
272 TEE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

lases te bookaellers, who would b. fouud witb more or
leus stock cf the oid bockis loft valueleas on thoir bands.
He claims that, uctwithstanding ail the impre vements
in readers made by almoot nuoeberless attempte during
the« last quarter cf a century, the Royal Readers etill
romain so little inferior (if at ail> that it would net psy
te, change Lbem for the bout that have yet been pro-
déoed. Tbe uew regulation, allowing sciiools tq use
approved, supplementary readers, wiil give much satis-
faction te those teachers who are net satisfied with the
readers nov presoribed.

In 1892 tb. teaohiug cf hygiene And temperance
from Lext-books ln the banda cf the Ipupils was meade
compulscry. Many objections were raiaed to tLb. special
emphuis laid upon such teaching. But the report
8!ýows that similar lawg vere foiud te b. neceaaary in
France, and that the resuite are Iikely te b. satisfacory,
as they have beeon for the meut part iu Nova Scotia.
Miltary drill, the t.eaohing cf moral sud patriotic
duties, and the establishment cf achool gardens, are
stroigly recemmended as a desirable advance in cur
educaticual werk. .An account.la given cf tbe pregreas
cf manual training in- the sofeôl cf Nova Scotia frem
the first~ departmnent of that klud under Prof. Russell in
Halifax iu 1891, te the. establishment cf the Macdonald
Manual TrainingSool atTruro in September, 1900, with
Mr. T. B. Kiduer as principal. The firut uchool cf cookery
in conneotion vlth our public schoois wus started in
Halifax in 1897. There are now Lwo teachers of
domestie science in Truro, and the classes are largely
attended by meut enthusiastio studenta from tbe normal
sohool, the academy and the cemmon sohools.

In referriug Le late educational changes in England,
it in pointed eut that the. tendency la te make the
course cf instruction inlU ail oolu more comprebeusive,
vile enabling the detailu cf the instruotion te b.
adapted te the special circurnatances cf the. achool, ând
te empiasise scieutifec, art aud Lecbnicai educatien,
even though at the «xpense cf some cf the Lime abaerbed
in the eider ciasical instruction. The narrov and
one-sided education that bas hitherte prevailed viii b.
replaoed by a broader culture la which ne important
subjeot wiii b. mlighted, and li whioh, therefore, a more
h&XXmenious deveiopment and a more comploe adapta.
tien-te envirenment viii b. seoured. Iu the. appendix
te tbia valuable report, we mid the. reports 'frem the.
normal sohool, frem the inspector sud the colleges. Te
these we may refer at a later date.

A new caal lu prgoeed, in the intereat cf western
shippers. It le te rua from the Geergian Bay, through
L4ake- Simoce, te I.ake Ontario,,

NATURE STUDY.

The Thing That Ooulda't.

"The thing that could n't " ba ocourred, and at least
the ign-peata leading te nature'@ kingdorn are day by
day being -pointed out in our publie achoole. Pointed
out in a geography which poasemees for us ne authorized
textbock, and which the jealous Il3 R'a " regard a an
intruder.

In the nature tudy, "certain definite work muet b.
dons in each grade. There muet be a plan for eauh
meamon, the matter obtainable and the pupilu' knowledge
determining the acheduip. The buda in the mpring te
the bude in tlb. fail, and from meed te seed,-to sorne it
la8 aIl ne1w, and te ail týaere is smre additional beauty
in it.

Surely from April to Octeber, there ià ne trouble a
te where te begin. Flowerm vary according te locality,
but from any part cf Nova S 'cotis the fragrant May-
flower may be sacrifloed. *Ând just here cernes in a
question cf ethice. When the lesson invoives tbe macri.
lice of animal or vegetable life, who does net mee that_
for a bundie cf new terme and a questionable amount
of knowledge, we may tend te destroy Lb. menue cf
beauty appreciation, and rather mtrengiy inculoate wan.
ton destruction?1 Handf uts cf flowers are brought when
a few wouid suffice, and flowers plucked for the joy cf
plucking mtrew the ground about the childreu at recesi,
or dying meekly lie before them in achool. Oniy thome
whicb are used for per86nal adorninent, or after being
placed in water are umed te beautify the deakm, mhotdld
b. allowed in the possession cf thepupil; and certsinly
ne more than actually neoessary should be destroyed in
dlas. Many a mweet bri'er or clump cf daisis, a bit cf
beauty for ail, bas been piucked eniy te, be threwn upon
the ground a few roda further on. Nor is this any fine
drawn bit of sentiment. Some of our rarer floyers are
becoming extinct in certain localities-the vandale
making a clean mweep cf aIl the fcowera meen, none being
left for reproduction. Have weé nuL ail a memory photo-
graph of far more value than the bloamome would have
been cf the green shadows cf some wood through which
the flickering sunbeama tenderly teucbed a oluster cf
dainty blouose, and which we it'undisturbed te the.
greennes and the perfume aud tbe silence. Penhaps
ne caution is needed iu regard te the animal or even
inseot life. --Net the veblue cf either per ae but the
coarsening resultaut upon the oheapening cf life, is the
peint te be avoided.

But te our nature work' Different grades may b.
grouped fer this. The sixth, seveuth and eighth may

Yery profltably work tegether. Incomparably better


