
COMMONS

ed or remained as we are, we would do
something towards the upkeep of the em-
pire. That policy, 'too, would fly the
British flag.

The fourth would be a combination of a
direct contribution and an imperial unit,
working in harmony with the admiralty.
Jack would fiy from the masthead.

The fifth is the one to which I have
adhered for many a long year and which
I trust will come within a very few years,
a confederation of the empire, a full part-
nership on a union basis. That would
combine all the good that is in the others
and we would have the manhood of the
nation elevated, there would be no com-
plications in the matter, and the old Union
.Jack would fly from the nasthead.

The only one of all these policies con-
cerning which there is any doubt as to
the position of Canada is the one that the
government bas selected, and why is that?
Whv? All we can do is to surmise. I am
free to admit that the First Minister is in
a rather difficult position in this matter.
But it is the old question of chickens com-
inz home to roost, and he cannot complain
ofanybody but himself.

Let us take a little review. We have
listened so long to misrepresentation of
these heroes of 1885, of the heroes of 1870
and the heroes of 1837-38 and all this sort
of thing, that I think it will do no harm
to nlace a few facts before the House. In
1763, by the treaty of Paris, Britain acquir-
ed the French property in the new world.
In 1774 the Quebec Act was passed. Under
that Quebec Act what happened? I am
not referring to any concessions given to
the then province of Quebec further than
to point out that the territory for which
the American colonists have given theirItime, their money and their lives, the
valley of the Mississippi and Ohio, that
great tract including Ohio, Indiana, Illi-
nois, Wisconsin. part of Minnesota and
Michigan, was taken deliberately from the
British colonists in the United States and
handed over under the Quebec Act to the
province of Quebec.

Mr. J. P. TURCOTTE. Why not?
Mr. HUGHES. Because n did not be-

h ng to them, because they never conquered
it. because it was bought by the blood of
the men of New England and of Virginia,
it was captured from the French by the
blood of New England. In 1775, there was
the American revolutionary war brought
about not alone by the Stamp Act and
kindred Acts, but bv the fact that this
territorv for which these men of Virginia
and other parts of the British dominions
had 2iven their lives had been taken from
them. That is why these men rebelled
more than anv other single cause. The
American revolution was brought on by

Mr. 1IUGH.ES.

the Quebec Act of 1774 more than bv any
other single cause.

Mr. J. P. TURCOTTE. That is new
history.

Mr. HUGHES. Following that came the
Constitutional Act of 1791. I have not a
word to say against the passage of that Act,
only that our French-Canadian fellow coun-
trymen did not ask it, it was given them
by the English speaking people there, many
of whom had lived under responsible gov-
ernment in England. They had heard the
name and they wanted a Constitutional
Act passed in Quebec whereby they would
have self-government. They got self-gov-
ernment, in other words representative gov-
ernment, the control of their own assem-
bly, but had not control of the appoint-
ment of the ministry.

In 1783, owing to the fact that the
Yankees gained their independence, the
states that they had won from France,
formerly, that is Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, part of Minnesota and Michi-
gan, they again took back and they took
them back from Britain and from Quebec.
They then were parts of the American
union, so in 1791 the province of Quebec
was curtailed and was divided into up-
per and lower Canada. But from that
tinie on a snall party in Quebec, ac-
tive until the present hour, began an agi-
tation to sever that province from the Bri-
tish Crown. For a few years after they got
the Constitutional Act passed, there was
hardly a Britisher, only three or four, to
be found in the whole assembly. British
immigrants were practically forbidden to
ener the province and were treated as for-
eigners, and when the settlers came in from
the United States and colonized the eastern
townships, the opposition was so strong
that they would hardly build a road in
there. The statement was then made: We
must preserve the land for our own people,
and the statement bas been made in a Mon-
treal paper within a week from to-day that
we must have this province our own and
must join the French-Canadian fellow
countrymen of the New England states with
the French-Canadians of the province of
Quebec. Fortunately the:se views are not
held by many in Quebec and they have
thus far fallen on unsympathetie ears. The
chief agitations were against British im-
migrants, English, Irish and Scotch. They
also demanded that they should have
an elective legislative council, and in the
province of Quebec to-day they have not
an elective legislative council. I believe
that legisla1 ive councils and senates should
net be elective for a sbort term, they should
hold office for life or a very long period. They
also demanded control of the revenues
from timber, from minerals, from forests
and the lands.
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