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let us flot so delude ourselves. The liniits of accurate knowledge are

very restricted. There is niuch that we are dindy conscious of that

we eau neither analyze nior define and yet these are the miost importanit

perceptions with which we hiave to do, for upoin theni only can lie

founded our belief in God and Our hope of Iuiînortality. Iu this

doniain cr-de mnental pictures and confessedly inmperfect conceptions

are the higliest forni of apprebiension that we are as yet comipetent to

acquire and these instead of beiug worthless are our sole hope and

earnest of a better knowledge yet to corne.

We niay speak of the îipelling force of Publie Opinion, in

nuatters of correct thought. correct appearauce. aud correct bebaviour,

but if we conceive of these as iierely the ideas of a number of

individuals we fail to realize a miost important feature of the real-

ity, for unless we discern in the expression of sucb public opinion

soiewhat of the coliering force and formuative principle discern-

able in personality we will fail to realize its most salient char-

acteristie. For it'is not ierely a collection of opinions but rather

a Public Mind aud a Public Will, appertainiflg to tîte conimntiy,

growing with its g;.owt.-~sonetliUg greater aud longer lived than the

opinions and wîlls of the individuals conîposîug such~ conuintY,

wh1îch iudeed it proctically mouluis and cotîtrols.

Vet while il îs legitinmate to inake use of svicl concepts it is

absolutely uecessary to le ever iudful of their limitations, and to

bring theni tume and again to the test of experieuce to ascertain how

far they are descriptive of thu facts.

If we proceed to do thîs it m-ill at once becomne apparent that mien

in association possess oulv to a limited extent a Public Mîmd and a

Public Will for. iustead of there being only one Mr. Ortbodoxy we find

iany, each conînfmnity, lîoiever siuaîl, bleing szeparated into diftiiiCt

groupa holding particular opinons upon aIl matters of religions,.

social. or lusîness import. The conflîcts everywherc bein~ tte

reveal but too, plaînly Mhat huail society bas not vet attail to 

possession of a comimon standard of thouglit su;d action, save per-

chance in enibryo, for a nieasure of it is discer-nible. There ls

uudoubtedly a comrite life pertaining to the cornintunitY and il is

ranch greater and more important tlian the livet; of the" individual

meibers of that comnunity. The life of a mi mniay extend to tliree

score years aud ten wblerras Ilie lives of the cella of wliicl bis body ià

composed rarely exceed as nauy days. siuîilarl1 the corporate life

of liurnanitv far trased Ibu ofi idviu units- It lied its

beginniig before men displayed any dloser bond of union than tbat

vhich injduced then to gatber iniohordes as (Io aIl gregriotis

aniniaIs. The acustion uf property. by lea ding to the tracig of

descent frotn the father as. well asaCie intter and go constitutitlg the

fainily lipon a firier basis, drew its bonds closer. It t00k another

step w thî the formation of the clatn, est.eiitiSlly ami extension of faniîly

relatioushipý. lb advanced again wlien, uinder thie leadership of sonie

potent warrior, the clan, adiittin g msany to ita fellowsbip, becane a

tribe. Still fimrtber wheen, wth i ncressed proficiency in the arts, the

patriarchial constitution of the tribe was replaced ly that of the petty


