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Mx. MARCILE (Býagot),(translation): Mr.
Chairman, representing a truly rural counity
whose inhabitants must work liard iii order
to earn a living and must exert tiiemselves
nceasirigly te support their families, I

deern it my duty to rise dn, this House anîd
to protest against the transaction now offer-
ed by the Government.

Mr. Chairman, we are on section 3 of the
Bill which provides that we shaîl take the
remaining five sixths of the stock of the
Canadian Noe-fhern .eoipany, .amou<nting te
.sixty million dollars.

Let me tell you, *Sir, that this surn ap-
pears enormeus to me and that 1 consider
this a suspicieus transaction, because so
far we have not been aâble to ascertain. to
whom we shahl pay these sixty, fitty or
twenty five million dollars, nor who are the
,holders of that stock and why it is so held.

Jf the information we have got be correct,
-we are inclined to believe thiat this anieunt
ýof Canadian Northern stock is in the hands
fof friends of the 'Government arneng w hein
is found a gentleman whose position upon
a certain question hias changed .beeause lie
hias had the promise that he would receive
the par value of the stock lie holds.

Now, Mr. Chairman, hefore section 3 is
passed, it mnight bie advisable te consider
*a while th.e situation eof tlic Caiadian Nur-
thern, company. iln order te kn'ow how ithat
company orî'ginated, hew it -was mnanagea
and how it is that the reinaining- stock, the
balance ot those hundred inîilliens. divided
amongat thse friends of the Gevernuient and
ef Mackenzie and Mann, must now be sold
to the Governmnent s0 tisat the company
may come out ef their financial tang-les.

Originally, the Mackenzie and Mann part-
nership boneht 'up a collepany whi.ch was
called the Canadian Northern. This coin-
pany has been subsidized by every provin-
cial government-the Quebec government
excepted-and by the federal goverinment te
the enormcous extent of a hundred odd mil-
lion dollars. 'They have ýbeen granted by
the several municipalities in this country-
save those in the province of Quebec-as a
helïp, an amount ef subsidies exceeding a
hundred million dollars. The Canadian
Northern company frein the date of its
organization hias been granted enougli sub-
sidies te build its whole line frein one end
te the other, and let me tell yeu that net-
withstanding the subsidies received the huie
has net 3ret been cornpleted and the sui re-
qýuired in order to finish the Canadian Nor-
thern transcontinental road is accounted at
several million dollars.

Now, Mr. Chairman, in our present finan-
cial conditions is it in the interest ef this
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country te acquire tise stock belenging te
the Canachian Northern, that is, the sixty
million dollars remaining? Are we in such
a financial position that we can get hold ef
se considerable an amount of stock, special-
ly whien the royal commission appuissted by
the present Governmnent hias shown, that the
stock held by the Canadian Northern or
Mackenzie and Mann is utterly ýwerthless,
and above ail after having tak-en inte con-
sideration the Act passed, by the present
Government in 1914, by whiclî the Govern-
ment is net only authorized but fully ena-
powered :11 Virtue of a mnutual agreement
be'tween the Canadia-n Northern 'cemipany
represented by Mackenzie and Mann and
the present Governiment, tu take hold et
ail the remaining stock in the hands ef
Mackenzie and )Mann without payin.- a
sinigle farthing shoulýd the company default.

When a country has te ask its nieighbour
a loan of meney and te pay sueli a high
rate of interest as eight per cent, I say
the time hias corne when the Governinent

wlihpresidje over the destinies et that
country shculd pender ever it again befere
carrying their schemes any further.

In our present condition, lu war time,
wlien we are spending a million dollars a
day, when we must pay large ameunts te
the widows and orplians of our soldiers whe
fell at the front and pensions te the returned
soldiers who werts wousded on the battle
,fields, our disburseiients are and shahl be
hîeavy aos long as the war will lasýt.

We mnst pro-vide, as I have just saiýd, for
the pensions and aIse for the requiremnents
of the country. At this moment we, are
neglecting all kinds ef imprevements on
acceunt et the war. How many useful
schiernes have heen discus6ed in this House
for several yea.rs-for instance, the opening
of the Georgian Bay canal which would se
gre atly Ibenefit the handling of the western
grain and the transportation cf produce ho-
tween the east and the west-we are neg-lect-
ing that undertaking, we cannet even start
it and naturally our country is deprived et
the benefits which would accrue fremn the
opening et that canal. 'Once more, we over-
leok alI this on acceunt of the lack et menýey
due te the war, hut that doms net prevent
the Geverninent frein caring very littie for
the interes'ts et the people, and freim being
ready te take hold et millions et dollars te
hand themn te peeple who are net entitled te
thein, if we roter te section 24 et the Act
passed in 1914, chapter 20 ef the Statutes et
Canada.

*Now, Mr. Chairman, it is idle tu think
that the people give their appreval te such
a transaction. Frein the Prime Minister


