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of good paper and print! N_'ow, were this deliveranice dictated by malice
towards a fellow-writer and pul>lished with tho motive of personal dotrac-
Lion, it need hardly ho said that il would niot be noticed. But the literary
judgment is apparently flot a mere bit of spleen :il, is a doliberate denial,
without qualification, of the existence of a native literature, and a gratui-
tous retlection on every ('anadianl xho lias contributed brains ani culture
to the writing of a book.

Under ordinary circuuîstances the fit answer to such invincible folly
and ignorance would bo silence. But silence, unfortunately, is apt to ho
misunderstood; and the native literaturo lias, in indifference, sufficient to
contend with, without onie's allowing a gross perversion of truth to obtain
unchecked currency, to its further repression ani detriment. Hence the
present roference te the Toronto jouroial's supercilious dismissal of Cana-
dian literature and its libel on the patriotismi and intelligence of its readers.
Not long ago, in these columîis, we had also to combat another depreciator
of native letters, whose offence was the greater in puhlishing his untruthsg
wbere the facts were net known-in the 4Vother land. Authors in general
may laugh at the scoting spirit, arid the individual writer who ventures te
put his literary wares hi-fore the public rnay Le as philosophical as hie
pleases when hoe lias to meer, sharp and pungent, tlîouglb not malicious and
untrutbful, criticism. But, the cases we have referred to have not the mient
of bourg hielpful to literature ; nor have they an iota of justification for
being written, either ont the grouind of truth, or iii tire intcrest of native
authors. Tir-y are sikiiply pieces of serrseless journalistic atheism, happily
rare-wicked arid unscripulous doinials tîrat any Iiterary good lias cornte
out of the Canadian Nazareth.

We hav e said that we are as yet, a yurg and ilimature people ; and
it is not asserteul that the ('aradiati mind lias corne premtaturely into intel-
lectual tlower, or shown, iii literary paths, more than the normal tendency
to rnanifest indu8try and occusionally soutie degree of genius. To say that
these qualities are niot occasionally manifestod in the literary product of
Canada is to impugui facts and to crintrovert the dicturu of sound Iiterary
discernment and cultivatý,d taste. It is truc tirat qualities bass meritoriorns
flot infrequently reveal themselves in our home literature, and that it iii
unwisdoui to fail oither to point thein out or to caîl them by another and
undetierved nine. But this is wirolly another inatter. We are bore not
arguing against the action of conipetent, or even stringent, criticism iii
dealing with the works of native authors. We are concerned only to
defenid Canadian literature front the attacks of supercilious ignorance, and
to enter a protest agaitibt the cheap attitude of ant essentially ignoble jour-
naliani wiîich, whetirer front onvy or front the levelling spirit of the tirne,
has net a single good word to say for the native author or bis work. Mucb
harm, we know, rnay ho done by everpraise ; and, as a rule, only a sickly
literature can corne of coddlinig. No less pernicious is that pursuit of
weak minds known by the nmodern phrase, Illiterary log.rolling," though
nlot a littie inight be said in its favour in ant ovorstocked book-market and
among a people, in tire Main, indrfl'erent to litenatune. But rnay not equal
liarn ho donie by tire Il ferocious inanner " in jeunnalisnîi, which esteenis an
author as a glorified boug whoin it is necessary to keep on the low diet of
public di8favoun, to pro vont lîiri front losing iris iiead by succossa '18l the
native author, howevor, in need of rebuifs, of this kind î Is there one who
hias adopted literature as a profession Whîo lias liot often to eat the bread
of humiliation, and whose powerq of mmiid are not langely dissipated by
sordid caro '1 la it not truc, moreover, that there are many easier paths
te distinction thran Canada oflers to lier literary monl Wby then-save
that tbey love thoin countny aird their art, not wisely but too well-should
tbey work on in the face cf almost uniforri neglrect anrd witbin hearing cf
the frequent gibe of the scoffer? Only that a day must soon dawn, if tbe
hour is tiot yot, wben it will be foît tîrat semetbing is wanting in the life
cf our young nation wiiicl i aterial (,nergy alone must fail to supply.
Unless there- is a groaten syrnpathy with literary aima, it is to ho feared,
however, that this sornetbing will long ho lacking, and that tbe day will
romain distant wben Canada intellectually shahl rise ta ber fit place among
the nations.

But bappily there are already evidences cf a recoil fromt such rnethods
of greeting native litorature as we bave cf late seen specimens cf in
soute notable quartera in the press. Pbilistinism cf this kind, it is almost
tnite te say, noever pays ; and tire public are toc honest in tbe mass te
applaud, or even te tolerato, literery or other injustice. In time even
journalista, who ply the trade cf tire nîecker cf anything more intellectual
than tbe daily press aspires te, wiIl sc0 that it is impelitie te depreciate
what may ho on a higber plane than its ewn ; for te bold in light esteemt
that whiclî is abovo it is te encourage the application cf the cheapening
process in due course te itself. Besides, is net the Press but a brancb cf
literature ; and if or ideala are net wbolly te perisb, is it net tbe duty, as
well as the bonour, cf the Jeurnalist te respect and upheld bis cwn
calling hG. ME CER ADAN.

M ONTREVAL LETTER.

DAY after day expoiied te the cunieus, net te say quizzical, gaze of soute
fifty visitons, under a seanching electric light, 1 imagine the quaint old
faces that have baunted an upper chamber in the Natunal Histeny
Scciety's building for twe weeks past will ho glad enough te neturn te
the besem cf their families, evon though those should consider musty,
mysterieus aLLies, or dim dark cellars wonthy apartments for them. Indeed
there seorna always soetling urîcanny and morgue-like about portrait
gallenies in generai, and about those in particulan that can't boast many
inspirations cf Reynolds, or Gainsborough, or Romney. However, I must
confeas on the whole the vulgar crowd have sparod the unfontunate victimas
of riaing limnens in a rnoït laudable fashion. Stained-glass attitudes, facial
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expression, and celouring only eisatlantic artists could iatagiine, and
sucb, cf the last century, bax e eeri overlooked witb a delicacy cf feelingu
one u.ight desireý for Par-isiais whenti ey take a pm-ep at ime ir inost popular
gallery-tie iMorgue.

.1 udging frein tihe rieat littIe ntotice that follows ech ainemm iri tre Cjata-
logue, I feol as if.justice could scarcely ire donc tlrese Canadians in twent *lettons ;but after aIl we must net ignore the tbousand grateful sentiments
that xvill inevitably fill tIre lieant cf a hitlierte obscure individual, wbon ho
awakes te find lîirnself famnous througli tire possession cf that meost enviable
cf ebjects a great-grandfather.

The Honourable Joseph Legaré, nrey, I Lhink, ho ranked next te tire
Viconmte do Léry in peint cf personal chanrirs. Ife xvas a rnuch esteemed
painten, tlmough apart freint Lis own portrait, wlricb if I neinenîber rigbitly
hoe painted hinîsoîf, littie or notiîing cf Iris appears in the collection. Hew-
ever thIs can scarcely coit ag ainst Irini. Zacharée Tbelar-i-olin, Chief
cf the Huron Indians, anrd what is more Ilan artist entireiv tbrough the
force cf natural talent," evidently siiered Cronmwell's scruples with regard
te portraiture, for ho lias net besitated te send downi te posterîty a face
puckered up with as nany wninkles as the classic robes cf Sir Frederick
Leigh ton.

Fair Il feriinity '' wiil certainly denouirce the lack cf galiantry tîrat
places a notýice of tire fliirîsier portion cf bîrirnity lest. Believe nie, i
have reservedl any word about tîrese ruer, or less bewitching creatures as
,ai,' bonne boimc/,-. \Vith aIl due respect to Mr. ilemîry Blackbunr, wlbo
lately sang te us ot grarrd.e hiers' p aises, we inust beg to diffen front
lujur in bisi admiration for tJjf- hideois, net te say ani)ytiiitig, elqe, Directoire
dress, and tiere rire non, a fe\,x' darnes tînar tis gewrr distigirres. Fortunately
wlren Theresa Ch'larlotta, daiighter cf tIhe Emiperor of Ienrnany, wvas,
painted in Canada ii 1794, tire outlandish fasînieri irad inet yet cernte te
ligbt. Se tire pretty Pnincess sits witlr lier slrapely figure, and mounitains
cf powdened liait-, quite charrriing in bier way. Anrong the curies are, two
flags sie gave te the 'fwenîty-first Re-giment orf Militia.

Threre is a certain rneek-faced, cirerry-meutbed creatune whe would hardly
attract or attention ivere iL net for the feet that bier dress is finisbed
with real lace. A curieus, a veny curieus Ileffect," doubtlesa irnagined Ly
tliet class of individuals who would fain bave Apollo appear in great ceat,
and the Vernus cf Mile in a rnorning wrapper.

One or two rcverend ladies deign te grace tbe walls. One in panticulan
deserves an ironourable mention for bier expression cf superhumani
patience as sire vainly stnives te write in tIre cver-exlrilarating presence cf
Lwo questioning, cbubby feced cherubs.

iPerbaps the rnost interesting objf'cts the glass cases centain are soute
chrarrning mniniatures, swordsq and hirearrus of '37, silver plate, and several
wenderful pieces cf old lace Lelonging te the de Lotbinîjères. Amiong the
tirat the portraits of Mn. and Mns. ll1allowell certainly surpass anytbing
cf the kind iii the exhibition. A silven cup destined by John Jacob Aster
for crie Alexander Mackay is famous thîrougb Washington Inving's

"Astenia. "
[n arr inner noour we firrd the curieus geneal egical troc cf the Darnouns

family, a tnuly elaborate aflixir, and quite wortby te compare with the Iltroe"
f came across in an old Etiligîr cethedral. This oe attonnpted te trace
senie distinguisbed individtial's descent back te Adamn. The Damouns
table is bass anîbiticus witb a nesult consequently more flattening.

And now rest in peace, dean old people, shail any cf us ho wertby te
bang" beside you in 1988

ONE Word about tIre Piiharmonic Cencert. This aeciety>a performances
afford. an excellent opportunity of ascentaining bow mucli on how little
musical talent exists in the city. There is still e gneat deal loft for us te
do. Prof. Couture, a doene condnîctor, works bard and conscientiously,
but hoe is net orchrestra, and pianist, and singer, and cf theso tbnee indis-
pensable factors in a good concert xVO are sorely in need. Amateurs, though
they may mean well, prove utter failures on the stage. 0f aîl abused arts
music is the most se, anrd singing that bnancb cf iL least undenstood. 1I
would speak longer about this, but space forbids.

GADE'a Chrietmas Eve was given for the finat tirne in Montreal. It is
a pleasing cantate, but net very impressive. The beauty cf Barnby's
Robekalh was mucn enhanced by Miss Landes' cbanming voice. Sho is, cf

course, an exetic flower. Mn. Jehin-Prume's delicious rendering cf Memn-
delssobn's concerto quite entranced us. Re is a brigbt star that bias wan-
dered by ntr ake imite our firmamnent. We must bewane net te ]ose hirn.

Jfentreal. Louis LLOYD.

NA TURE.

NATURE is like a sister te my oyes,
A mAien playful, petulant and shy.
Deep in bier face sweet meaninga I espy

Wbich now sire fain would bide, as the fan skies
ido thein blue seuls by somte thin cloud that flues,
Rendering cencealmont levelier. 1 sigh
Wben gazing on ber chîarrn, sO quietly

Expnoased, and leann bier seul by iLs fair guise.

Sometiimnes, witb folded banda upon hier breast,
Alone, apart, liko seme sweet nun, I bear
Honr pray. Sometimea she ainga te me, and fean

And joy alternato rob my mind cf reat.
11cr dulleat ways are full cf winaomneness:
fier wadde2t moods are ricb witb hopec that bleas.

-~spect alo.


