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known. an exodus which has gone on from

1STS, but in a Jdiminishing Jdegree, as the fig-
ures prove and as people well know.,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGEHT.
figures.

Mr. FOSTER. My
allow me 1o make my
way. It may not he
hon. friend's. but it is the only way in which
I can Jdoit. 1 was about to say. Mr. Speaker.
that my hon. friend’s intelligence immedi-
ately gpprises him of these facts which 1
have stated, bur will he go on to say that
there
2o great under the circumstances which have |
existedd sinee INTS as they were under the
circumstanees which  existed between 18T
and ISTS ¥ Let us ask a few questions,
do people leave this country and go to an-
other? Lot us o one step further, and ask the
question @ why do people leave the eastern
states of the United States and go to the west?
There has been this displacement of  pop- |
ulation ; he knows it as well as any one on
thix side. amd he kiows the eause of it as well’
as any one on this side. Why has there been
this constant outgoing ufp('oplvfl‘onl the north
Atantie states towards the western states for .

(zive the

hon. friend will please
own speceh in my own

a period of ten or fifteen years to such :m|
nine ;

extent that the north Atlantic states.
in munber, as shown by the very census which
my hon. friend has been quoting, have been
compietely stationary in the last deeade. so
far as the rural population is conecerned, aml
have made but small comparative gains in
the populition of t:e cities and towns ? s
it beeause they have been cursed by a Na-
tional policy * s it because they have hatl
large duties on their imports and have been
burdened by taxes ? Is it because they have
had the added burden of a war 2 Are these
ample reasons, or is there another v If
the reasoun is that they have had this policy
of protection and this burden of taxation, ix
the hon. gentleman fair or reasonable in
asking us to cure the exodus from tkis coun-
try by adopting a tarift which, according to his
OoWR reasoning, has caused the exodus from
the other country ? But is there¢ not a
wider and a deeper reason than all these for
the displicement of population from east
to west, from the country to the city and
town, in this country as well as in the
TUnited Stites, to be found in the general

evclution of society, the change in in-
dustrial pursuits, different social circwn-

stances  and  different modes of living ?
I can tell my hon. friend what he knows, as
many men do, that that displacement of
population from east to west in the United
States has been due to the opening up of
new, wide and productive lands in the west-
ern country. amd the consequent competition
that took place under unequal conditions.
aided by the extraordinary facilities for
transporting traffic which have been deve-
loped during t-ese last ten or twenty years,
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and which have made the harden of freight
but a feather’s weight in the competition ;
so that men who wishwl to farm lefr the
castern states, where competition was stary

;ing them out, and went on the wide aned
fertile farm lands of 1the wesr, wiere they

feould compete under better conditions in the
pursuits of agricultural life.  That isx one
reason, and my hoi. frieml knows it.  There
is another reason. Whether it is right or
wrong. whether it is to be approved  of
or disapproved of. ir i fact, never-
ctheless, a fact which you tind in Eng-
lund. in the Unitead States, in Canada,
and in many other countries in the world —a
i fact whicl is patent to »verybody whe redds.-
; that there is a «li\lr(»sitinn in these latter days
|lo o from the country to the own te kave
wricultural work™ for imdusteial ant profe--
;wm U pursuits.  This is one other reason for
Ithe depopulation of ‘ho sl parts of the
reastern states, and for inereases in tlie popula-
“tion of the towns. Aro tiese cuses ¢ nitied
1o the United States of A esien. or ¢o they
..uw obtiain here * 1 Jdo na So into thes.
‘nuettters any more fully 5 [ do not taik abour
“the different modes of  frming. the great
Sulvantages thar have resalasl tiom the use
fof labour-saving machinery., and all that.
These questions have been discuss v1 by think-
ors and writers these last ten yvears, and are
4mnhu’ to every gentieman n tiis House,
.I’.ut there are these two causes which I have
!xpol\on of which are at the bottom of this de-
population of the rural districis—the intlux
into the cities and towns., ind the mizesation
from the less favoured parts of the country
for agricultural purposes to the broader anid
wider areas. in this countrv, i the Unite:t
States, and in other countries as well.  Now,
these are reasons whiehr are well known,
which are reason:itble, which any one can
axsent to. Rut to say that there has been this
exodus from Canada, and that it has been
entirely due to the unpohcv of the present
Jovernment in imposing a prote( tive tariff on
the country is a “‘non sequitur’; it is something
which remains to be proved. a mere eoinel-
dence, and not something that comes in th:»
relation of cause to effect. It must always be
remembered that up to a few years ago Can-
adz had no wide areas of land to which that
part of her population which was leavine
eastern farms and looking for larger firming
facilities could go ; so that they went where
others were going from the eastern states. to
the broad lands in the western states; and
once a nucleus is formed evervbody Knows
how quickly it draws to it. and what a far-
reaching power it has in attractiveness. Oune
member of a family went out years ago to
the United States north-west and settled there :
others members of his family follow lim ;
kindred that have ties with them becom»
acquainted with their doings and their pro-
eress there : they are also attracted to the
same country. and the stream which at first
is small grows larger and larger. Tt was during

is




