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.every one,- whc wanilied to know if something
could not be donc to keep that yard work-
ing during the winter. The difficulty was
considerable. The 'policy of the Govern-
ment had been declared: No more ahipe.
The appropriation %hat was made wau
practically exhausted. ImmediateIy on my
zeturn to Ottawa I interviewed the Minister
ef Marine (Mr. 'Baltiantyne> rwho. at first
wais like adamant. Not another ship would
lie build. It was po-ited out to him, how-
ever, that the situation 'wae critical and
that it would ibe serious to tbrow out of woTk
meni living a thousand miles away frein
centres -of employrncnt. Hie was shown
that Ithese men were stiruggling to keep up
their homes, and se, forthi; how the cessa-
tion iii shipbuilding 'would -affect thie mer-
chiants of that town, as welI as other places
tbiroughout Canada, -anid the general reeult
tihat wovlld ensue. A&s a 'business mian he
saw the proposition in its proper light and
gave me one more ship to carry through the
winter. This summer that yýaoed is out of
employimcnt un¶1eff eomething like this is
dSie. We have heardl the hon. member
for Thrce Riv'ers (Mr. Bureau) explain quite
correctly why it is thiat we can get no forcign
orders. Whcn one realize that the franc
to-day is worth',a quarter of 'what it was
worth iti noirmal times-as the hon. member
for Three Rivera poin'ted out, it taýkee
t-wenty-two francs-

Mr. DUFF: Twelve.

Mr. KEEFER :-wéll, twelve-to buy what
¶ierctofotre cou'ld be bought with five, you
can i'eadily undcrstand how it is tihat for-
eign erdée 'will not corne tic this country
uinless thia can be iavoided. I think that
if by grariting one dollar wc can get
another dollar in addition to fhat tospend
in this country anid get security it is very
go-od and sound business.

The objection is off erel that the ships
may be thrown back on our hands; that
they -may flot be paid for, that freig<hts -will
f ail, that the value of the ahipe will de-
croase. and that theee ships will be' left on
the h.ands of the Government. Well, I
wisth thcy wr.We. have hnot enough
shipt to-day iii fihe Oaaiadian Marchant
Marine -and it would be e, very good in-
vcstment for Canada to get theses ships at
half cost. To-day we have built and con-
tr.acted for sixty-three shipe; tihat is not
enough to do, the business of 'thia Dominion
on the, Pacifie and on theý AtjIanrtie coaste.
Canadia stannds in a most -remarkablc posi-
tien so far 'as. ehipping is concerned. On
the Est and on tihe West Alie reachee out
with both arme te the two oceans. 0f all

countries, her eastein- coset is neareat ber
w"~eru coset on a trip~ around tihe rworld.
We have not enougli - hipe to-day to, do
the -business of Canada. We have a destiny
ahead of us; we muet become a maritime,
nation.

We h %v not only the sait 'water naviga-
tion Wo take care. of; we must also look to
tihe interior streteli of navigation on tJhe,
Great Lakes, and the turne le not very far
distant when 'we shail have the seuashre
o! Canada enllargecl by many 1hous'ands of
miles. Berne twcnty4'our hund-red miles
f rom flelle lale straits te the head o! lake
Superior will soon. become -accessible Wo
navigation elf ealt-water ships; an~d when
the canais, the Weltarid and St. Lawrence,
are eoonstructed, eighty per cent of tthe
navigation of t)he scas will sail tlhese iniland
lakes oomîng thireugh thse canais, -and we
shail net have e'nough s'hips to carry -the
produce cf 'the counltry. -What is the situ-
ation to-day in the United Sýat-cs? 'The in-
terior states. are suffering f rom. their in-
ability to get pro-duce to the seaports.
There is what to-day in Kansas grown
laut year, wilih this yeaT'a wheat also on
top of it; and cric of the 'factors o! tIe
high cost o! living is ithis inability to get
crops out to the sea.ports. We i !Canada
sù -far have 'not heen troubled thus be-
cause of our transcontinental routes -an,4,
the moderate -amount of shipping on tihe
Lakes. But the tinme is coming when, as
we grow ili population and put more land
under cultivatiou, iwe shall be choked *at
the spout unless we have more slips Wo
carry that material .away. During the lust
ycar or two sanie -of it had to be meved 7àY
rail, asnd even as it is now, tranaportation
by water and hreaking bulk at lake Erie
ports, it represents six cents a bushel more.
It means a great deal to the West if this
saving be 'made and handed Wo the Pro-
ducers. It aise means a great deal to- the
purchaser of produdts imported. Even if
we had tihese ships thrown back on our
hande feir.the haîf of their cost the Gorv-
erninent would be much richer as a result
Of it.

We should have a line o! steamers run-
ning from the Pacifie coast through the
Panama canal, ýstopping, trading and un-
loading in the West Indies. and going on
then loaded te Halifax. We ehould have
another line running from Halifax, doing
the same thing, picking up cargoce and tak-
ing them through the Panama canal to Brit-
ish Columbia ports. Then we ahould have
railway transportation east and west meet-
ing halfway in connection with this steam-


