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the MTCR to extend the scope of the guidelines to cover missiles capable of delivering
all kinds of weapons of mass destruction. Each of us will continue our efforts to
improve transparency and consultation in the transfer of conventional weapons and to
encourage restraint in such transfers. Provision of full and timely information to the
UN Arms Register is an important element in these efforts.

We will continue to intensify our cooperation in the area of export controls of sensitive

_items in the appropriate fora to reduce threats to international security. A major
element of this effort is the informal exchange of information to improve and
harmonize these export controls.

Arms control agreeme‘nts which have been signed by the former Soviet Union, in
particular the START and CFE treaties, must enter into force. The full ’
implementation of the CFE Treaty will create the foundation for the new cooperative
security framework in Europe. We welcome the far-reaching follow-on agreement on
strategic nuclear weapons concluded by the US and Russia in June as another major
step towards a safer, more stable world. Further measures, in particular the unilaterally
announced elimination of ground-launched short-range nuclear weapons by the United
States and the former Soviet Union, should be carried out as soon as possible. We
support Russia in its efforts to secure the peaceful use of nuclear materials resulting
from the elimination of nuclear weapons. The Geneva negotiations for a convention on
the effective global ban on chemical weapons must be successfully concluded this year.
We call on all nations to become original signatories to this convention.
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The new challenges underline the need for strengthening the UN, taking account of
changing international circumstances. Since our last meeting in London the tasks and
responsxbllmes of the UN have further increased in a dramatic way, especially in the
area of crisis prevention, conflict management and the protection of minorities. The
UN has played a central role in the international response to developments in the
Gulf, in Cambodia, in the former Yugoslavia and in other regions of the world.

We support the UN’s role in maintaining international peace and security. The
accession to the UN of new states hus reinforced the importance of this role. We call



