
COMMONS DEBATES.
they have bestowed on me, notwithstanding the fact that
I speak a language which ie not understood by a great
number of the members of this House. Before taking my
seat I humbly ask permission to second the motion
now placed before the House by the hon. member from
Glengarry (Mr. Maomaster).

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Speaker, although the hon. member
for Glengarry (Mr. Macmaater) closed his address to the
House by declining to tender the traditional apology, I will
not so far follow bis example as to decline to tender the
traditional compliment, and I will assure you, that so far as I
could judge, h. bas not merely,on this occasion, been provided
with that which he seemed to think essential to a gentle.
man of his profession-a brief-but he stuck to it with
very eommendable accuracy of thought and attention, and
ho paid, it seems to me, a poor compliment to those who
entruated him with the honor of moving the Address when
ho declared himself to be in want of that essential prelimi-
nary to an advocate's speech. My hon. friend, if he
will allow me to call him so, who seconded the motion,
opened hie observations by complaining of the task imposed
upon him as a young member, and be said that he thought
from hie point of view, as I understood him, it ought to be
mome of the older hon. members, who were more accus-
tomed to these matters, who had bad more to do with them,
who were more responsible for them, who should be called
upon to explain, in a fuller and more authoritative manner
than he could hopè to do, the topics which were under dis-
cus-on. But the hon. gentleman, after having made that
apology, which the hon. gentleman from Glengarry dis-
dained to make, proceeded to discuss those matters in a
manner which indicated, I think, that he was also fully
equal to the task imposed upon him. There was, it is true,
on one occasion at any rate, some slight discrepancy in the
statements of the hon. gentlemen, but, generally speaking,
Mr. Speaker, I may say that both of them adhered toler-
ably well to the text of the document which they were
asked to give their assent to, and to which they were
inviting the assent of this Chamber. That document is long,
but, though long, it is, perhaps, quite as remarkable for
what it omits as for what it contains. I entirely
agPee with the paragraph, and with the expressions aIpon
that paragraph, which have reference to the nobleman who
has been lately appointed to preside over us. It is a for-
tunate circumstance that for many years we should have
had a succession of distinguished gentlemen as Viceroys
of Canada, and it is a fortunate cireurastance also, I think,
that they are men who, having already approved them-
selves to be fit for that position, by the place they have taken
ia public affaire of the Mother Country, were yet men in the
prime and vigor of life, fully equal to an energetie and
active discharge of those fanctions which devolve even
upon a constitutional Governor here, and of whom we mayfairly expect that they cone here to improve au increase
their credit and reputation ; to approve themselves capable
of still higher positions in that public service to which they
have devoted themselves; and, therefore, there is evr in-
dacement to their discharging, as those in the past Ive
discharged, to the ful their duty to the country. We do
not expect, as I once before observed bere, from those who-
ceme to rale over ue, indiscriminate praise and eulogy, but
we are entitled to expect, and I am glad to say we do re-
ceive, marks of an abiding attachmeat on the part of those-
who have remained among us for five or six years, towards
ti country, and a public exhibition of that abiding at:-
tachment and interest in tke country, which certainly muet
b, as th. hon. gentlemen have observed, of great advan-
tage to us in the country to which we look for so much, in
reference to our development, and our relations with which
aS so important. I feel, Mr. Speaker, very glad indeed to,
leaen that sMm rMranments have beea made, which thea

Governinent think they may with confidence submit to Par-
liament, for closing all questions at issue between
the Province of British Oolumbia and the Dominion
of Canada. It would be entirely premature to dis-
cues, in any detail, the particular arrangements
with respect to which the papers are not
before us, but which, we are informed, we shall certainly
receive full information about within a very short time. I
was a little amused to observe, however, the prineiples
upon which this settlement, in its main feature, was bsed,
as publiely announced by the envoy of the Administration
in the Province of British Columbia. I should have sup-
posed that the settlement was based upon a fair and liberal
consideration of what the claims were of British Columbia
upon Canada, but I find that it was not se-that it was upon
other considerations-upon the considerations of the claims
of the city of Victoria upon the First Minister. I quote
from the report of the speech of the Minister of Justice at
Victoria, in which he announced that result:

" With reference to the Settlement Bill, as it is called by the Local
Administration Sir Alexander Campbell assured the deputation,
reiterating the language of his colleague, Sir John Kacdonald, that the
Government of the Daminion has every inteution to se# that the lino
between Esqnimait and Nanaimo le constracted. This, Sir John A.
considers a debt which he owes to Viotoria, for the eonfidenoe placed in
him by the e1ectors, when they returned him as thhir repreenutative."
Mr. Speaker, an honest man pays his debts, but h. pays
them with his own money. But the bon. gentleman pro-
poses to pay his debts, incurred in the constituencies which
honor him with their confidence, at our expense, and this
is formally announced in the course of the discussion which
results in the settlement which is to be brought before us.
I was a little amused, aiso, to observe that the arrangement
involves a surrender to the Americans. I find that a large
company is incorporated for the construction of the Island
Railway, and that it is omposed of sundry magnates who
are very well known to fame, and who are interated, the
hon. member for Glengarry may be surprised to hear, in
the hostile railway-the Union Pacifie Railway. I find
the name of C. B. Hluntingdon; I find the name of Mr.
Gregory; I ûnd the name of Mr. Stanford. I find
names familiar to most of us, as magnates of the Pacifie
coast-kings of that country virtually by reason of their
connection with the Pacific Railway-with whom hon.
gentlemen opposite are contracting, and to whom they
propose to surrender the coal lands and various privileges
connected with the construction of the railway. They are
useful persons to deal with, I have no doubt, as the publi-
cation of the recent correspondence in conection with the
Pacific Railway proves, and I hope the hon. gentleman was
extremely careful to caution his colleague when he dealt
with these gentlemen-whose letters are before me in part,
and I would read them if I had no other matters of imprt-
ance to discuss-to caution him that such things sho not
happen in Canada as happened in railway negotiationswith
the same parties in the neighboring country. Now, the
Speech alludes to the North-West, and the only reference
that is, made to the general condition of that country is a
reference to the rapid inerease of population which ha
taken place, and which is said to necessitate some further
amendment of some of the laws affecting the territory. But
the hon. gentlemen who were supplied with the brief on
this occasion had, I think, in this partieular, somea reason
to complain, because upon former occasions the brief con-
tained the figures for the immigration to the North-West.
Upon former occasions we were told at an early day, by
the authority of the Government conveyed to those hon.
gentlemen, what the figures were for the year. We have
not got them for this year. Total fgures have been given
us ; figures bave been given us with reference to immigra.
tion from -the United States, but we are not told what the
imremse to the population of the North-West was. I it

in me to eonjeeture that it is beoua.m the
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