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Article 25 — Medical aircraft in areas not controlled by an adverse Party

In and over land areas physically controlled by friendly forces,
or in and over sea areas not physically controlled by an adverse
Party, the respect and protection of medical aircraft of a Party to
the conflict is not dependent on any agreement with an adverse
Party. For greater safety, however, a Party to the conflict oper-
ating its medical aircraft in these areas may notify the adverse
Party, as provided in Article 29, in particular when such aircraft
are making flights bringing them within range of surface-to-air
weapons systems of the adverse Party.

Article 26 — Medical aircraft in contact or similar zones

1. In and over those parts of the contact zone which are physically
controlled by friendly forces and in and over those areas the
physical control of which is not clearly established, protection
for medical aircraft can be fully effective only by prior agreement
between the competent military authorities of the Parties to the
conflict, as provided for in Article 29. Although, in the absence
of such an agreement, medical aircraft operate at their own risk,
they shall nevertheless be respected after they have been recog-
nized as such.

2. “Contact zone” means any area on land where the forward
y

elements of opposing forces are in contact with each other,

especially where they are exposed to direct fire from the ground.

Article 27 — Medical aircraft in areas controlled by an adverse Party

1. The medical aircraft of a Party to the conflict shall continue to
be protected while flying over land or sea areas physically con-
trolled by an adverse Party, provided that prior agreement to
such flights has been obtained from the competent authority of
that adverse Party.

2. A medical aircraft which flies over an area physically controlled
by an adverse Party without, or in deviation from the terms of,
an agreement provided for in paragraph 1, either through
navigational error or because of an emergency affecting the safety
of the flight, shall make every effort to identify itself and to inform
the adverse Party of the circumstances. As soon as such medical



