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.Bhridath Ramphal, left, llslom t_o Canadian Extml Atfaln

By Tim Harper Toronto Stal.'

- CANBERRA - External Affairs
Minister Joe Clark says he will tell
his South African counterpart the
Commonwealth will not offer fur-
ther help to rebuild southern Afri-
ca until apartheid is ended.

* Roelof Botha had written Clark,
who is the chairman of the Com-
Jnonwealth foreign ministers con-
ference on So Africa, asking
that the Commonwealth work with
South Africa to help front-line
states in southern Africa. -

: Written to banks .

« Botha had given Clark assur-
ances that progress was being
fnade in the region. .
+ He sald the Commonwealth was
off track in its punitive stance
against South Africa for its apar-
theid pol e
<Clark, in his reply, will tell Botha
3hat most of the reconstruction
sieeded is due to South Africa’s de-
stabilization of the region. .
# Clark has also written to the
international banking community
r— those to whom South Afr{g:;
owes money — telling them
Commonwealth Is calling on them
2o tighten the debt vice in which
Africafindsitself. .. ..
p South Africa is struggling with a

G e b o
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1990 repayment date for much of

its $21 billion (US.) foreign debt.

But foreign ministers yesterday
refused to recommend that Preto-
ria be *pped with more trade
sanctions® - -

With Canada and Australia lead-
ing the way, the meeting agreed in-
stead to push other nations to up-

rade their measures against
uth Africa. -

Their recommendations now go
to the Commonwealth heads of
ggemment when they meet in

of foreign ministers on southern
Africa has met at six-month inter--

‘vals since it was formed at the’

1987 Commonwealth meeting in
Vancouver. The Canberra meeting

-ended yesterday.-

- The measures -should satisfy
critics at home who felt the Com-
monwealth was backing away
from sanctions as an ent of
prie;.mre on South Africa, Clark

“What l‘ron should understand,”

Qlark told reporters, .“is that this
Commonwealth process began (at
the 1985 Commonwealth meeting)
at Nassau after a.long periofl of
smnation of apartheid but not

ober in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-.
a. & AP ”
The Commonwealth committee -
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WRAPPING IT UP: Commonwealth Secretary-General Sir.  Minister Joe Clark at a news conference yesterday on the

lsst day of the Commonwealth meeting in Australia.

Clark rebuffs Botha aid request

a great deal of co-ordinated inter-
national action toopposeit. - - --

“There has been ,a dramatic
change .in the situation- of apar-.
theid since the Nassau conference

due in no small measure to -the.

leadership which has. been shown
by the Commonwealth.” . :

The Commonwealth will ‘do
more when it can be ‘persuaded
that other countries will follow,
Qarksaid. - . ..
" But that stance didn't seem to
satisfy many critics in the Austra-
liancapital. . - . ... - -

Archbishtzge;'red Scott, former
glmate of the Anglican Church of

nada, said he felt it important
that Canada and Australia fulfil

"l‘ake’_n»e‘x_t:stqi’“‘ -

their 1985 pledge that further - 1Lzt door hasbeen

measures be taken if apartheid re-
mained in South Africa. - - - -
. 1 think should .take the
next further step,” Scott said. * ",

--Joe Hanlon, the author of -an-

{ers urging & phacedul of a1l South
urging a ut of all Sou
African trade over the.next five
years, was also_critical of Qlark’s
lans for Commonwealth ministers
work an other.countgles to get

tougher, .. . 3%adiny -

o i

-+ “There's no need for Clark to go

- to the US. to talk about sanctions
when *ve got tougher sanctions
than the Commonwealth,” he said.

Clark mentioned the United
_States, West Germany, Japan and
Brazil as four countries that could

" adopt stronger measures against
South Africa. :

Ben Mkapa, the Tanzanian for-
eign minister, denied the four Afri-
can ministers at this meeting lost

- the battle for further trade sanc-
tions.- R -

More sanctions could be adopted
at the heads of government meet-
ing in Kuala Lumpur if one of the
leaders takes the initiative, he said.

“I was going to press for leaving
the door open for further, stronger

* sanctions to be adopted,” he said.

t opened.”
" ‘The message to Pretoria, Mkapa
said, “is that the course of sanc
tions is irr@versible. And they bet-
ter geti »e LT

-:- But Nigerian Foreign -Minister
Maj-Gen. 1ke Nwachukwu had
publicly called for new trade sanc

. tions and members of the Zimbab-

-*wean delegation — who were criti

- ¢al of Canada when this committee
-met in Hararé — were saying pri-
” vately they wanted further action.
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