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lto the Westminster Confession of Faith, in the fol-
lowing words, viz:—¢1 believe the Westininster Con-

A MORAL ON BUTTERFLIES.
BY CHARLES DOYNE SILLERY, ESQ.
Minions of nature !~—Creatures of the skies!
Ye bright-wing’d flutterers ! sunborn butterflies !
¥'rom flower to flower o'er nectar’d fields ye go,
Peerless in beauty ! atoms of the bow !

Ye living gems ! ye fairy-formed things !
Floating in bliss, on gold-bespangled wings !
Oh ! how enraptured would this spirit be,
F'reely to soar through ambient heavens, as ye !

Where is the silken shroud ? the grov’ling worm ?
Where now the veil whieh onee enshrined each fosm ?
Where the cold, lifeless ehrysalis of clay ?

In gold! in gtory ! in the blaze of day!

I pause and ponder here.—Like you, mankind
Areborn, frail insect ! ignorant and blind ;

Man’s mind—his heart, in dust and darkness furl’d,
His bright soul’s clouded by a wintry world.

But when this dream of life bath pass’d away—
When this pure spirit bursts her bonds of clay ;
Ah'! then what hope to trembling man is given—
"T'he bless’d shall mingle with the blaze of heaven ?

FEcclesiastical Hutelligence.

fession of Faith to be founded on, and agreeable to
t the Word of God, and as such subseribe it as the Con-
}fession of my Faith; that the practice of their Pres-
byteries is uniform in this matter, and a report of their
| faithfulness anoually made to the Synod ; that the
{Synod of Ulster maintaius the rights of the people in
|the election of ministers and other office-bearers,
{without any interference or control whatsoever of
{private patrous, or of the state ; and that as a court of
Christ the Synod is perfectly free in all matters of
doctrine, order, and discipline, from the interference
or control of any other Chureh.”

3. “The Committee of the Secession Synod, for
the information and satisfaction of their brethren of]
the Synod of Ulster, state, that the Secession Synod
require from all candidates for license or ordiaation
subscription and acknowledgment of the Confession
of Faith, in auswer tu the following question :—

“ Do you sincerely ewn and believe the whole doc-
trines contained in the Cornfession of Faith, Larger
and Shorter Catechisms, compiled by the Assembly

oners from the Church of Scotland, as the said -Con-
fession and Catechisms were received and approved
by the acts of the General Assembly 1647, and 1648,
to be founded on the Word of God, and do you ac-
knowledge the said confession and eatechisms, as the

several Presb.yter_ics is uniform in this matter, and a
I report of their faithfulness annually made to the Sy-

UNION OF PRESBYTERIANS IN IRELAND.

On the 28th ultimo, the Committees, appointed by
the Synod of Ulster and the Secession Synod, mutu-
aily to consider the practicability of the union of those

two bodies, beld their first meeting. I was disabled
by circumstances from attending, though a member
of our Committee, but I am able ‘to say the spirit by
which the proceedings were characterised was mosi
brotherly and most faithful. It was truly refreshing
to see aged and venerable men, whom the narrow
limits of sect and party had hitherto kept separate,
stepping over these boundaries, and, under the very
best feelings of charity, recognising one another as
faithful brethren and resolving upon the best method
of permanent and efficient union as one €hureh of
the same Lord in all time coming.

Statement of the Proceedings of the Commatlees of the
General Synod of Ulster, and the Presbyterian Synod

of Ireland, distinguished by the name of Seceders, ap-
pointed lo consider the expediency and practicabilily o
the Union of the two Synods.

Agreeably to the direction of the two Synods, at
their last meetings, the Committees appointed to con-

fer upon the subject of union, met in the Presbyterian
Church, Fisherwick Place, on the 28th of August,--
On the motion of the two Moderators, the United
Committees agreed to elect as Chairmau the senior
minister present, when the Rev. Thos. Miller of
Cookstown was chosen, and the meeting was opened
with prayer. The Rev. George Bellis ‘was requested
to act asSecretary. A general conversation ensued
on the best method of conducting the deliberations ot
the meeting, when the following resolutions were
agreed to:—

1 % That union amongst Christian Churehes: for!

mutual edification and for the extension of the Gos-

pel, is agreeable to the Scriptures, and at all times

highly desirable.”

2. “That the leadings of Divine Providence seem

to favour a union between those Presbyterian Church-

es in*Ireland, that maintain the doctrinal standards of

the Church ot Scotland, .in the profession of which
they were originally planted.”

3. “That whereas the General Synod of Ulster did
appoint a Committee to consider of this matter, and
the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland, distinguished by
the name of Seceders, did appoint another Commit-
tee for the same purpose—these Comimitiees, now
in joint meeting assembled, do procefid to consider
the details of a union, upon the prinmple that each

Synod receives the Westminister Confession of Faith

d ble Holy Secriptures,
as founded on, and agreeable to the b); e Churcl:

in the same manner as it was recejved
of Scotland in the year ¥647.” :
Thesa resolutions having been unanimously adept

ed, a Sub-Committee, consisting of an_equal number
from each Committee, was appointed to prepare a
course of proceeding, and subnsit, in a digested form,
the various subjects that should be considered and
After delibera-
tior, the Sub-Committee submitted their report, wken

discusssd by the Joint-Committee.

it was. resolved by the Joint-Committees—

1. «That the Synods respectively acknowlﬁdge,
each other as equal and co-ordinate church courts.
2, “The Commitgee of the Synod of Ulster, for the
information and satisfaction of their brethren of the
Secession, state, that the Synod ot Ulster require from
all candidatee for license or ordination, subscription

nod. They farther desire to state, that as individuals
and as a Church Court, they continue to approve, pro-

of the Secession in their faithful witness-bearing an
labours, for soundness of doctrine, strictness of (!ISCI-
pline, and the assertion and maintenance of the rights

of Divines that met at Westminster, with Commissi-{

confession of your faith ”» That the practiee of their|

fess,and maintain the original principles of the fathersj

of Church members; and that as a Church Court
they are perfectly free in all matters of doetrine, order,
and discipline, from the interference or control of any
other Church.™

4, «The Joint-Committees mutually acknowledg-
ing, that the modes of receiving candidates for license
or ordination, as practised in their respective Synods,
are equally satisfactory, do. yet resolve to recommend
the adoption of one common formula and practice as
a part of the bacis of union.”

5. “The Joint-Committees agree to recommend,
that it be recogaised as a principle of the contemplat-
ed union of the Synods, that all ruling elders, before
being considered qualified to sit in the Church Courts
or otherwise to exe rcise the office of elders, shall pro-
duce documentary evidence of their free election,
public ordination and subseription to the Westmins-
ter Confession of Faith.” :

6. “The Joint-Committees agreed to recommend,
that it be acknowledged as a principle of the contem-
plated union, that any member or elder known to
maintain or teach doctrines contrary to the Westmins-
ter Confession, shall be amenable to the discipline of
the United Church.”

7. % The Joint-Committees resolve to recommend
the recognition and adoption of public baptism, as
agreeable to Scripture, to the nature and ends of the
ordinance, and the original practice of the Presbyte-
rian Churches in' these kingdoms.”

8., “The Joini-Committees resolve to recommend,]
that every election of office-bearers shall be at least
by a majority of communicants; and that the amount
of stipend paid by electors shall not be calculated in
the decision.” 5

9. “That the contemplated union be formed with
an earnest desire, prayer, and resolution, to seek, ob-
tain, and enforce increased: strictness of discipline in
the admission, oversight, or, when need demands, the
exclusion of members.”

10. ¢ In the event of union,the designation of the
united bodies shall be, ¢ The Presbyterian €hurch in
Ireland,” and that of its supreme court, “The General
Assembly of the Preshyterian Church in lreland. ”

11. #1tis recommended that the Moderators he
directed to call meetings of their respective Synods
at Beltast, on Wednesday, the 8th of April next, to
»{|receive and deliberate on the reports of the Com-
mittees.’

12. “ The Joint-Committees do now adjourn til}
Tuesday the 7th of April next, at five . m in Fisher-
- || wick Place.”

These resolutions are now published for the infor-
mation of the ministers and congregations. of both
Synods.

The Joint-Committees are happy to state, that the
spirit in which the entire business was conducted
was most pleasing.. There was a delightful manifes-
tation of the unity of brethren. No unpleasant dif-
ference of opinion arese, while every topie was can-
vassed with the utmost freedom. The Committees
now recommend this subject to the prayerful consi-
deration of the members of their respective churches,
in the humble hope that he who is head over all

that his disciples may all be one, will order these pro-
ceedings to the advancement of his kingdom aud glory.
(Signed by order.)
GeoreE BELLIs, Secretary.
Belfast, 29th August, 1839,
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DISTINGUISHED LIBERALITY.

- Grascow—GRrEYFRIER’S CHurcu.—The following
is the ¢ Abstract Statement” of the subseriptions for
missionary and other religious purpeses, in this con-
gregaiion, as it appears in the report read at the an-
nual meeting, on the 3d of April, 1837 ; —
Awount of Subscriptions to the Foreign
Mission, as per list, = ~- = - < -
Amount subscribed towards building a
church for the Rev A. Kernedy, Port
of Spain, Trinidad, as per bst, - - ~
Amount of Subseriptions to the Suciety
. for religious purposes, as per list. -
Aid to weak congregations from collec-
tions and subseripiions not formerly
included, inclnding collection to Sy-
nod Fundy ~ = « ~~ m e - oo oo

23 11 &
39 19 5

I 2 6
£9490 16 .
Amount paid te the poor of thie Congre-
gation during the past year, from col-
lections at the church-door, - - - -
In addition to the above, there has been
received te aid.in the erection of Mr..
Kennedy’s Church, Port of Spain,
Trinidad,—- .
From Mr. Schaw’s con-
gregation, Ayr, - - -£5 0. 0
A few friends in Ayr, - 3 14 0
Collected at the Lectures on the State of
Religion on the Continent,by the Rev.
David King, in his own church, and
which hag been remitted to aid in the
erection of a place of worship at
Paris,

236 12 @

25 0 0
Total, L16Y 2.8
As this congregation is so highly distinguished for
its liberality in the missionary cause, we presume that
a few facts in regard to it, selected from the second
report of “The Commissioners of Religious Instruec--
tion,” will not be unaceeptable to our readers.
The number of communicants in this congregation,
as stated in the report, is 820 ; of these 500 belong to
the poor and working classes. The number of sittings:
in the church is 1522 ; of which 1280 are let,—the
average rate of a sitting being about 8s. 6d. the high-
est rent 18s.—242 are unlet. The amount of seat

rents, on the average of five years, is stated at £550 ;.

of ordinary collections, £266 ; of extraordinary, £80..
The debt upon the church is at present above £900 ;-
but as the congregational property adjoining the:
church is valued at £6000, the real debt upon the con-
gregation may be stated as above 3000. The minis-
ter received a salary of £8370, including sacramentsl
expenses ; an anbuity of £100 is paid to the widow of
the late honoured pastor; and, out of the ordinary
collections, the sumg given to the poor for the last
two years have been £240, and £236, respectively-
"The extraordinary eollections. have been made in-aid:
of weak congregations and other missionary and be-
nevolent institutions, not immediately connected with:
the proper Missionary exertions of the congregatiot
We find, for instance, from the congregational report:
that the following, among others, have been liberally
aiced by the congregation :—The Glasgow Missionaryr
Tract, and Bible Societies; the Irish Evangelical 807
ciety ; the Baptist Serampore Mission ; the Syno
Mission ¥und ; and considerable sums have been re”
mitted to Strasburg and: Lyons, to aid Messrs. Majo¥
and Corde, of these cities, in their Missionary exer”
tions.. A balance of nearly £40 is retained.also in the
hand of the Treasurer, for the proposed Secessio™
Mission to the South Seas. In addition to these, the’
congregation supports a Missionary of its own in th®
West ludies, at the annual expense of £300 ; a Mis”
sionary at Oban, at about £60 per anuum; two citf
Missionaries, at £40 each.; a school for destitut®
chiidren, attended by about 160 scholarg, at an annt”
al expense of £40; and a Christian instruction S0cY
ety, the expense of which amounts to nearly the sa®.
sum. Last year, it will be seen from the Abstra¢”
Statement given above, an. extaaordinary contrib"’
tion (o the amount of £218 was raised in the congrer
gation, towards the erection ofa.church for Mr. Ke?
nedy in the island of Trinidad ; this year, we ht,
heard, a far greater exertion still, of the same kif'"
has been made,—the sum of £1100 having been Suw_
seribed among the members of the congregatio

things to lus body, the Church, aud who has prayed

the new fund for-aiding weak congregations at hO‘:‘d;
in erccting churches and liquidating debt. The th his
of king Lemuel may with propriety be applied to i
congregation, “ Many daughters huve done vir_tu"‘jmz
but thou excellest them all.”’—Uniled Secession *=
l gazine.

——




