at the first.

,Mr. STEWART (Edmontan): My riglit
hon. friend appointed this board in the first
place. I have neyer changed themn.

Mr. MEIGRIEN: I know that.
Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): 'Will my

right hon. friend just ]et me read for a moment
what it is proposed ta do:

The ns'nister may appoint di.strict arbitration cern-
mittees having jurisdietion in such soldiee settlement
d'str'cts as may be necessary, each committee to con-
sist of týhree members, one of whosn shall be an official
of the Soldier Seulement Board, and one a represent-
ative of the Veterans organization in the district.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Yes.
Mr. STEWART (Edmnonton): That is the

distinction.
Mr. MEIGHEN: I have not got ta that

point yet, but it wilq 'be bad enouýgh when
I get there. I am now at the preliminary
stage.


