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sion must be done wholly by university professors la
it flot the fact that in almost every considerable town or
city, such as are likoly to be chosen as centres for thie
work, there are to be found men and women, graduates of
the universities, some of theni specialiats ini certain lines
of investigation, wbo have kept up their studies, and
whose services could be utilized with excellent effect in
such a work I In not a few cases, we venture to believe
that such persons would throw themselves heartily into
the work, asking littie or no remuneration, for the sake
both of the benefit that would resuit to themeelves and
the pleaeure they would take in becoming intellectually
helpful to others. Such teachers would often more than
make up in enthusiasm what they might lack in experience.
If we ntight venture on a persona] instance, we might
refer by way of illustration to the study of Shakespeare,
that wae conducted in the Rooms of the Young Men's
Christian Association last winter, under the direction of
Mr. William Hlouston, M.A., Librarian of the Ontario
Legislature, by a atudious and enthusiastic clase of con-
siderable size. The universities could be very belpful in
such a movement by examining the work done and giving
it fair recognition, according to their own standards. Dr.
Grant further suggests that as a central fund would be
required for various purposes, eucb as conducting examina-
tions, paying a secretary, etc., even altbough the whole
payment of lecturers and other local expenses sbould be
borne by pupils and local societies, Ilthe Minister of
Education might very well ask the Legislature for a
modeet grant." There is, it seemns to us, rooni for question
whether the receipt of Government aid might not prejudice
the movement at the outeet in the eyes of many who would
cordially approve of it as a purely voluntary work. It
would also, to our thinking, be at least doubtful whether
a larger succese, though it might be slower in coming,
would not ultimately be reached along the linas of purely
voluntary and philantbropic effort. Those are, however,
questions of detail. What ie at once needed, and we
sbould, be glad to eee sionie influential educators take the
initiative, ie that a meeting of aIl intereeted in sucli a
work should be called at an early day, witb a view to the
formation of a University Extension Society for Canada.

TL1IE annual complainte in regard to the resulte of the
annual examinations conducted by the Education

Department have bast nothing of their usual vigour this
year, and their echoes have hardly yet died out. For
years the saine outcry, directed partly againet the character
of the examination papers, partly againat the reading and
valuation of the competitors' answers, bas followed close
upon the heela of the public announcement of resulte.
Even the recent changes, whicb have had the effect of
throwing the examinations almost wholly mbt the bande
of the teachers themselves, have seemingly not availed to
allay the dissatisfaction. How is this? 1Is the public to
infur that the combined wisdom of teachers, professors and
Government officials is unequal to the taek of devising a
fair and workable system of examinations I Or do uneuc-
cessful teachers merely raise Ibis recurrent hue and cry in
order to cover up tbeir own shortcomings 1 Some suggest
that neither is the Irue explanation, but that the fault is
in the machine iîself, that there is too much "lexamia-
alion " ln the whole business. le il possible to expuct
eatibfactory results, they ask, from a sysîum undur wliicb
the repulation of schools and the standing and emolumente
of teachers are made to depend upon the hap.hazard resulîs
of a set of examinalions 'I The beet educators in the land
are forced to admit that the work even of the mosî
famous echools and teachers is, of sheer necussity, a race
for the examination goal-a perpelual training and drill-
ing and cramming wiîh a view, not to healthy and harmo.
nious mental development, but to success at examinations.
To this end teachers are worried and pupils are driven.
From the beginning of terni to the dreaded day of exani-
ination all are hurrying and scrambling. The teacher
knows full well that bis reputation and very likely hie
situation depend upon the speed witb which he can pre-
pare hie best pupile for the ordeal, the numbur of them
who can be trained in a given time to take high marks
and the number of marks they can be trained to take.
one of the inevitable resulîs is, that an undue share of
the teacher's energy and attention je given to the promising
few and corresponding injustice often done to the unprom-
ising rnany. The teacher who knows what true education
is and conscienîiously uses bis knowledge le lef t far behind
ithe-ae i oolbcoe y.wr n th.
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in dieguel, for some othur in which bonest work ceunIs for
more, and artificial and supurficial show for les. In saying
thuse thinge wu are rathur giving utterancu te the views cf
man>' able and tbougbtful educators, thanu xpres8ing the
rusulte cf personal observation. For our own part while
we are fulI>' persuaded that examinations as usually con-
ducted are injurious and cf tua fatal te true educational
work, we are unable te sue cluarl>' bow they can bu dis-
penaud witb, or wbat can bu substituted for Ilium. Until
somue subtitute can bu devised we can enl>' fall back on the
old principlu that there are examinations and uxaminations,
and that it je the fault cf the uxaminers Ibumselve if thu
questions tbuy ask and their modes cf estimating the
values cf answurs given are net such as to put hast>' and
superficial workers aI fauît, and cramming aI a discount,
and 10 give the revards te truc and faitbful uducational
work. Wbether the wholu systeni cf bonours and prizes
le not a vicious one is another question, 10 wbicb many cf
the Iboughtful do net busitatu bo give an affirmative
answer.

T HE formai opning o! the St. Clair Tunnel on SaurdayTwas an evunt cf more than ordinary interest. Prom
the engineering point cf view il marks the succees of a new
method, and reflecte the highust credit on the Canadian
engineer, Mn. Hobson, wbo, as Sir Henry Tyler infermud
the guests aI the dinner given in honour cf the achieve-
ment, bad deeigned the -tunnel, had had constructed under
bis own supeintundence aIl the necessary apparatus and
appliances, and bad bimeelf succusefull>' carried tbrougb
the work. The invention and use cf the circular or
tubular shiuld driven b>' bydnaulic pressure bas rendered
euh-marine tunnelling comparativel>' easy unden conditions
wbicb, without that de vice would bave made il well-nigb
impossible. As a commercial enturprise Ibis tunnel,
whicb le the off8pring cf a necussit>' created by the demande
cf a trafflo sevenal limes grealer Ihan that whicb passes
Ibrougb the famous Suez Canal, nol cal>' ruflucîs great
credit upon the energy and unterprise of the Grand Trunk
Railway, but demonstrates the utilit>' cf the freest inter-
course butwuen the two countries wbich il connecte. Il is
no wondur Ibat suvural cf the orators took occasion 10
dwell on the feily cf the fiscal policy, wbicb places a Cus-
toms officer at eacb end of the subway as soon as il is
cpened, to obstruct the Irafflc wbicb that way bas been
constructed aI great expensu te facilitate. The occasion
further'suggeets the powerful influence which these great
international railways uxert in promoting friendly inter-
course and good feeling belween the two counîries. Itit l
uvident that with tbe increase cf lratfic along these hunes
the lies cf self-interest wbicb sbould bind the lwc people
te perpetual peace, by rendering any interruption cf com-
mercial intencounsu disastrous alike 10 botb, are multiplied
and stnengtbened. Nor le the sentiment created one cf
sordid self -intueet alone. The speeches cf representatives
of England, the -United State and Canada, alike bappil>'
bore witnese 10 the fact that international commerce tends
powerfully 10 promote international gccd-will. They
alec lended te show that thenu is ne necussary connection
between the moat inlimate commercial relations and
political amalgamation, and ne neason why we migbt not
for a century have the freest commercial intercourse with
eur migbîy neighbour, without any sacrifice cf Cana-
dian independence or nationalism.

T HE SuaI Question see te bu ceming again to the sur-
face. Pnobably the statument that Sir Julian Paunce-

foIe bas protesed againsl an alleged violation of the turms
cf the modu8 vivendi b>' tbe North American Commercial
Company need not cruatu mucb uneasineas. If such a
complaint bas actuailly been made, it is most likul>' that
the difflculty is due, as explained b>' a Washington corre-
spondent, te a mure difféence cf opinion as te wbetbur
the number cf suais which the Company ln question was
permitted 10 lake sbould bu counted from the date cf the
agreement or from the buginning cf the suason. The
British Govurnmunt seenis t bave takun tbe latter view;
the Commercial Company, and it le not unlikul>' the
W4.ington Administration, the former. But il is incon-
ceivable Ibat a mure malter of 5,000 suais, more or les,
could bu permitted 10, inlerfene seriousl>' with the progres
of negoliations. A mucb more alarming incident wouid
bu a wide differencu cf opinion, whicb therue eems 10 bu
some reason te fear, between the Britishi and the American
Commissionne as 10 the danger cf extermination cf the
semis by open-sea flshing. The report cf the thnee 0cm-
m~issioners wbe wure sent to Behring Sua b>' the Wasbing-

ton Government to examine and report on the conditionl

of tbe tisheries there je said te be to the eff-et tbat the

practice of bunting seals in the open sea, muet be stopPed,
if it is desired to perpetuate the specie. The British
Commissionere have not yet been huard from, but the ""'Y
above presented is not only contrary to probabiîitY, as
seen froni the conimon sense point of view, but contrary tO

what is said to be the testimony of the masters of the
eealing vessels, who, though perbape interested witnese18,

have certainly the very best opportunities for ascerîhiniDg
the facte. The firmn tone of the London Times mîay
taken to indicate tbat Lord Salisbury doee not intend t0

yield to unfair or arbitrary demande ; wbile its reBnn
that the danger of extermination does not arise fron1 hune«
ing on the high seas, but froni excessive slaughter of th"

animale in the baunts where they are perfectlY belPîess'
appeare eound. The repurt of the British Cwu8'nr
will be awaited with intereet, and in thu hope that whefl
il je presunled the two Governments may speedilY fi0ld a
place of compromise in some arrangement midwaY betWOeu
the two extremes of opinion. It is not unlikely that Ibis
je one of the cases in which truth, as well as safetY, i' t
be found in the via media.

THOUGLI it is now certain that British marines h1aveTnet laken possession of and fortified S'irl, 111it
lune, as was believed when we went to prees last Week,
the incident bas not yet been fully explained. That there

was somuthing in it more than mere customary drilling Or
manoeuvring there still eeems reason 10 believe. I lias

been said that British shipe have long hsd the priv'i
lege, by permission of the Porte, of drilling on or 10109
the islande of the Archipelago, but if tbis had bel"
customary movement it could hardly have attracted 10

much attention. Much lees could il have led to a foruilî

request froni the Turkisb Govurnment for explanatiO"'

Il ia probable that Lord Salishury's explanatioli m'Y 's0

be made public. In the muantime the most reasonahîs'

conjecture is, perbaps, that wbile the British GoverIiMIent

bad no intention of committing an outrage by îaking
possession of a bit of Turkish territory in lime Of P6ac 6'
they may bave designed the movement as a feint, sugg t
ting bo both 'Ruesia and Turkey the ease wltb which Ore
Britain could seule the question, if necessary. by 1tiIig

the guarding of the Dardanelles into ber own band, he

significant and determined declaration of the adrd
supposed to be inspired, that "las long as TurkeY
tually guards the Straits, England will not i1 tefe OfbU
immediately the Government of the Sultan, inla
timidity, perversity or bewilderment, shows itseefnc~aP
ble of performing that imperative duty, Englld n l
assuredly not sbrink from having recourseîoexediffil

for meeting the ditficulty," coincides witb Ibis vieW.*T
least that can bu inferred froni the Mityle.e 0 currouce

and Ibis declaration combined is that the British 0 Overn,

ment were not unwilling that it sbould be noWn tbat a

strong British fleet is within striking distance Of the

Straits, and wiIl not hesitate to take action if ncs
Whatevur the ultimatu res3ulte of tbis attitude, there Co
be littie doubt that it will, for the present, be effectîve l

presurving the peace, and enforcing the contiiiued observ"

ance of the Treaty restrictions in respect to the Vardat
nulles. There is no reason to believe that Russia id Y6

ruady t0 venture on open violation of the TreatY.

ACCORDING to a correspondent of the LonIdon lyly

teoverllowing of American touriste of the C
and lowur dase varieties in interfering with the eflJOYî
of pieaeure-seeking Englishmen, wbo find themele
sued Il into every pleasant retreat," and who, ln or
quence, are not fruquunting some of the favourite r i
in as great numbers as formerly, The world is large,
accusse 10 met European rusorte je free to those Wh0

we are
pay for il, if we may be allowed the paradoX%. tW
unablu, thurefore, 10 sympathize very deeply Withci
nuw grievance of the persecuted English traveller, 68esP
ally as bu can bu pretty safely trusîed to take Care li
bimeuf, andi to maintain the national rueee ad e]c 0b
sivEness, evun undur circumetance 5 unfavotirable 00

proximity of a company of enquiring Yankees. 50%q
lion of somuwhat widur interet is Ibat raieed bY he 11
York Tribiune, througb an interview witb Sonater hl-
burin, of Minnesota. That gentleman je ver>'.wbo
niuntary to the grual an>' of American sight-Orei ji»5
ever>' year invades the European Continent, di OpenC
$75,000,000 of Amurican mone>'," and si brjlging

nothing to speak of" Thie Senator says thatIIe
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