FEBRUARY 7, 1916

585

diploma in the medical profession. He was
a young practitioner, not known at all out-
side the precincts of his own town, and
hardly kmown within them, when with
splendid audacity he threw himself against
one who was fthe darling of the people. the
most potent influence in Nova Scota and,
perhaps the brightest impersonation of in-
tellect that ever adorned the halls of a legis-

lature in any part of what is now
Canada. Joseph Howe was then the
member for Cumberland. In the prov-

ince of Nova Scotia there is a tradition
still extant, transmitted from father to son,
and repeated at many firesides, that on
one occasion, when Howe had addressed a
meeting of his constituents and had brought
his - auditors 'to a pitch of enthusiasm
even greater than that which his mag-
netic eloquence had ever before elicited, a

young man rose from the audience to reply.

It is stated that Howe was somewhat sur-
prised and perhaps not a little amused but
at once yielded assent with something like
patronizing condescension. If he was sur-
prised at first, he had greater reason for
surprise when he listened to the address of
his hitherto unknown opponent. He found
that in the speech of this young man there
was meat and substance which moved the
people and which gave cause for reflection
and worry. The tradition further has it,
that when Howe returned to Halifax he
stated to his friends that he had met in
Cumberland a young doctor who would be
a tower of strength to the Conservatives
and a thorn in the side of the Liberals.
The truth of his prediction was soon borne
out, even at his own expense. At the elec-
tions which followed in 1855 young Tupper
came forward against Howe in the county
of Cumberland and wrested it from him.
Howe at that time was at the zenith of his
fame and it may certainly be said of his

successful opponent that no one ever
crossed the portals of any legislature
through so wide an entrance. Sir William

Johnson was the leader of the Conserva-
tives in Nova Scotia.
eminent ability, but being far advanced
in years and in poor health, was only
too glad to rely on the services of
a young man of so much promise.
From the day that young Tupper came
to- the fore in the legislature of Nova
Scotia he became the guiding spirit of his
party and the inspiration of all his follow-
ers. Almost from that day his life became
associated with the life of Canada, because
it was only a few years afterwards, when

He was a man of

he had become premier of his province,
that the movement for Confederation was
suddenly started. In that movement for
Confederation, with all the excitement that
it produced, and with all the agitation to
which it gave birth, he found a genial field
for his great parliamentary ability.

I have said that courage was his chief
characteristic; but it was not his only char-
acteristic. His mind had been cast in a
broad mould. Whatever question he had to
deal with he never approached it from the
narrow sphere of-parochial limitation; on
the contrary, he approached it always from
the broadest conception it was susceptible
of. When I entered this House, more than
forty years ago these were the two things
which particularly struck me in him. He
was then in the prime, of life and in the
full maturity_ of his powers; he seemed to
me the very incarnation of the parliamen-
tary athlete, always strong, always ready
to accept battle and to give battle. Though
often my judgment was against him, in every
case I could not say that he was animated
by anything else than the broadest view
of Canadian problems. When Confedera-
tion had become an accomplished fact
he rose to the front in the broader
arena, just as he had taken the first rank
in the legislature of his own province. From
the day that he first entered the Chamber
of the House of Commons, now unfortun-
ately destroyed, his power was at once as-
serted and at once acknowledged by every-
body. He came into the Federal House
under the most distressing circumstances,
for in the elections wof 1867, the first
after ‘Confederation, his whole province
had gone against him; he alone had suc-
ceeded in retaining a seat. His con-
duct under these circumstances was worthy
of all praise. He applied himself with un-

tiring zeal and unselfishness to the
task of binding the wounds of his
province, and of reconciling the peo-

ple to the new conditions. At first he met
with but indifferent success; the feeling
of resentment persistent only to be as-
suaged by the soothing hand of time.
He had not the supreme gift of which
Sir John A. Macdonald was pre-eminently
the master: that of reconciling conflicting
elements and, with the minimum of friction,
of bringing them together as if they had
always been one.

In this House his name must ever re-
main atbached to two measures— measures
very different in character, bub each



