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pelled the companies to give equal facilities under the same
circumstances to individuals as well. With a view to meet
the hon. gentleman as far as possible, and to embody the
suggestion he threw out, ha will be glad, as his own Bill
was not proceeded with, to have the same provision
embodied in the Consolidated Railway Act, and this
amendment is proposed, and I trust the hon. gentleman will
find that it meets the points which he impressed on the
fHouse, and that it will, in his judigment, meet the case so far
as it eau be met by the tribunal of the Railway Committee
of the Privy Council. The section is as follows:-

" Everv railway company shall, according to its power, afford all
reasonable facilities for the receiving, and forwarding and delivery of
traffle upon and from the several railways belonging to or worked by
such company, and for the return of carriages, trucks and other
vehicles; and no sucb company shall make or give any undue or
unreasonabIe preference or advantage to or in favor cf any particular
person or company or any particular description of traffic in any respect
whatever, nor shall any such company subjeet any particular person
or any particular description of traffic ta any undue or unreasonable
prejudice or disadvantage in any resp, ct whatsoever. And any railway
company having or working railways which form part of a continuons
line or railway, or which intersect any other railway, or which have
the terminal station or wharf of the one near the terminal station or
wharf of the other, shall afford all due and reasonable facilities for
receiving and forwarding all the traffie arriving by one of such railways
by the other, without any unreasonable delay, and without any such
preference or advantage or precedence or disadvantage as aforesaid,
and so that no obstruction may ho cffered to any person desirous of
using such railways as a continuons line of communication, and so that
all reasonable accommodation may by means of the railways of the
several companies be at all times afforded ta the public in that b-hal1;
and any agreement made between any two or more railway companieb
contrary to the foregoing provisions shall be unlawful, null and void."

The next is a provision to meet the case of the sale of a
railway or part of a railway to a party not having the
necessary powers to work it. There is no provision in the
existing Statute under which a railway s0 sold and becomi ng
the property of an individual-purchased, not by a company,
but b.y parties not having corporate powers -can be worked.
This is a clause intended to provide means for working a
railway under such circumstances by authority of the Gov-
ernment, until the assembly of Parliament, and an oppor-
tunity has been offered to obtain corporate powers. The
clause is as follows:

" If at any time any railway or any sect4on of any railway ha so d
under the provisions of any derd of wmortgage thereof, or at the instance
of the holders of any mortgage, bonds or debentures, for the payment of
which any charges bas been created thereon, or under any lawful pro.
ceeding, and be purchased by any persaon or corporation not having any
corporate powers authorising the holding and operating thereof by such
purehase, the purchaser thareof shall transmit to the Minister cf Rail-
ways and Canals, within ten days from the date of such purchase, a
notice in writing stating the tact that such purchase bas been made,
describing tLe termini and line of route of the railway purchased, and
specifying the charter under which the same had been constructed and
operated, including a copy of any writing preliminary to a conveyance
of such railway which bas been made as evidence of such sale; and
immediately upon the execution of any deed of conveyance of such
railway the purchaser shall alio transmit ta the Minister of Railways
and Canais a duplicate or an authenticated copy of such deed, and
shall furnish ta the Minister, on request, any further details or informa-
tion that he may require."

Section 14 is as follows:-
" Until the purchaser shall have given notice ta the Minister i

manner and form as provided by the last preceding section, it shal
not be lawful for the purchaser to run or.operate the railway so pur-
chased, or to take, exact or receive any tolls whatever in respect of
any traffic carried thereon ; but after the said conditions have been
complied with, the purchaser may continue until the end of the then
next Session of the Parliament of Canada ta operate such railway and
ta take and receive such tolls thereon as the railway company pre-
viously owning end operating the same was authorized to take, and
shall be subject in so far as they can be made applicable ta the terme
atd conditions of the charter of the said company, unti! he shall have
received a letter of license from the Minister of Railways, and Canals,
which Jetter the Minister is hereby authorized to grant, defining the
terms and conditions on which such railway shall be run by such pur-
chaser during the said period."

I believe these clauses will be found to fully meet the case;
but the party is obliged to apply to Parliament a -the
earliest possible moment, in order to obtain corporate

Sir C=Aains TupEra.

powers the same as any other company. The next clause
is as follows:-

" It shall be the duty of sncb purchaser to apply ta the Parliament
of Canada at the next following Session thereof after the purchase of
such railway for an Act of incorporation or other legislative author-
ity, ta hold, opera e and run snch railway, and if such application be
made to the said Parliament and be unsuccessful, it shall be in the
discretion of the bon. Minister of ::ailways and Canais ta extend the
license to such railway until the end of the then next following session
of Parliament and no longer. And il during su-h extended period the
purchaser does not obtain such Act of incorporation or other legisla-
tive authority, such railway shall be closed or otherwise dealt with by
the Minister of Railways and Canals, as shall ha determined by the
Railway Committee of the Privy Council."

I trust that these amendments, many of which have been
suggested by hon, gentlemen on the Railway Committee,
and al] of them, I believe, or most of them, certainly have
been brought under the notice of that Committee, and its
approval will meet with the approval of this louse, and
enable us to obviate a number of serious difficulties and
objections which have been met with in carrying out the
Railway Act, and many difficulties which have presented
themselves in the management of the railways, so far as
the Government is concerned.

Mr. BLAKE. I suppose that the hon. gentleman intends
to refer this Bill to the Railway Comm ittee.

Sir CHARLES I UPPER. No.
Mr. BLAKE. Well, J am very sorry the hon. gentleman

takes this course. This is a very important Bill. It con-
tains very numerous provisions, some of them of a startling
character, and one of' them in particular very startling. It
was introduced six days ago, and distributed in Et glith

niy one or two days ago. It is not yet distributed in
French, and the Government announced that they would
likely, to-day, take Government Notices of Motion
and Concurrence, and not Bills. I have not excepted to
a number of things taken in the ordinary course, and which
did not involve discussion; but the hon. gentleman announces
now, that ha proposes to take up this Bill without referring
it to the Railway Committee, to which the original Railway
Act, to which this is an amendment in many important
respects, was referred. Under these circumstances, I think
that the hon. gentleman's procecdings are infair. He is
exposing the House to a surprise to read this Bill the second
time at this stage, without the prehîminary steps being
taken, which we have a right to rely upon according to the
Rule- of the House; and, under these circumstances, I object,
as the Bill is not distributed in French.

Sir CHA RLES TUPPER. Of course, it is quite compe-
tent.to the hon. gentleman to obstruct the progress of the
Bill, but I am sorry that at this late period of the Session,
1.e feels it to be his duty to do so, because I thnk I am in
the judgment of the House, or of a very large portion of it,
the members of the Çommittee on Railways and Canais,
when I say that these, with the exception of one single
clause in the Bill, which I admit is a clause of very great
importance-

Mr. BLAKE. Hear, hear.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. But one that is very easily

comprehended-
Mr. BLAKE. It is very comprehensive, I admit.
Sir C HARLES TUPPFR. It is very comprehaeive

and very easily comprehended. It is a very simple propo-
sition, although I think that it is a very necessary and
very important proposition; yet it is a very simple one,
and, with the exception of one, not one single clause in the
Bill has not already been considered by the Comm ttee of
Railways and Canais; and I think I may say further that
not a single clause in the Bill bas not virtually received the
approval of the Committee bof Railw&ys and Uanals. -1 4ae
no intention to have the Bill read the third time at this
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