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tection, the Weights and Measures, and the Archives-a National Museum,
in other words, after the manner of the Smithsonian Institution at Wash-
ington. When that building is put up the Royal Society will have its
place therein, and then its labours, being concentrated and kept together
for reference and illustration, it wiil be enabled ta devote itseif ta sciezi-
tific and literary work of incalculable importance ta the inteilectual
development and the materiai advance of the wbote Dominion.

JOHN TALON-LESPERANOE.

VILLA NELLE.
(IN LOWER CANADA.)

THE tall twîn towers of the grim église
Loom rip over the whiarf and street,

Over the Lombardy poplar trees.

Whicliever way one goes anc Bees
The séminaire, aîîd is sure ta meet

The taîl twin towers of the grimu église,

And but for the keen Canadian breeze
Blowing the sharp Canadian steet

Cver the Lombardy paplar trees

To me and Pierre, who says it wilt freeze
By night, I feel a8 if 1 must greet

The tait twin towers of the grillu église.

For an Old-World cburch witb Old-World fees,
The Otd-Wortd carillon sounding sweet

Over tlie Lunibardy popiar trees.

rite donc, my Pierre!1 For the tinie it tîces
Once more wouid I sc fromn my snug low seat

The tait twin towers of the griai église
Over the Lombardy poptar trees. SERANUS.

TITE IJGI-CASTE IHIND U WOMIAN.

IT je a fact universaily accepted that notbing is ever fully realized except
by force of contrast. We are strong :we exult in Il the wild joys of living,"
but our exultation is thoughtiess liko that of a chuld until a close relation
witli pain and feebleness farces us inta tbankfulness. Sa it is with the
gif ts of the Gospel. The civilization wbicb we enjoy, the physical, mental,
and spiritual bleseings open ta us ail, we accept as aur birthright, and it is
only when the veil is drawn aside, and we see a glimpse af the blackness of
darknees in beathen tands thiat we begin ta appreciate aur priviteges.

One of the great glories of the Gospel is tice reversai which it lias caused
in the position of woman. Perhaps the effects of Cbristianity in this
respect cannot bo more clearly shown than by the cantrast between the
condition of life with wbicb we are familiar and that wbicb existe in India.

India, a part of that empire wliose wamen are tho noblest in the world,
lias eeventy-tive million wornen doomed ta life.long slavery for the crime
of liaving been born. According ta the betief of the Hîindus, womanbood
ie the punieliment for crimes, manhood the reward of gaadnees, in past
existences. Women in theinselves are incapable of attaining ta Heaven,
and onty tbrougb union with man can tbey be saved. Marriage is lience
the end of a Hiindu woman's existence. The marriage of the daughters
gives tlie parents. a titte deed ta, ricb rewards in Heaven, and ta ensure a
liuaband Ilindu girls are usualty wedded between the ages of five and
eleven. Education is of course impossible: it is a poputar belief amang
higli-caste Hlindu women that their huBbande will die if they should read
or write, and the men of ludia have in mast instances set their faces
steadiiy against female education, regarding tbeir wives as lit only for
domestic drudgery. The Flindu wife is absolutely dependent upon lier
liueband-bie will is lier law, its performiance bier only duty. She belongs
to him entirely, and their relations are sncb that the wife will croucli and
kiee the hand or foot that bas been rai8ed againet bier in apotogy for the
biow or kick that bas been s0 great an exertian ta, lier master.

That the mothers shoutd in any true sense train their chuldren is impos-
sible. Lt is the men's boaet that their wamen bave neyer seen the suni, for
the latter are contined ta the four walls of the bouse, wbich bas no windows,
and is ventilated by hales in the roof. IlThus deprived of any opportunity
ta breathe the lieaitby, freei -air, or ta drink in the wliolesome sunehine,
the Indian women become weaker and weaker from generation ta genera-
tion, their physical statures d warf ed, their spirits cruslied under the weight
of prejudices and superstitions, and their minds starved from absolute lack
of literary food and of opportunity ta obberve the world." If it be true
that "laur mothere make us most," can we wonder that the sons of such
women have developed inta a slavery-loving and dependent nation 'i

But even more pitiabte is the lot of widows, and especialty of child-
-widows. There are in India 21,000,000 widows, of wbom 382,736 are
under nineteen, and 78,976 under fine. Iliese unfortunate beinge are
-egarded witli peculiar hatred, the cbild-widows being considered the great-

est criminats against whom heaven has pronounced judgment. The widow
is cursed by ait bier busband's relatives as the cause of bis death; elie is
forbidden the use of ornaments, whicb she lias been taught ta love, and is
deprived of lier giossy liair, whicb Hindu women think it worse than death
ta lame; elie muet eat one meat oniy during the twenty-four hours of the
day, and on sacred days ebe muet abetain altogether from food; she muet
neyer show hereelf on joyful occasions, for elie is regarded as an Ilinauspi-
cloue thing ; elie is ignorant of any art by wbicli she could earn lier own
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livelibood, and no respectable farnily would employ her as a servant.
Thus deatitute of ligbt and love and hope, je it wonderful that Ilthe passage
of the Sati to bier couch of flame " was, in former days, Illike a publie fes-
tival," and that naw many of the widows, unable ta endure their life, seek
rest in the waters of the sacred river ? "O Lord, inquire into our case,
writes ane, the pupil of a zenana mishianary, and one of the few Hindu
wamen wbo can read and write; Ilfroin Thy throne of judgment justice
flows, but it does not reacb us ; in this our hife.long înisery only injustice
cornes near us. Thou hearer of prayer, if we have sinned against Thee,
forgive, but we are too ignorant ta know what sin is. Must the punish-
ment of sin fait on those wbo are toa ignorant ta know what it is? O great
Lord, aur name is written with drunkards, with lunatics, with imbeciles,
with the very animais; they are responsible, but we are not ; crimnieals
contined in the gaols for life are liappier than we, for they knaw soinethin~g
of Thy world. Those who bave seen Tby works may learn ta understaud
Thee, but for us who have never, even in dreanîs, seen Thy world, it is o
passible ta learrn to know ibee. We sec only the four watts of the bouse;
shahi we cail them the world or Inidia t We have been born in this gal,
we have died here, and are dying. 0 Father of the world, hast not Thoti
created us ? or bas perchance some other god made us? '-Hast Thoui no
thought for us women? Why hast Thou created us maie and femalel 0
God of mercy, aur prayer ta Tthee is this, that the curse may be reinoved
from the women of India. Create in the hearts of the men some sympathY,
that aur tives may no longer be passed in vain tonging, that saved by TbY
niercy we may taste someuhing of the joys of life."

This supplication lias been beard ; a tîigh-caste Hindu waman, lier'
self a widow, bas been raised up ta plead before the wortd the cause Of lier
countrywomen. She is a living protest against the Iiindu doctrine of
woraan's inferiority, and having already defied the giant of ilindu preiU'
(lice, is prepared ta carry on warfare against the social and rotigiOa
bigotry of bier countrymen. The Pundita Ramabai owes ta her enlightened
parents the scbotarsbip, rare in any country, wbicbi gained for hier the
bonourabie titte of Sarasvat; h ler father, a martyr ta the cause of feifl'
education, bequeatlbed this work ta his daugbter, wbo witb a faith and

canstancy which augets love, and men regard witb reverence and burniltiyl
dedicates bier life te tlie regeneration of the Indian race, whicb, says rof.
Max Mültler, Ilcan be accomplislied onty througb the regeneratian Of the
women." For six years Itamabai bas studied educational systemB in

England and the United States, and it is bier intention ta eetablisb secular
schools in India, beginning at Calcutta, for the training and educatiaflof

chitd-widows.
The danger of exciting dangerous disturbances by interferiflg

caste prejudices occurs ta aur minds wbien we bear of this scbeifl 5

muet, however, be remeinbered tbat tbe work is undertaken, not by WOi

meaning and ignorant Englisb people, but by a native thoraughly
acquainted wittb the strength of the caste-system, and also witb the
natures of ber peopie, and witbi their needs. The remarkable bistOrY 0
Dr. Anandiba Go8hee, the first Hindu woinan ta take a medical degree in

any country, may lielp ta attay these fears. After graduating ait the

Woman's Medical (iotlege, Phuladetpbia, Dr. Gosbee returned ta ni
where, instead of being shunned as-an outcast, she was mucli honoure bf

the ortbodox, and after lier death was eutogized in native journal~'
praving tbat the great qualities, perseverance, unseltisliness, undauit
courage, and an eager desire ta serve one's country, do exist in the 00»
called weaker sex." lrt

As ta the abjection that lias heen made on the ground of the seculrt
of the schoots, reflectian witt furnisb a satisfactory answer. Woutd aoY
Christian woman attend a school where the study of Brabminismi W 'on"
pulsory 1 Would a devout Romanist go wbere she were forced ta adOPe

the doctrine of the Churcb of Englandî " lFrom what 1 have Seena
known of my countrywoman," writes Ramabai, Idnîy impression iS h
many excellent and devout HiEndu women will not camie ta sucli a sCho
bouse if the study of the Christian religion be muade a condition Of their
admittance?"

For this work Ramabai requires $75,000, of wbicli she lias 1îed
obtaînied $35,000. Ten tbousand dollars is necessary for tbe purOhasing
and furnishing of a building, and an annual payment of $5,000 for te
years ta meet current expenses. No pecuniary aid can at present be hol~t
for fromn the majority of Hiindus, wlio are Bo bitterty apposed tO 'il
education. IlOne must bave the power of performing miracles ta i

the higli-caste Hindu gentlemen ta receive the Gospet of sociOtY'5n t
being througb tbe elevation of women. Sucli a miracle Ramabai bas fait
ta believe will be performed in India during the next ten years, an d if tuSo

be true, the enterprise will prove self.supporting after that Perî'od wit

only native aid." Circles have been formed in tlie United States and i

Canada in connection with the IlRamabai Association." Memfbers plede
themselves ta the annual payaient of one doltar for ten years. One s'jol

circle lias lately been formed in Toronto, which new members are earneoI

invited ta join. *~a

"Mothers and fathere," writes Ramabai, "lcompare the conditio 01
your own sweet darlings at your hiappy firesides witli that of l""'~
littie girls of a correspouding age in India, wbo have already been sacWO4

on the unholy altar of an inhuman social system, whetber yo c'an~ sto

short of doing something ta rescue the little widows from th ilfrolli

their tormentors. Millions of beartrending cries are daily rflng1$~
witbin the walls of Indian zenanas: thousanda of child widows are dmol

aliy dying without a ray of hope ta cheer their hearts, and other tloh 11
are daily being crushed under tbe fearful weiglit of sin and sharme w li
one ta prevent their ruin by providing for themn a better way. . -.I ker0

namne of liumanity, in tbe name of your sacred responeibilities as Wor
in the sacred cause of humanity, I summon you, true women and J
bestow your belp quickly, regardiess of nation, caste, or creed."


