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gether fron the service, and appoint sone one else
instead. It is quite evident that the people of the
Island, for what reason I do not know, would
scarcely be satisfied with anyone ; and I can only
comne to this conclusion : that it would be much
better to send a stranger there, althougli the
patronage whieh is supposed to belong to those
who live in the immnediate locality would thereby
be taken from them, though I do not helieve in
all cases that it is ait ail advisable, in the interests
of the revenue, that in every case the parties
living in the iniuediate locality should be con-
sulted as to the person who should be appointed
to the position of revenue officer-froni the faet
that if a collector of Customîs or a preventive
officer, or any person having to do with the rev-
enue, particuilarly the Custons revenue, and with
siuggling and violation of the law, has mnany
friend is luthe locality, lie is too apt to neglect his
duty and befriend then at the expense, if not of
the revenue, at least of the service and the law.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It seenis that the day-
liglit protectionists are nocturnal free traders.

Mr. BOWELL. The lion. gentleman is not
original. I know lie is philosophical but I protest\
iost solemnily against his stealing the utterances

of my hon. friend who sits behind hiim. I have a
(listinct recollection of the lion. neiber for Char-
lotte (tr. Gillnor) -iving utterance to precisely
the same language a few years ago, and1 have no
doubt he was quite lonest in doing so, however
wrong the sentiment nay be in principle. I (Io not
know anything of the action of the officers to whomn
the hon. gentleman lias referred. What course
Mr. Gott or Mr. Kinîg took in the election was
unknown to me. I never had the pleasure of
meeting Mr. King but once in my life. Iii fact, if
asked what his politics were, I could not have
answeredi; but I suppose
recorded his vote, if at
tive interest. I do not
that or not, or wlether lie
the election ; but if lie did
than nany other Customns
Dominion, wlho worked
party with which the hon.

Mr. Gott would have
all, in the Conserva-
know wiether lie did
took any active part in

so, lie did nothing more
otiicials throughout this
in the interest of the
gentleman is connected.

Mr. McMULLEN. No, no.
Mr. BOWELL. Of course I could not expect

the lion. mmember for North Wellinugton to believe
what I say.

Mr. McMULLEN. We do not expect any other
statemnent from you, at any rate.

Mr. BOW ELL. There is a species of insolence
on the part of the lion. gentleman, which it would
be unparlianentary to properly refer to. I reiterate
the stateument I made, that if the officers in the
south riding of Essex worked against the hon. gen-
tleian, I was not aware of it. If they did they
did no more than mnany others who worked in
favour of the party my lion. friend supports. The
hon. menber frtmn Wellington may deny that if lie
pleases.

Mr. McMULLEN. Give us the nanies.
Mr. BOW ELL. I do not propose to stand here

and be catechised by the hon. gentleman. I make
the statenient, and if the hon. gentleman can con-
trovert it, let himn do so. But let himn ask any lion.
gentleman fron Prince Edward Island, whether
officials connected with the Customs there did not
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work, and work energetically against the Conserva-
tive party in that Island.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) I fail to know it.
Mr. BOWELL. Does the hon. gentleman pre-

tend to say lie knows the action of every officer on
the Islandt, whether a preventive officer or other
oficer, or whether in Charlottetown or elsewhere?

.Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) The lion. gentleman
appealed to neinhers fromi Prince Edward Island,
and I answer him by saying that mny knowledge of
the Custonms officials there is not limited, and I
know ione in Prince Edward Island who supported
the Opposition candidates.

Mr. YEO. I also cone froni Prince Edward
Island, and I know noue.

Mr. BOW ELL. I have heard of a case iii which
a man vas accused of stealing a horse, and only
one man swore to the fact, when the accused told the
judge very seriously that lie could bring a dozen
mnen -who would swear that they did not know it,
and did not see him stealing the horse. I think mny
hou. friends are exactly in the sanie position. When
I receive complaints dlemiianiding the dismissal of an
official because lie worked for his own party, I
positively refuse to comply on the ground that the
law gives Customs officials the right to vote and
work in the interests of their party, and I lay
down the principle that it would be dangerous to
adopt the view which the hon. niemuber for South
Essex takes, when he says tlhat to the victors
belong the spoils. Of course, I believe that in all
cases when there is a vacancy, thlat vacaney shouild
be filled by the party in power fron its own ranks ;
but I presume what the lion. gentleman mneans to
imnply is that we should adopt the principle which
obtains in the United States, and which did otain
before Coufederation in Prince Edward Island,

iamely, that upon the accession to power of a new
Governîment, every officer opposed to it should be
dismnissel fron his position and another appointedi.

Mi. ALLAN. That is what it will come to.
Mr. BOWELL. Why should it come to that?
Mr. ALLAN. By the course the Goverunient

have taken.
Mr. BOWELL. Thlie hon. gentleman did not,

during the whole of his speech, cite an instance of
an officer who had opposed the Governmnent havinîg
been dismnissed for that reason. Neither did lie
give any instance in which a political opponent of the
Governiment had been renioved fron office andi a
supporter of the Governmnent put in his place.

Mr'. McMULLEN. I will give you one in a few
minutes.

Mr. BOW ELL. I have no doubt the lion. gen-
tienian wants to obtain a pretext-thinking that
the time is not far distant when his party will be in
power-which will justify his prty in carryiug
out the principle he advocates. I know nothing of
the information the hon. member for Wellington
may give the House, but I venture to mnake this
assertion : that lie will furnish no instance in con-
nection with the Customs Departinent of an officer
having been removed for political reasons, since I
have lhad control of it, at any rate. I challenge
him, to furnish any such instance. He may
instance cases of which I know nothing, and I amu
confident that in any cases he will mention there are
other reasons than those of a political character
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