
Hion. Mr. HAGGART. The minister May 1The 2\INISTEII 0F RAILMWAYS AND

nlot 1.1now about tbe report ; but it would CANLS Mr. Speaker, I may say to tbe

assist the Conmiittee and assist the min- hon,. gentleman (Mr. Kemp), tbat 1 was coin-

ister ia the consideratiofi of this matter municated with by the Toronto Board of

If the report contalning tbe objections of the Tradeý and I amrn ft sure but that tbere

railway people were la thehands of the may biave been one or two other associa-

Hlouse before we proceed to consider the tiens, perhaps tbe Manufactilrers Associa-

Bill. Tbe bon, gentleman may or may not tien, and perbaps sonie otber associations

have seen the report. wbichb also communicated wlth me ; but 1
know the Toronto Board of Trade bas done

The IMINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND 20 and 1 stated to theni wbat bad trans-

havAL Se. Iasrthbognlmn pired. I very frankly stated to them that

bavenot.I biad asked tbe railway people to present

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. 1 accept'the hon1. to me, If tbey could, a statement of their

gentlemanl's statement, and take it for' criticismns upon the Bill, and wben 1 received

granted that hie bas nlot seen the report, but that I said tbat I would put them la pos-

others than the minister are really in pos- sessi on of lt. Then, I tbougbt would be the

session of the report. The fact that the proper time for tbem, if tbey wisbed to

mninister bas not seen the report does not formulate any views, to do so. I bave not

prevent others from baving seen it. Per-, received tbat Information froni tbe railway

basIt would be better to wait for thatcmpne. t saarttatbeeg-

report before we proceed with tbe considera- tlemý haýveben omuiangate

tion of the Bill. wroag direction. Instead of communicating
witb the Minister of Railways and Canais,

Mr. A. E. KEMP (East Toronto). The two they sbol aecmunctdwt h
partes wo ae ineresed a ths Bi ar ex-Minister of Rallways and Canais beeause

the raîlways and tbe public. It was re- the ex-ininister bas been taken into tbe con-

ported two or tbree weeks ago in tbe press fidence of these gentlemen to a much larger

that the railways would malte very In- degree that the present minister bas been

portant representatiofis to the government favoured. Therefore, I bave not been able
la regard to the ternis of this Act. They to carry out my undertakîng with theni.
have since been worklflg on it, I am n l- If I bave fýailed I bave not failed for any

formed. 1 amn also Informed tbat certain other reason than for tbat stated. I stili

bodies representlflg tbe general public bave adbere to tbe view that notblng would be

been correspoading with the Mlister of lost and that everytbing would be galnied

Railways, telling hlm tbat tbey desire to by proceedlng into Committee on tbls 1Bi11.

be heard la respect to this Bill. Tbey bave I know very well the clauses of tbe Bill

noticed lu the press reports that tbe rail- tbat will invoke the most crlticism and I

ways intend to ask for amenduients, and' arn sure the House will nccept my state-

they bave been wnitlng until the govern- mient and that wben in comrnittee the

ment were la possession of these amend- committee will accept the statement 1

ments before tbey came theniselves to la- make, that I will not press any of the clauises

ter7vlew the goveranmext. I understand that whicb 1 have reason to believe are like-

the Toronto Board of Trade are la that posi- ly to be contested in tbe interests of the

tion. They have been maklng representà- raiîway companles or anybody else ; but

tions to the Minister of Rallways, and de- tht 1 w11 be wlling to afford them every

siring to be beard after the rallways bave' opportunlt of belng heard.
made their representatloiis. If the Mînister I:
of Rallways sees fit to ýadopt these amend- Mr, KEm P. I do not tbink the boa. min-

ments whlcb the railway people produce, ister's inmd is sufficiently ingenlous to im-

then the board of trade ýdesire to be beard agine what the Toronto Board of Trade have

la regard to these amendments. But they do lu tbeir milnds in regard to this Bill. I

not want to make two trips here for that have been informed that tbey bave a great

purpose. Perhaps the ,Mlnlster of Rallways mny amndmlelits to, suggest and I tbink

may have representatomis from other bodies we wonld only lose tume by proceeding with

representlng the general public, as we know the Bill.

that tbe public are a good deal lnterested Mr. SAMUEL BARKER (Hamailton). Mr.

in this Bill. I would urge the minIster Speaker, I wlsh to caîl the attention of the

of Railways to postpone the second readlng lion. Minister of Railways and Canais (Hon.

of this Bill untîl hie bas the representatiofis 72Nr. Blair) to another difficulty la discussing

of the railways, and until hie hears the. or- titis measure; that is, if the bon. mInister

ganizations representlng the public, neither proposes to go on with the clauses relating

of whicb bodies bave yet been beard by to the commission. Personahly, 1 arn In

hlm. It seems to me. that it would be a f'aveur of the principle of a commission, but

waste of time to go on. and read thîs Bill I doubt wbetber I eau. vote for tbe clauses

a second tume, and consider it clause by as tbey stand untîl I know bow far the

clause, until we bave beard more from the clauses will extend; tbat Is to say, whetber

parties lnterested. I hope the lion. miaister tbey are to be blndlng upon ail the rail-

wlll give these organizations wbicb desire ways of this Dominion, or only a few of

It an opportunity to be beard. ilieni. Strongly as I feel there would be
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