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LITERARY GOSSIP.

THE Scribners announce that the title of Mr. H. C. Bunner's novel has been again
changed from ‘' The End of the Story” to ““The Midge,” and that it will be published
immediately, '

A NEW book which is soon to come from the press of Messrs, S, C, Griggs and Com-
.pany, Chicago, is expected to attract attention among scientists. It presents a new
theory to explain solar phenomena, and attacks the generally accepted beliefs. It is to
o be regretted that the author does not sign his work,

Messrs., Grorae RoUTLEDGE & SoNS have in preparation a very elaborate and beauti-
ful edition of Goldsmith’s ““ The Vicar of Wakefield.” The illustrations have been drawn
by French artists, they will be printed in colours in France, and the sheets sent to Eng-
land and this country, where the text will be printed. The American edition will be

ready in August,

WE learn that by request Mr, J. Macdonald Oxley, of Ottawa, has written a paper on
the History of the Fisheries Question for the Mugazine of American History. Tt will
appear at once. Mr. Oxley has a bright, interesting story, *The Professor’s Last Skate,”
in the May Wide Awake; and the same magazine has on hand another article of his on the
* Birds and Beasts of Sable Island,” which will be richly illustrated.

THE series of Sunday evening addresses on the labour question, delivered by Rev. A.
J. F. Beh;‘ends, 1D.D,, in the Central Congregational Church, Brooklyn, and which have
attracted such large audiences and widespread attention, are to be collected and issued
in hook form hy Messrs, Baker and Taylor, of New York. The book will be entitled
“ Socialisin and Christianity,” and is to be published within o fortnight.

Ar the solicitation of Mr, K. P. Roo, Messrs. Harper and Brothers have sold the
plutes of ** Nature's Serial Story " to Messrs. Dodd, Moad and Company, who publish his
other works. The novel first appenred, it will be remembered, in Harper's Magazine, but
its publication in book form, it is said, was not especially successful. Messus. Dodd,
Mead and Company will also bring out in book form the series of papers “The Home
-Acre,” by Mr. Roe, upon their completion in Harper's.

A vorume of “ Consular Reminiscencos ” hy . Honry Horstmann is in the press of
Maensrs, ). B, Lippincott and Company, of Philadelphin. Mr. Horstmann, who was
United States Consul at Munich from 1869 to 1880, and later on oceupied a similar position
at Nurembery, will cmbody in the book a series of vecollections of his consular terms, and
afford interesting gli upses of (lerman life.  The same firm will issue a new novel by S.
Baring-Gould, entitled * Court Royal.”

Mie. H. C. Bun~ir, who since his marriage has resided in the same apartments for-
merly oocupied hy Richard Grant Whito in Seventoenth Street, Now York, has pledged him-
self to write four short stories for one of the popular magazines during the next fall and
winter.  One, alrewly completed, is said by & friend, who has heen allowed to read it in
manuseript, to be written in a vein entirely unlike any of his previous stories, and to be
pre-eminently the hest which has thus far emanated from the pen of Puck’s editor,

Miss Mariinba Brasn, who has been chiefly known, at least to American readers, an
8 writer of several hiographies, has just comploted a long poeem, which is said to be highly
ambitious. [t gives a realistic ncconnt of the tragic incidents of the eviction of the High-
landers from certain districts enrly in the present century. Some of the facts were made
known to her by surviving witnesses, The volume will appear in England in o fow dayy
with the title ** The Crofters.” Mewsrs. Roberts are Miss Blind's American publishers.

A BiINGULAR method has heen adopted by the new magazine, the Forum, for the
review of hooks in their pages. Having no regular literary department, or space for
suitable book reviews, and dexirous still of securing the good will and interest of the pub-
lishing houses, announcement has heen made that, in return for each book of importance
forwarded to the Forwm office, an ndvortisement will be given of the volume in the regular
advertising pages of the magazine. Why this arrangement will find favour with the pub-
liuhers it is easy to understand ; hut whother the owners of the Forum will find it profit-
able to pursue this courne for any length of time is not equally clear.

Tuknew publishing firm of Henry George and Co. will make its entree into the literary
world next week by the issuance of M. Greorge’s new work, *¢ Protection and Free Trade,”
which will also have simnltaneous publication in Tngland, Tt is the prosent intention of
the firm to publish only the works of its senior member, and besides a new work upon
which Mr, George in now engaged issuance will be given later on to new editions of
** Progress and Poverty ” and “ Social Probloms,” The, mwembers of the new firm are
confined to the family of Mr. George, the Iatter assuming an active interest in the busi-
niess.  The office of the new frm is at No. 16 Astor Place, New York City,

Mu. Branokr Marrarws sailed for Kurope on April 7, where he will spend the

" summer, returning to America in Septewber next. Mr. Matthews’ visit js made entirely
for pleasure and rest, and save a series of lottors which he will probably write for the
New York Commercial Adrertiser, he will poerform no literary work of any character. In
London he will be the guest of Austin Dobson, Edmund Gosse, Andrew Lang, and other
members of the yonnger school of English litevature, He leavey a short story, entitled
‘“The Perturbed Spirit,” to appenr in the May number of the Century, and a: series of

literary recollections from his pen will also form part of “ The Experience Meeting,” in
the June Lippincott’s, ’

Ma. D. BrackMong has just sent to the Harpers the final chapters of his story
**Springhaven,” which is appearing as a serial in the Magazine. Every reader of ‘¢ Lom:;
Doone,™ or in fact any of the author’s stories, knows how familiar Mr, Blackmors is with
nature in all her moods.  Indeed, the author is out of drore a great part of his life at hig
home in Teddington, only staying under cover long enough to write hig daily stint, or to
play chess—his one dissipation. As a chess-player, the writer iy uncommonly skilfu]
and when opportunity offers tries his hand even with professional players, among whou;
is Steinitz, one of his most intimate friends. A3 & market wardener, Mr. Blackmore has
heen very wuccossful, and his land yields i juite s much, if nog more, money than his
pen.
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Miss EpNA DgaN PRoCTOR, the poetess, now lives in retirement in Brooklyn at the
residence of her friend, Mrs. Laurs C. Holloway. Miss Proctor performs only only an
occasional piece of literary work, and in consequence her name is rarely encountered in
the popular magazines. For the past few weeks she has devoted the greater part of her
time and attention to the issnance of the genealogy of the Storrs family, of which the late
Charles Storrs and Dr, R. S. Storrs are the best known members, Miss Proctor is in the
prime of her womanhood, is possessed of delightful manner, and has a distinguished car-
riage that would attract instant attention to her. Her voice is low and musical, and she
has the rare gift of being a good listener as well as a charming conversationalist. - Such
literary contributions as emanate from her pen find publication generally in the columns
of the Youth’'s Companion. She has derived a comfortable revenue from her writings, one
volume of hzr complete poems having run through several editions.

For some months Mr. Henry Clews, the banker, has been at work "upon a volume of
his reminiscences of Wall Street and the famous men who have been conspicuous in the
financial world. The book is now nearly finished, and it will be issued about the 1st of
July by a New York firm of publishers, under the comprehensive title, ** Twenty-eight
Years’ Experience in Wall Street.” Mr, Clews has written the history of the street for
the first time. Going back more than a quarter of a century, he describes every import-
ant event, and gives a sketch of every prominant operator and familiar figure in Wall
Street. The book, which is to fill 600 pages, will contain a large number of portraits,
many of which have not before been engraved, and several of bygone Wall Street worth-
ies. Among the engravings already arvanged for are excellent pictures of the Vanderbilts,
Jay Gould, James R. Keene, Daniel Drew, Jacob Little and William R. Travers, which

accompanies a very amusing chapter devoted to Mr. Travers’ sayings and doings. The
dedication is * To the Veterans of Wall Street,”

Mas, Fraxors HODGSON BURNETT is one of the few authors who are not disturbed in
their literary composition and work by noises in the same room wherein they labour. Her
work is usually done, writes a member of her household, in the breakfast room, with her
children about her, prattling and playing their innocent pranks, laughing and crying by
turns —noises which to most brain workers are more trying than anything else. No mat.
ter how noisy the children may be, they never disturh the mother’s literary work, and
occasionally, when perplexed and weary, she tinds pleasant relief in & few moments’ romp
with them in their play, or assists them sn some juvenile sport which they are unable
themselves to carry out.  She writes at a plain desk, along which are arranged all of her
published works, in costly bindings, placed in the order of their issuance. The novelist
generally employx a dull pencil and odd seraps of paper for writing materials, She writes
quickly, her thoughts eoming as fast as her pencil writes. Her costumes are of the cost-
liest description, she possessing numerous dresses of different colours and quality —all of
which, however, beconte her.

Tur “ Vest Pocket ” edition, just brought out by the Appletons, of Mr. O. B. Bunce's
clever little work, “ Don't,” promises, from present sales, to add several thousands to the
copies already sold since its issuance. In all 144,000 copies of the little book have been
wold, 74,000 of which were disposed of in Aunerica, while the balance were sold in England
and the Continent, And to these figures must still be added the sales of the German
translation,  The writing of the little work was suggested to its author in June, 1883, on
a train while reading an editorial in the New York Evening Post treating of * Books on
Deportment.” In this article the writer quoted a series of directions of etiquette furnished
by Mme, Patterson-Bonaparte by Lord Cholmondeley about 1833, and it was the negative
character of the directions given hy the titled writer that suguested to Mr. Bunce the
peculiar title of ** Don’t ™ for a book and its use at the beginning of every paragraph.
Upon reaching home Mr. Bunce began his odd literary task, and inside of a month the
book, which has since entered into thousands of homes, was written, printed and ready
for publication.  The author’s extreme sensitiveness to public notice prevented him from
attaching his name on the fly-leaf, and for months its authorship was surrounded in
mystery.

THE business methods pursaed by the Century Company in issuing their popular
magazine are extremely interesting, as we learn from one of its officers, The first copies
of the complete number are sent to the editor for inspection and approval.
factory, the order is at once given to print from 15,000 to 20,000 copies to supply the
English market, which are shipped o London in sheets before the middle of the month.
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¢ . ief value of these statements lies in their erroneous and mis-
len,dm'g chara?‘cter. Miss Murfree, for example, is made to receive $500 for a single short
ﬂtizry In one instance, while in another the figure is cut down to $150 ; the facts in the cas®
befng that the author in question receives $250 for any single story :avhich she may write,
Misy Murfree having a * standing order ” from two of our most popular magazines for the
aceeptance, at that figure, of any work of that nature which she may perform. Fora serial
story N.[iss Murfres commands and receives $3,000. Mr. Howells and Mr. James are-the
!)est paid of magazine writers, each having received $3,000 for their latest novels published
n the Ce'ntm-y. A similar figure®will be paid to Mr. Cable for his “ Grande Pointe.”
Mr‘.Aldmch also commands high figures for his work, this heing, perhaps principally due
to his rfn'e appearance of late as a writer of short stories, Wor ;)xle short story, p“bliShed
some time since, entitled *One Day in Africa,” he received $1,000, and a similar sum
could have heen obtained by him for his latest piece of fiction “,Twm; Bites at a Cherry,”
had he permitted its publication in a magazine other than his,own the Atlantic. Juliat
Haw"thorne receives $300 for an ordinary short story. For hiyg seri;.l, “Love or a Name,”
p\ﬂ-alu?hed in Outing, he received $1,000 for the American rights to serial publication, and
a similar sum for its simultaneous publication through an English magszine, Mr, Bunner,
Mcr. Matthews, and dther short story writers of less renown, receive from $100 to $150 for

» st‘ury of five to seven magazine pages, Mr. Stockton receives a high figure, seldom dis-
posing of a short story for less than $500,
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