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disarmament and help them gain interna-
tional attention and acceptance.

Even though UN resolutions don’t al-
ways lead to the action they call for, they
show clearly that Member States con-
sider the issues to be important. And,
when states do manage to agree on a dis-
armament issue or measure through the
UN, that agreement carries a lot of
weight. Resolutions adopted by consen-
sus express the objectives, concerns and
priorities of the international commun-
ity. This helps to maintain the pressure
for disarmament on all Member States.

Often, measures agreed to by UNGA
or the UNDC help to lay the ground for
further measures. For example, in 1985
Canada succeeded in persuading the
General Assembly to adopt by consen-
sus a resolution on verification. This led
to a special UN study of verification is-
sues and, eventually, to agreement by
Member States on 16 verification prin-
ciples. Member States also agreed to es-
tablish a database of verification
material at the UN. Since verification, or
checking to make sure that parties are
carrying out the terms of a disarmament
agreement, is a key part of disarmament
treaties, this UN consensus will have
benefits in many negotiations.
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vited to provide the UN with data about
their arms exports and imports, as well
as with information about their overall
arms holdings and their arms purchases
from domestic sources. Canada was a
strong supporter of this measure, which
may eventually lead to international con-
trols on the arms trade.

Although the UN disarmament
process may be slow, the value of having
all states involved should not be underes-
timated. Some disarmament agreements
affect only certain states or regions and
thus are best negotiated by the states in-
volved. However, other disarmament
agreements, to be effective, must include
virtually all states of the globe. This is
true of the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
which was negotiated through the UN
and has helped to stop the spread of
nuclear weapons (see the Focus article
in Bulletin 14 — Fall 1990). 1t is also true
of the chemical weapons convention
now being negotiated by the CD.

The efforts of the UN in the disarma-
ment field reflect the importance of dis-
armament to the entire international
community, as well as the difficulty of
reaching international agreement on is-
sues so close to the heart of security as
traditionally understood. The end of the
Cold War should make it easier for
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